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the following Diſcourſes upon 


thoſe Subjects. The tus firſt 
F which were reach al. 


moſt twenty Years ago, tu 


the Occaſp on of . t Perſons, : 
in a neighbouring Pariſh, do- 


ing Penance in our Church: 
The Man Aud beew long mar- 


"ried, 


of Whoredom, 
and Adultery, and the like, | 
are ſo much practisd, and 
pleaded. for. The T, houghts 5 
| of which have made me pre- 
ſume, that it might be 2 5 
ſonable, and perhaps might 
be uſeful to ſome, to publi lib . 


PRE FAC E. 


5 W d had a Wi ife 4 5 
alive, when the Maid Ser- 
want in ile Houſe was big 
with Child by him; the Wife 
fun after died, whereupon he 
married. the 2 : But they 
 havie been both long fince dead, 
which males it the more advi-. 
- or allowable, to publi 1/8 
2 Sermon, now divided into 
two," preach'd to them at that 
Sw The other Sermons © 
were preach'd upon the like 
Occaſion, above twenty Years 
' fuce, to two young Perſons, 


+ who. had been alſo criminal 
that I. ay, before their Mar- 
2 6 3 alſo have been 

LE. both 


both deall fome Years ago. & 
 - the Publiſhing of theſe plain 


well beftow'd. 
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Sermons may contribute any 


Mi hing toward the Sup, preſſing . 


Ee ſuch a ſhameful, — 1 
Vice, or the breaking of \ any 
one Perſon off it, or to deter” 


any others from it; I ſhall 
think my data Endeat urs 


Lows | in Execution again 5 


N to bring down Cos? 
ache, upon us; and ef 
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SERMON 1. Pager 


Firſt, For any Perſons that are married 
to be given to Whoredom, is contrary to 
one good End, and Deſign of eee 
vi⁊. to keep them innocent and chaſte. 


Secondly, And. is alſo contrary to tek. 
own ſolemn Vow, and Promiſe at their 1. 
Marriage; and to the ſacred Inſtitution} 
and ſtrict Bond of Marriage itſelf ; vig. 
That they ſhould be loving, and true to 


one — ; fo long as they both ſhall live. 
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Fourthly, Þ a great Offence a | 
2 others, both good and bad; viz. A great | | 
| Trouble to the. * and ee 1 
to the other. : 


Fifthly, Is a great Offence, and Sin by EY 
g God. And therefore, + "HENS wh 2 


Laſtly; 15 Matter of great Ii | 
oily Sorrow, and fincere Repentance, in 
all mo” that have been guilty thereof. A 
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a well all. os may marry, if } 
they wile and why there are ſo many that : [| 
m don't 0 
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don't marry, and that can't marry well. 
How 1 na the matcied'State f 3 


1 Pit Pr the Aicher of it; it being the 
Ordinance of God, which he hath Pro- 
mis d, and annex d his Bleſſing unto. , * 14 


| 1 F or the great Neceſſity, ad 
Uſefulneſs of it, toward the Increaſe, and 
Welfare of Mankind : Compar'd with the 
great Diſadvantages of Polygamy; and 


What a — Blefling of Marriage Chil- 
dren are: And what great Care ought to 


* be taken of them; both as to their Edu- 
cation, and the placing them out, and ſet- 


"9 them wel i in the World. 


SERMON- IV. Page 82 


Thirdly, How 88 alſo Mar- 3 
riage is for the happy, and peaceable Fruits 
of it: It being the very Bond of Unity, 
Love, and Peace, between thoſe that are 
"nt married.” With the Can ſes of un- 
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. pip with ſuch 


' Fourthly For the Purity, ad wal; . 
cency of it: The Marriage-Bed being un- 
defiled. And alſo as a Means ordain'd of 
God, for a Remedy againſt Sin; that they, 

who, have not * Gt of, ee. . 


The CONTENTS. 
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How We God doth TE Whore- 
mongers, and Adulterers, Fn, 9988. in 


this World. As, 


Fir, By commonly bringing them to 
great Shame, and making . a har 


proach among Men. - 
Secondly, By frequently briogiog u Foy 


by the Means of their Sins, into many 
Troubles, and Straits; and Genetics to 
extreme Poverty, even to be 4 to want 


Bread. And, 


Thirdly, By. 8 their: fooliſh and 
hurtful Luſts, of Whoredom and Adul- 
tery, bring upon them many Pains, Infir- 
mities, and Diſeaſes; and ſometimes a 


2 untimely Death. b 
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F By affering chem to be dawn > 
on, by that baſe Sin, into many Hatreds, 
and Strifes, and ſometimes to the worſt of 
Deaths, even to Murder itſelf; either to 

murder others, or to be murder'd them- 
ſelves. Beſides the Multitudes of Infants, 
that are made abortive, or murder d, ſoon 
ee by this Means, : 


Fe ey icibling dem pee to 1 
5 „ their Minds, thro 
the Filthineſs and Guiltineſs of their Cn 
ſciences, and the horrible Dread of what 
OO TOE RO 5 
odious Sin. 


How ks © we 1 to be, 1 
Things, to keep our Minds eaſy, free from 
the Guilt and Burden of Sin; as the only 
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as 17 bee, not that” Joy were 


made ſorry, But that ye ferrowed 


10 Repentance: For ye were Mace 


em _ a s godly Manner. | 


the Apoſt Gow chat he yh 


ag which he a had 
_ them ſorry, which, he 


. fays, he was not ſorry for, 


but rather glad of; becauſe, he hoped, it 


was for their Good; that their Sorrow was. 
„ . 
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Manner; which would mant * 129 4; 


VV * ag — 


Ne 


tice, or Puniſhment, of the Man, that 
had done it; and for which he there ſharply 
rebukes them; and adviſes them, by all 
Means, to put away the Man from among 
| them; that is, either to excommunicate 
him, or to take ſome ſuch Courſe with 
bim, as to make him ſenſible, - and for- 
| nen foe; what A ich Wobd; even to 
deliver him over to Satan, ſome Way or 
other to puniſh him; to humble, and a- 


- tons 1 Letter, with the Occafion orf | 


it, we have in the {th Chapter of the firſt 


E Ale to the Corinthians ; wherein the A- 


poſtle tells them, that he heard, that there 


| had been Furnication among them, and that, 


of an extraordinary Nature; and yet, that 


they had-made light of it; or, however, 
bad not mourned, nor been ſufficiently con- 


cern'd about it; nor had taken any No- 


baſe, and afflict him in the Body, or out- 


ward Eſtate; ſo as that the Luſts, and 


Deſires of the Fleſh might be mortify d, 


96 might be dead, or 
deſtroy d 


=. 
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deſtroy d in him; and that he might be dx KM» 


reform'd, and renew'd in the inward Man; 


that ſo, his Spirit might be favd in the © 
IF *. the Lord 2. TY 


This Sink to be the Maes: and the 
Subſtance, of that Lerter of © the Apoſtle's, 
in the fifth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the 


Corinthians, and which ſeems to have had 


a good Effect upon the Man, that had 
committed the Fornication ; for it brought 


him to Repentance, and a godly Sorrom for 
his Sin; and alſo: upon them all, fo far as 
they were concern d about it, by conniv- 


ing, and allowing him in it; in not pu- 
niſhing him for it, or turning him out 
of their ſolemn Aſſemblies; and thereby 


to all others, not to do the like? In neg- 
lecing of which, they were thereby made 


ſenſible, that they had done'_ amiſs, and 


were ſorry for it. All which Good coming 
of that Epiſtle of the Apoſtle's, he fayyg 
that he was not ſorry, or did not repent; 
but rather rejoice, that he had written ſo 
to them. Fot ſays he, in the Verſe be- 


fore the Text, Thi =I nad jou funny with 


5 2 - 


3 n g Whorings „ 
 SpxM;a Letter, I db not repent, ibo Idid repent; 


= It for, I perceive, that the ſame Epiſtle made. 

TY you ſorry, ibo it was. but for a Seaſon. 
Tea, ſays he in the Text, now 1 rejoice, 
not that ye were made ferry, but that ye 
farrowed to Repentance for ye were __ | 
NO 12250 WO? Manner... to. eee 


This was aha Do: End of che FONG 5 
and Counſel, of the Apoſtle in this Mat- 
ter. And this is the good End of the 

Teaching, and Preaching, of all Miniſters, 
to warn, and turn People from their Sins, 
This is the good End of all friendly Ad- 
monitions, and Rebukes, to let our Friends 
ier their Errors, and the Evil of their 
LE Ways: that they may | repent, | and turn 
from them. This is the good End of all 
=_ fatherly Counſels, and Corrections, to make 
1 their Children know, when they do amiſs; 
1 that they may do ſo no more. And, 
finally, this is the good End of all Penal- 
ties, and Puniſhments, whether of Church 


or State, to make People aſham'd, and . 
ſorry, for any Evil that they have done; | 
and to keep them, and all others, from 

ON doing the Amer e 99 
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a dd this ! is "he FEE End of this Ces 9 


ſure, or Shame, laid upon theſe two Per- 
| ſons, who are order'd to appear here __— 
| Criminals, or rather as Penitents; or in 


order to bring them to Repentance, and to 


2 godly Sorrow, for the heinous Crinie 


committed by chem. " 


: Ad indeed, unleſs it . this "_ 


Effect upon you, in vain is this Order 

made for you. For it ſignifies little, or 
nothing, your appearing here, and con- 
 feſfing your Fault, unit you do it from the 
Heart, and forrow' for it after a godly Sort. 
It may indeed ſatisfy the Law, and clear 


you of the Court, and may alſo afford 
ſome Satisfaction to your Neighbours, for 


the great Scandal, and Offence, that you 
have given them, by your ſhameful Act; 
but if you would likewiſe be reconciled 

unto God, and do yourſelves any Good, 


then you muſt, according to the Example 
of theſe Penitents in the Text, you muſt 
forrow to Repentance, or be made ſorry after 
# godly Manner. To bring you to which, 
Ex ; B 3 | ENS will 
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Fot as you are ordertd to do Penance ; 


in this, as well as in your own Pariſh- 


Church, I thought it my Duty, out of 
1 to the Congregation, and out of 
en to you, to draw up a little Ad- 
vice for you; both to admoniſh you of 
your Fault, and of the Heinouſneſs of it; 
and alſo to ſhew you, how much Need 
you have of Repentance, and how ſeri- 
ouſly you ought to do it, or, as the Text 
ſays, after a godly Manner, by conſider- 


ing, what a great Sin it is, which you 


committed together, viz. that of Forni- 
cation, 'or Adultery, which is one of ui 
greateſt of all Sins, 


8 it Ae 1 of Mit. 
ot and is attended with an heavy Load 


of Guilt, and with a great many grievous 
' Circumſtances, ſome of which I ſhall now 


endeayour, as briefly and plainly as I can, 
to lay before you; in order to bring you 

to Repentance, and to a gods y Sorrow for | 
the ſame. 


The 
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The firſt grievous 8 of your HT 
Fornication, or Adultery, and which, in- 
deed, makes it to be the more heinous 
: Sin, eſpecially on your Part, ——1s this; 
that when you committed it, you was a 
married Man, and had a Wife then alive, 
and this Woman a Servant to her. So that 
for you to do ſuch a wicked Thing, was 
perfectly contrary to one great Defign, and 

End h Marriage; which is to keep People 
honeſt, and chaſt; that thoſe, who have not 


the Gift of Continency, might marry. 


Bat if in this Reſpedt alſo you did very 


imprudently, if not wickedly, in marry- 


ing the firſt Time ſo very diſagreeably : 


As there is nothing more unſeemly, and 


contrary to Nature, than for a Man, in 
the Flower of his Age, to marry a Wo- 


man well ſtricken in Vears, as you did: 


And that, moſt likely, chiefly for filthy 
Lucre; or more for the Sake of her Sub- 
ſtance, than for the Love of her Perſon: 
And if ſo, then you did very wrong at 
firſt; and thereby laid the Foundation of 
e | this 


* | 


4 5 
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Ops againſt Whoring, 
this wicked Deed, wi you 1 7075 come 
N e | 


CE it cannot be es, that FIT a ; 
Owl as are unequally yok'd together, 


ſhould ever after fo well love one another, 


and be ſo true to one another, as they ought. 
to be. And therefore, as much ſoever, 
and what Way ſoever, you know yourſelf 


to have offended againſt this good End, 


and Defign of Marriage; as, by marrying 


ſo ill at firſt, and behaving ſo ill in it 
 fince, eſpecially by this late notorious Fact; 


2 ought ſeriouſly to repent of it, or, to 
ke ſorry for it ofter e ba) Manner, 


en Another grievous Circu aaa : 
of this Crime of yours is, that it was di- 


realy contrary to the ſolemn Vow, and 
Promiſe, which you made to your Wife, 


at your Marriage. For tho you perhaps 
did not then mind it, or did not defign to 
perform it; yet you did then promiſe to 
your Wife, as all other Men are bound to 
do at their Marriage; you did, I fay, at 
your Marriage ſolemnly promiſe to your 
Wife, before God and the Congregation = 

| _ 
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That you would honour, and comfort, n | 
 theriſh"her ; and that you would love ber, I. 
and none other befides ber, in the like Man- 


ner; or that forſaking all others you would 


. keep your ſelf only to her, ſo long as ye both 
Should live. But you broke all this, when 
5 to was naught with this Woman, and 


kept her in the Houſe with you; not fo 
much to be your Wife's Servant, as your 


own Harlot; or as one more beloved of 


you, than your Wife her ſelf. As there are 
uſually too many Proofs of it, in ſuch a 
Caſe, For when a Man keeps an Harlot 


in the fame Houſe with his Wife; it is too 
common, that the Harlot does bear moſt 


Rule, and is moſt reſpected; as if ſhe was 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, or the Wife; 


| while the poor injur'd Wife is often ſlight- 
ed, if not abuſed; as if ſhe was the Ser. 


vant, or the Harlot. f 


KC Now, how Wan you were guilty in this 
Reſpect, I can't ſay; but it's to be fear d that 
you did, like all other falſe and baſe Huſ- 
bands in ſuch a Caſe, viz. That the more 
+ you regarded the Harlot, the leſs you re- 
F your Wife. Which, I fay, was al- 


together 
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82 RM. * contrary to your ſolemn Promiſo 


at Marriage, and to the very ſacred Inſti- 5 


* = tution of Marriage itſelf ; which forbids a 
Man loving any one fo well as his Wife; 


no, not Father, or Mother, or any other, 


As God at the Beginning, when he made 


the firſt Man and Woman, and made them 


Man and Wife, ordain'd, that thus it ſhould 
be; that they two ſhould be but both as 
one. And that a Man ſhould therefore leave 


his Father and Mother, and cleave unto his 
Wife; and that they fed * one ate, 


Gen. . 


Nom, if an Huſband ought to love his 


ö Wife ſo well, even ſo much above all o- 


thers, as to leave Father, and Mother for 
her; then he ought to be ſo honeſt and 


true to her, as never to leave her, and never 
to leave loving her; ; eſpecially, not for the 


Sake of an Harlot. Which is as great an 
Inftance of Injuſtice, as a Man can be guil- 
ty of. For as it is a greater Crime in a 
Man, to do an Injury to his Wife, than 
to any other Perſon; becauſe he ought to 


love his Wife above all others, and there- 
fore ought to be careful, above all others, 


2 Ee not 
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ſs not to wrong his Wife; ſo the greateſt _ 
ti- Wrong, that a Man can do to his Wi SER. 
2 is to rob her of his Love, and beſtow it I. 
©; upon an Harlot; which is ſuch an abomi- 
er, KF nable Iniquity, as well deſerves to be puniſh. 
de - ed by the Judges; and that alſo in ſome | 
m high Degree, ſuitable to the Greatneſs of the 
1d Crime, and to that juſt Judgment ordain'd 
as of God himſelf for Adulterers, and Adul- 
ve teeroſſes, viz. That the Man which committeth 
515 Adultery with bis Neighzour's Wife; the 
fa,  Adulterer, and the Adultereſs, ſhall furey 

. Lev. XX. 10. e ie 


ais This is the Law, which God ks Git 
* his People of old, and moſt likely, for all 
or People throughout all Generations; and no 
nd Reaſon can be given, why it ſhould not yer 
or be ſtrictly obſerv'd as a Law in ours, and 
be * in all other Nations. And therefore it is 


ms to be hoped, that our * Lawgivyers will take 
* I bave been credibly infarm'd, that Sir Ambroſe 
an Pjpbillips once brought a Bill into the Honourable Houſe of 
ta Commons, to puniſh Adulterers, and Adultereſſes, with 
85 Death; but, tho! the Members of that Houſe could not 
* for Shame reject it; yet, ſome of them, being unwilling 
LY that it ſhould paſs, found out Nau to drop it, or to 


delay 
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Cautions chalet Whoring, 


it ins Conſideration, and enact it to be a 
Law in our Land; Mat the Man, who 
committeth Adultery with another Man's 


Wife; even he, that committeth- Adultery 


wwith bis Neighbour's Wife, the Adulterer, 


_ and the Adultereſs, ſhall ſurely be put to Deoth, 


Pg 7 the Law of _ 


And tho chis be not gels your 


Caſe; tho' you did not lie with another 


Man's Wife; yet, as you had a Wife of 
your own alive at that Time, for you to 


lie with another Woman, ſeems to be very 


near, if not altogether, as great a Crime. 


| Becauſe, it is as great a Breach of the ſacred 
Inftitution of Marriage; and as great a 


Breach of the Faith, and Love, due to 
your. Wife ; and as great a Breach of God' 8 


holy Commandment, for you, ſo long as 


your Wife did liye, to lie with any other, 


tho ſhe were not a married Woman. 
; For 


delay the Reading of it the ſecond, or the third Time, 
till the Seſſion was over; and ſo, as Sir Edward Seymour 
complimented him upon it, they gave his good Bill a 
decent Burial. Which it is to be wiſt'd may be reviv'd, 
and paſs'd, and put in Execution; to the Puniſhing, and 
Preventing of ſuch an heinous Sin from reigning ſo much, 


2 is —— it does now in this finful, ad 


Nation. 


: Wife, does indeed breed a great. deal of — 
Miſchief in the World, by 3 injuring. a Man, 
in the tendereſt Part; not 6nly- by robbing 


Caution, ain Whoring: 


ET 5 os Man's 


him of the Love of his Wife, but alſo by 
bringing a baſtard Brood upon his, Family: 
And accordingly was puniſhed by the Law 


of God with the greater temporal Puniſh- 
ment, even with Death, both to the Man, 
and to the Woman, that were guilty of the 


Adultery; yet as to the Sin, it ſeems to be 


much the ſame; for a Man, that has a 


Wife, to lie with another Woman; as for 


_ any: one to lie with another, Man's Wife, 
Becauſe it is as contrary to the moſt righ- 


teous Law of God, and to ane good End, 


and Deſign of Marriage, vis, That the 


Huſband * ſhould. be true to the Wife, 


and the Wife to the Huſband. And that 
1 they ſhould not only be faithful, but alſo 
ſo faſt knit together in Love, that they 


ſhould cleave to one another, as if they 
were both one. _ Eſpecially, | it is directly 


contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt ; by which 


1 


* Mal. ia. 14, 15: Prov. v. 18 — 21. bona 
and Prov. ii. 16, 17, 
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E utions againſt Whoring/ 


or to avoid Fornication, that, Every Man 
Sv ould have his own Wife; and every 7 oman 
her own Huſband, 1 Cor. vii. 2. And there- 


fore, for a Man, that hath a Wife of his 
own, to be given to Fornication ; to haunt 
Harlots Houſes, or to make an Harlot's 
Houſe of his own, is the greater Sin, in 


him; and not much inferiour, or | unlike, 
the 8 0 Sin of 1 ON n 


And cho in the Times of the Old was 
many Men had more Wives than one, or 


Concubines, which were inferiour Sort of 
Wives; yet the Law does no where ſeem 


to encourage it, but rather to condemn it ; 


as a Thing that did greatly turn their 
Hearts from God, and for which, God 
did often ſeverely puniſh them. Or tho' 
God did + ſuffer them, or bear with them 


much in that Thing, by reaſon of the 


Hardneſs of their Hearts ; or did wink at 


that, and many other Things that were 
much amiſs among os, in thoſe # Days 
of 


Deut. xvii. 17. Neh. xiii. 26. 1 Kings xi xi. 25m 10, 


| + Mark x. 2 10. f Acts xvii. 30. 
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Cautions againſt Whoring. 


Days of the Goſpel ; yet this evil Practioe, 
too common among the Gentiles, and from 


| them among the Jews, can't be made a 
For whatever Li- 
berty the Law might allow, or rather, 
whatever Liberty ſome Men under the 
Law might take, to have ſeveral Wives, 
or to keep Concubines; yet there is no 
ſuch Thing allowed by the Goſpel; no, 
not for ſingle Perſons, and much leſs 2 


Plea for us Chriſtians. 


thoſe that are married, either the Wife or 


the Huſband, to be given to Adultery, or 
Fornication. For our Chriſtian Religion 
is a much more ſtrict, and pure, and per- 
fe Religion; and does threaten much 
greater Penalties; than either bodily Pains, 
or temporal Death, even eternal Deſtructi- 


on, to all thoſe that are guilty of ſuch 


Sins; unleſs they repent, and amend their 
Link viz, That they that are given to 
ſhall not inherit - 
the Kingdom of God, Gal. N 20, 21. 


Adultery, and Fornication, 


By which you may bee, 8 an peinohs | 
Sin this is, which you committed with one 
another ; and what ou Danger you have 


brought 


TR 
| ” Ignorance, in compariſon of theſe bright SERNNM. 3 
5 PE | 


16 Cautions againſt Whotlag. | 


Sen . brought your ſelves into of the Wrath td 
come; even, To be caft into the Lake of Fire, 
ey and fd where the Scripture ſays, that, 
Wheremongers, and all other great Tran: 
greſſors ſhall be caſt; that is, except they 
repent, and leave off their Sins, Rev. xxi. 8. 


And therefore as the Law of our Land. 
and alſo the Law of God, is favourable 
unto you ; and does ſpare | you with Life, 
to this very End, that you. ſhould repent of | 
the Adultery, 2nd Fornication, that you have 

committed; ſo you ſhould make this good 

 Uſeoof it; and ſo long as you live, ſhould 
forrowfully remember this great Crime, 
that you have committed; and /hould 
 forrow for it to Repentance, or after a godly 

Manner; by living more holily, and un- 
blameably, and more ſtrictly, and con- 
ſcientiouſly in all Things, even all the Ro- 
mainder of your Days. 


=  Thirdh, Another grievous Circn mitancs 
bool this G of yours, is, that it was a great 
wo, and Trouble of Mind to your Wike. 


F — * 
24 
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| Y SB RM. 
ad "ny hitherto, nen vou, dhat this 8 


e yours was a great Breach of FN 


Law of God concerning Marriage, and of . 


your own ſolemn Vow; and Promiſe, to : 
your Wife, at your Marriage; and ther- 


fore for you ſo notoriouſly to break it, muſt 
be a great Injury, and conſequently. a great 
Grief, if not an Heart-br king to your 
Wife. , 5. SEES: blocs br gy F 5-74 140 101 4 Ls 1 85 
* CY OTH Het £63: 11-20 ao: 20 DIE: 
For you, may be ſure, that ſhe could 
not but violently ſuſpect it, if ſhe did not 
too well know it; which could, not but 


greatly trouble her, and | make, her Life 


weariſom to her; if it did not bring down 


her gray Hairs wich Sorrow to the Grave. 
All which Circumſtances. you yourſelf are 


the beſt Judge of; and ſo, the more Sor- 


row that you know it was to your. Wife, 

the more ſorrowful you ought to be for it 
your ſelf; and the more ſeverely. to con- 

demn yout ſelf for all the Wrong, 'and 
Vexation, that N ere FT unto 
your Wie. 
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* * d b ons 88 of you unto 


God; this would be fit to ſtrike you to the 
= very Heart, and to make you repuut fri- 
e gody Manner: 
= That you may avert, and eſcape the Judg- 
= B ments of God, whiehlare due unto yon; 
and which otherwiſe would moſt certainly, 
” B dne or other of them, fall upon 25 for 
| at the Sake of your kite te injur'd We. 
| Any: che you may think. this dug. 
it is no unlikely, or unres e 
fition to make. For there are many Ex- 
_ amples, and Sayings in Scripture of this 
Nature; concerning the Sighs, and Tears, 
aud Giles, and Complaints, of poor injur'd 
Perſons, both alive and dead; of their Cries, 
I fay, "unto God, againſt thoſe that any 


God does take Notice, and does pity all 
ſuch poor afflicted People; and does regard 
their Cries, and will avenge them of their 
Adverſaries; or of all thoſe that oppreſs 


them, or that do them any harm, For it 
"4% is 


— and gre 


ways abuſed" them: And moreover, - that 


Cautions againſt Whoring. 19 il 
u l that, The Lard executeth\ Nigbreamſ. n.. | 
20, and Judgment, for all that are oppreſſed, J. 
Palm. cit. &. And particularly; St. Tu eser 

inſtances in poor Servants, and Labourers, 
chat are forced! to work for their Living 
under ſome hard- hearted Maſters, that 
cruelly oppreſs them; or, as the Scripture 
lays, Grind the! Fuues of the Por; in mak- 
ing them grind, or work hard in their Ser- 
Vice, and giving them too little for their 
Labour; but abuſing them ſeveral Ways, 
by delaying, or defranding, or abridging; 
and beating them down ig their Wages; 
that ſuch poor People have oſten too much 
Reaſon to complain, and that their Com- 
plaints do reach the Ears of the Almighty. 
For, ſays St. James, Behold the Hire of the 
Labourers, "which have reaged dvwn your 
Fields, which! is of [you kept back by Fraud, 
crieth; and the" Cries of them which hve 
reaped, i are enter d into the Bars of the 
Lord of Sabaoth, James v. 44 Which, by 
the Way, may ſatisfy us concerning ano- 
ther Caſe; . How bad, and alſo how 
dangerous a Thing it is, to oppreſs thoſe 
E are e N thes: 0 _P Work 
e 21 7 
0 Ifaiab iii. 19. 5 


Ant br us: And ch _— we. ant 

I. always take care to give them their Hire 
7 ui duc Time, and alſo to the full; or 18. 
1 ther with the better, and not with the 

= work: And in e g r 


| 
iq well unto 5 dem. 0 * 
= | And hich; e eee » pre Bug Peo- 

Fe abs; that if we any Ways injure, or hes 


them, and if they do juſtly complain ot 
otherwiſe, indeed, if any that are poor will 
complain without Cauſe, or claim Relief 
without Need, or Pity without 'Deſertz 
then their Crics, or Complaints, will not 
be much regarded, either of God or Mar; 
except it be againſt themſelves, and to their 
on Hurt. For, as Salama ſays of ont 
Man's curſing another without Occaſion, 
that it cant hurt him; that, Te Curſe 
.cauſeleſe. ſhall. not come, Prov. xxvi. 2. 80 
We Gs docs 1 be eee 4 
VE > HOWE 4 A 3 8 * of 


LE Malachi ili There thus faith the Lord, 7 We 
morn te Judgment; and 1 will be a feoifOWithafs 
againſt the Sorcerers, and againſt the Adulterert, and  againf 
Falſe Smtarers,” and ai, theſe "that oppreſe the Hirth ling fs 
bit Wages, the Widaw, and the" Fatherlifi, and that tu 
5 the Stranger — bu Right, and fear not me, Jon the 
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Cautions | againſt Whoring. 
of the Poor again 


to nothing; or if they do come to any 


Thing, it will ONT be 1 to do themſelyes 


che aud Michief. . 
** 


fall more upon the Head of him that 


uttereth it, than upon him that it is uttered: 


_ againſt; ſo all cauſeleſs Cries, and Com- 
| plaints, of the Poor will fall moſt upon 
themſelves; and will ſet all others, and 
eyen God himſelf the more againſt them; 


for complaining without Cauſe. But now, 
I ay, on the other Side, if the Poor, by 


| Reaſon of the Hardneſs of their Caſe, do 


at any Time juſtly complain; that is, if 

we do any Ways injure, or oppreſs them, 
and give them Cauſe to complain, or to 
cry. unto God againſt us; or only to mourn 
ſecretly, or ſorrowfully to figh in their 
Breaſts, thro' the Bitterneſs of their Souls, 


it is. on heard of God; and will be re- 
membered againſt us, and reveng'd upon 


us; if we don't repent, and amend our 


evil Dealings towards them. For thus 
| faith the Lord, For the Opprofion of the 


_ * Ee 


ſt the Rich; that if they 8 ERM. 
be: cauſelefs, or groundleſs, they will come * 
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in Safety, from him that puſfeth at him, 
Pſalm xi. 5, And this, you fee, is fuld, 
got only of the Oppreſiion of the Poor, but 
alſo of the Sighing of the Needy ; that if 
we be * hard-hearted towards them, tho 
we don't hurt them, or 


1 and to raiſe u p God againſt 

„to paniſh us. Which ud make ns 
br, to carry well to thoſe of low De- 
ou: TE the oy WI, a "an; and 


» Deut. xv. 712 I there l. „ 
4 of thy Brethren, «within any of thy Gates, which the Lord 
h God giveth thes'; the gulf nt hartlen thy Heart, nor I 
thing Hand from thy poor Brother : But, thow Halt open thing 
| Hand wide unte him, and ſhalt forely lend him Jufficient for 


| Bis Need, in that which be wanterb. Beware that there bn | 


n a Thought in thy wic led Heart, Saying, The ſeventh Year, 
the Teas of Releaſe, is at Hand; amd thine Eye be evil againf 
i poor Brother, and thou giveft him noug he, and he cry unto 
the Lord as gainſt thee, and it be Sin unto thee : Thos hah 
ſorely give "has and thine Heart Mall wat ze grieved when 
thou give unte bim: Becauſe that for. this Thing the Lord 


thy God Hall Bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 


teft thine Hani unto. For the Poor hall never ceaſe out of 
the Land : Therefore 1 command thee, Jaying, Thou halt "open 
thine Hand wide unto thy Rrather, ro fo thy Fon, and to 1 
* my. Land. 


* . Nach, mY 
J eri, folth tht Lord; I will er H 


wrong them; yet 
if we don't relieve them in their Necelli- 
ties; that then their very Sighs are enough 


poor; 


K 


TF 


/ r r a ee 


the Widow, and fatherleſs Child; if thou 
 afflit# them in any wiſe, and they complain 


| poor; ”, are | ahiy bighly aw 4 
God; and the more ſo, becauſe of their 1. 
poor, and pitiful Condition. As God hath 
 plajnly declard himſelf, in his holy Word, 


to be 4 Father of the Fatherlſs, «a Fudge 


of the Widows, a Defender of - the Poor, 


| and an Avenger of the Oppreſſed, and the 


| Rtrong for them, and deal too hardly with 
them. Which therefore he ſtrictly warns 


us againſt, ſaying; Thou ſhalt not affiit# 


at all unto me ; nnn * C, 


Exod. XXil, au 23. 


By 1 3 


takes the Cauſe. of the Helpleſs and Poor 
ſelves unto him; to vindicate them, when 
| they are in a good Cauſe, or in a real pi- 
 -tiful Caſe, Then, I ſay, God will ſtand 
by them; and will either help them, and 
relieve them, and right them now; or elſaz 
will hereafter moſt tercibly avenge them of 
| 3 * will not turn, and 


„ "ol 


the Afflicted, and of all other People's 
Carriage to them; and of all their Com- 
Plaints againſt others, that do any Thing 
to vex them. For "their: very Groans, and 


Sigbe, 4s pierce through) tbe Clouds, and the 
Sies; and their Lamentations, and 9 


dh enter into God's Ears; and alfa; their 


Tears are put into his Bottle; and all their | 
Complaints are noted in bis Book. Which, 


and many other ſuch like familiar Expreſ- 
*fions, of a moſt tender Affection and Con- 


cern, are made Uſe of in the Holy Scrip- 


tures, to ſhew, how much God loveth, 
and careth for on Poor, = 


pour 
F To 


And al to Mew Bow eee 2 
A wicked a Thing it is, any Ways to 
injure, or to grieve poor People; who cant 


help, or right themſelves; becauſe they 
have ſo great a Friend in Heaven, who 
will, one Time or other, do it for them. 
"Therefore the-poorer, and the weaker, that 
any People are; and the more that they are 
in our Power, to 2 what we will with 
: 8 ? 2 ; 


1. pe heir — nba 4% the. Ss; For . 
— God is very mindful of the Poor, and of 
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Ca tio againſt Whoring, 


them; the more careful ſhould we be, What sx nas; 
ve do to them; Becauſe the more unable 


are to revenge, or right themſelves: Y" 
che more God will ſtand up for nn to 


| .- And ſo much I have faid, partiy by the 
by; as a Caution to us, not to oppreſs, or 
hurt, any that are under us; that are harm 


leſs, and helpleſs; for fear of ſome worle 
Thing befalling us for it. And partly, by 
Way of Compariſon, to let you ſee the 
Sin, and the Danger, of your evil Carriage 
to your late Wife; particularly in this 


heinous Crime, and Offence againſt her: 
. Wherein ſhe was, like all other poor help- 
leſs People, without any Remedy, or Re- 
venge, but what was to come from God 
above. For ſhe could not hinder you, from 
doing what you did againſt her; neither 
could ſhe tell how to right, or help herſelf. 


The moſt that ſhe, or any other poor Wo- 
man could do, in ſuch a Caſe, was to 


ſigh, and mourn, and cry, and complain; 
and you ſee how great a Score ſuch Things 
make in God's Book of Accounts, againſt 


I, 
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SRAM. all thoſs ben and bak 6 _ —. 
Land elplas and innocent 
— yo 
ua En (ths ga.) om 
were out of your Way; and far enough, 
as you may think, from diſturbing, * or 
hurting you; yet you are not fo ſafe, as 
you may imagine; but you are yet in 
Danger of her Complaints againſt you. 
For, as J aid before, not only the Living, 
but alſo the Dead, are ſaid in Scripture to 
_ ery unto God for Vengeance, againſt thoſe 
that have harmed them. And thus St. 
. Fobn in his Viſions, or Book of Revela- 
tions, ſpeaks of thoſe that were lain, or 
brought to their Grave by others before 
their Time; as if they were frequently 
crying unto God for Vengeance againſt 
their Oppreſſors, Perſecutors, or Murder 


Blood, on "her that "OOO" on we * 
5 Rev. vi. 10. 


= = ' And ſomething like this we may 1 
—_ + Poſe of — * Sen, hw injury, chat 


ers: Saying, How long, O Lord, holy, and 
true, wilt thou not judge, and avenge our 


,,,, cm. mn .m oo 


SS 


;Whinind _— : 


Ut UH jor kn in loving another S N 
Woman befide her, or perhaps more than . 
her; the Sighs, and Tears, that it might 
. force from her when alive; and her Cries 
for Vengeance, now that ſhe is dead; or, 
what is the ſame, if ſhe herſelf is now at 
reſt, and does hold her Peace; yet her pi- 
tiful Caſe does highly cry out to God a- 
gainſt you. For, as it is ſaid of the Blood 
of Abel, that it did cry unto God from the 


Ground again his Brother that flew him, 
Gen. iv. 10. So the great Injury, that you 
did your late Wife, by your Kindneſs, or 
Wickedneſs, with this Woman, does yet 
cry aloud unto Heaven againſt you ; and 
would moſt certainly, one Way or other, 

bring Vengeance from God upon you, ei- 

ther in this World or the next; if you be 


not truiy penitent, W _ 
gody e. ar EIT 
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And this i che Drift of my Diſcourls, 
of - what I have hitherto ſaid, and have 


0 further to ſay unto you, about this Mat- 
p- WS ter; and I hope you will make this good EP 
at Uſe of it, to lay it to Heart, and greatly -- 
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28 again | Whoring 
Sn eta Wee e : before! God for it, 
I. that he may forgive you. And therefore, 
; . St. Peter formerly advis d a great Offen. 

der, tho in a quite. different Caſe from 

yours; ſaying unto him, Nepent therefore 
of this thy Wickeaneſs; and pray God, if 

Perbepi the Thought -of thy. Heart may be 

forgiven thee. . For I perceive, that thou 

art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the 

Bond f Iniguity. Then anfiver d the Man, 

and ſaid, Pray ye to the Lord for me, thut 

none of theſe Things, «which, ye have. ſpoken; 
come upon nie, Acts vii. 22, 23. 80 I ſay 
unto you both, that ye muſt repent of this 
your great: Wickednels, and be ſo really 
moved with godly Sorrow for the ſame, 
as both yourſelves to be often praying unto 

_ God; that this: evil Deed of yours, with 


forgiven you; and that none of all thoſe 
evil Things, which ye have deſerv d, may 
come upon you. And that ye muſt alſo 
deſite other People to pray for you; that 
God may be gracious unto you, and 
pardon, and ſpare you, and bleſs: you 


all the evil Thoughts, and Devices, and 
Deſires of your Hearts about it, may be 


GO „ . 


Ke ee. r 


 Eautions agtinlt Whoting, 29 


"is one another, and in al 3 * | 
unto 2 viel os 209251 d, Has 9: 3 = 
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And this i the gesd End ed 5 
pearing here at this Time; to confeſs your 
Fault, and to profeſs your godly Sorrow 
for it; and to deſire the Congregation to 
join in Prayer to God, to forgive you, and 
to prevent his Judgments from falling upon 
you: Which I dare ſay that all of us here 
preſent, and all others that are virtuouſly 
inclin'd, and godly minded, would be very 
willing, and much gigcourag'd:to do; and 
alſo with the greater: Hope of Succeſs, and 
Acceptance With Gel; if we may believe, 
that 4 are . * e, 4 ſorrow 
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a not 5 08, but alſo for our- 
ſelves; and that we ſhall every one make | 1 
this good Uſe of this ſad Occaſion, not _ 
only to be concern'd for yours, but alſo to 9 
call our own Sins to Remembrance, and 
to be ſo ſincerely ſorry for them, as tho- 
roughly to forſake them; and then, we 
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N treating of! the great Sin 8 RAC. 

of Adultery, and Fornica= II. 

tion, I have hitherto con- —— 
ſider d it chieffy with reſpe&t 

to the married State; and 

tttt:erein have ſhewn, what a 

| Wickedadsitis in thoſe. that ate married, 

to offend in that Manner: What a Viola- 

tion it is of the ſacred Inſtitution: of Man- 


Triage, ordain d of God himſelf ; and what 
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8E K 51. a direct Breach it is of = Tlemn 9 ; 


IL 


and Promiſe of the perfecteſt Love, and 


_ CIOs of the © greateſt Fidelity, which all are 


oblig d to make at their Marriage; . and 


alſo what a great Damage, Ofſfence, and 


Trouble, it muſt be to the injur'd Perſon, 


whether the Huſband or the Wife, to be 


ſo grievouſly wrong d by the other; and 


conſequently, how much all thoſe that are 


| guilty of it may expect to ſuffer, either in 


| NN Ot _— it. e 


this World or the next; if they don't truly 


repent of: it after a moſt heatty, and godly 


Manner. 4 order to beings all 8 W855 


unto, 


3 to ſhew you ſome Aber in 


Circumſtances of this ſhameful Sin, even 
of a worſe Nature, e * a larger 
1 Ty EI 8 8 


» — E . 
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—— Another ase ani 
beer Circumſtance, of this great Crime 


of yours is this, that it isa great Offence to 


all your Neighbours, andi indeed to all true 
Chriſtians, that ſnall ever come © 18 
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\ SERM. 
Fo or you may be 90 that all your Re- II. 
1 and Friends, and all your Ac- — 
quaintance, that have any Kindneſs for 
you, can't but be offended at it, and very 
much griev d, and even aſham d for you 
that you ſhould be guilty of ſuch a ſcan- 
dalous, and wicked Thing. And eſpeci- 
ally all Perſons of real Virtue, Reputation, 
and Religion, can't but be greatly troubled 
at Heart, even with a right godly Sorrow; 
that ſuch a wicked Thing ſhould be done, 
by any that profeſs themſelyes to be Chriſ- 
tians. It can't, 1 ſay, but be a great Grief, 
apt; Matter of. Humiliation, . all thoſe 
ion in {edge hear of ſuch, an ill Thing 
being done; Eſpecially if it were to go un- 
puniſh d, or to remain unrepented of. As 
this lame. Apoſtle declares for himſelf, in 
this very Caſe of yours, how much he was 
troubled; and humbled, upon ſuch. a fad 
Occaſion. F or ſays he, I fear,  teft, when 2 
T come again, my Gad will humble me among 
vo, and that 1 ſhall bewail many, that 
have finned already; and have not repented 


Us the Uncleannefs, and Fornication, and 
: =. | Laſeivi- 
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SERM. Laſci vioufneſs, that they , have committed, 


II. 


2 Cor. xii, 2 1. Now if all others, that 


* have any Goodneſs in them, can't but be 


ſorry to hear of ſuch a ſhameful | Deed ' 


4 done; then how much more Reaſon have 


you both to be ſorrow ful, that you were 


guilty of ſuch an . oy ſe: xdalou 
Lon bl 5 * . ma np W D975 A 


* Fo . $, es . 
+ 18 21 101 re . n 


Ae tho! Has fooliſh, and. wicked Peo- 
5 may, perhaps, rejoiee at it; and even 


make a Mock, or a Jeſt of it; as it is 


noted in Scripture, as the greateſt F olly, 
or as the peculiar Property of Fools, to 


male a Mock at Sin *; yet it is no leſs an 


Offence, and does a gelt deal of Miſchief, 


even among thoſe fooliſh wicked People; 


by hardening them in their 'Wickedneſfs, 
and by encouraging them to go on in their 
evil Ways, to follow vain Perſons, and to 


haunt Harlots Houſes, and the like; or 

elſe, by indulging themſelves the more 
freely in ſome other Vices, which they are 
moſt inclined to; and that, without any 


Fear of Puniſhment, if you had quite 
elcap'd unpuniſh'd Toe” this ER Tranſ- 


greſſion 


* Prov. xiv. 9. 
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. greſſion of yours. Yea, notwithſtanding 8 E RN. 
what you are put upon doing here; yet II. 


if you were afterwards, either by your 


Speech or Carriage, to ſhew your ſelves 


impenitent, and unconcern d, for that great 
Sin of yours; it would be a doing what 


you can, to draw other People in, and 


alſo to imbolden them in it; that is, with- 
out any Concern, or Sorrow of Heart for 
their Sins, to do any Thing, how ill 
ſoever, that they have a Mind to, if 


they find that you are no better for this; 
if your future Behaviour don't prove your 
Repentance to be true, and your Sorrow 
for "__— F cult to be. of a godly Mo 


| Andi Goats to all Kinds ak evil D diy 


even the worſt of all, chat are 1 of 
Wickedneſs, and Haters of Godlineſs, and 
Enemies to God, and to all Goodneſs; this 
Crime of yours would be a moſt ſad Offence ; 
even ſo far; as to give them Occaſion to 


blaſpheme, and ſpeak evil of God; and to 


harbour an ill Opinion of his holy Word, 
and of his Worſhip, and of all Religion, 
and of all the Profeſſors of it; if any of 
them mein commit Adaltery, or Forni- 


D2 cation, 
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II. any Way puniſh'd for it; or were not 
brought to ſome Shame; and did not ſhew 
ſome Sorrow for it; even an hearty,” and 
godly Sorrow for their Crime. Which 

therefore you ooght to do; both to prevent 
thoſe that are given to that Vice from 


to prevent others, who are yet innocent, 
from giving Way to ſuch an heinous Sin; 
which they ſee ſome brought to ſo much 
Shame, and to ſo much Sorrow for. For 
5 you yourſelves cant but be convine'd of 
| this, that if you were to appear no Way 
cConcern'd, either with Shame, or with Sor- 
row for your Fault; it would be a great 
Offence, and Temptation to others, 
"entice; or incline them, to do the like. It 
could not but greatly encourage thoſe that 
are vnimarry'd to go aſtray, when a mar- 
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and it would, moſt likely, put thoſe that 
are young upon doing the ſame, when 


one N in n en not . | 
4K. a Axe 


"0 10 be en; . even with à godly 
Sorrow, 


SERM. cation, without being taken notice of, or | 


going on, and growing worſe; and alſo 


ry'd Perſon does ſnew them the Way; 
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80 e Restoh te you to "right, 
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| Sorrow, for this great Sin of yours; in n SE RN. 
order to remove all the Offences, that you II. 
have given by it; and alſo to prevent wy YO ” 

others from taking Offence, or learning 
Wickedneſs from it. As, if you have any 
Principles of Religion yet remaining in 
you, you can't but mg ſeriouſly ſorrow to 
Repentance, for what you have moſt raſhly, 
and rudely done; for fear of any others 


taking Example by you, to do wickedly ; 
enn in . or in 0 n wales ja 


{And again, Fi auh, The laſt; and OI 
Aggravation of this heinous Sin of yours 
zs, that it is a great Treſpaſs, and Offence 
againſt God. It is a Sin, which God hath 
forbidden us in his Commandments, next 
unto Murder; as a Sin that is next to it in 
Wickedneſs, and Miſchief; and therefore 
that, next to Murder, every one ſhould be 
afraid to commit Adultery, or Fornication; 
becauſe, it is a Sort of murdering one's- 
ſelf, both Soul and Body. And therefore, 
the Apoſtle calls it a Sin againſt a Man's 
own Body; thereby to warn ory” one, 
the more exeull to flee from it. 
* I Cor. vi. 18. 
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* Non. if we. we 95 bes our Bodies as 15 
rut Places, which God delighteth to dwell in, 
or as Temples of the: Holy Ghoſt ; it ſhews, 
how heinous a Thing it is, to make them 
Inſtruments of Uncleanneſs, and Fornica- 
tion, or of any Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin. 
For ſays the Apoſtle, What, know. ye not, 
| that your Body is the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is in you; which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? 1 Cor. vi. 
19. Or, if we conſider our Bodies, as 
| Members of Chriſt's Body, the Church; 
it makes the Sin of Adultery, and Forni- 
cation, to be ſo great, as no Chriſtian, 
ſhould dare to be guilty of. As the Apoſ- 
tle argueth in the fame Place; for ſays he, 
| Know ye not, that your Bodies are the Mem- 
| bers of Chriſt? Shall I then take the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and make them the Members 
F an Harkt? God forbid, 1 Cor. vi. 1g. 
Or, if we conſider our Bodies only, as the 
Work of God; it is a great Shame, and 
Sin, to uſe them ſo baſely, as to commit 
Filthineſs, and Fornication, with them. 
As the Holy Scripture puts us in Mind; 
ſaying, This is 41 Will ad God, even your 
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Sancti fication ;/ ; that ye ſoould abſtain. from Ss R *. 
Fornication. That every one of you ſhould IT. 
know how to "poſſeſs his Veſſel in Sanctiſica- 
tion, and Honour; not in the Luſts of Con- 
cupiſcence, as the Gentiles, which know nor 
Gad. For God hath not call d you unto 


2 but unto TE,” 1 a by, 


pon all theſs Accounts boch Adultery, 
and alſo Fornication, is a very grievous 


Sin; for it greatly debaſeth a Man, and 


diſhonoureth his Body, and defileth his 


Mind, and maketh him like the Gentiles, 
or almoſt like the Beaſts. It is alſo con- 
trary to the good Will of God, and grieveth 
the Holy Spirit, and maketh all that our 


bleſſed Saviour hath done, to be of no 


Effect with ſuch a one. For the Son of 
God, our bleſſed Saviour, will not redeem 
ſuch a one; neither will God the Father 
love him, nor the Holy Ghoſt dwell or 
abide with him, that abuſeth his Body to 
Fornication, and keepeth it not holy unto 
the Lord. So that ſuch a vile Sinner is 
not worthy to be called a Child of God, 
or a Member of Chriſt, or a Temple of 


D 4 the 


40 


Sx AM. the Holy Ghoſt ; nor. is pable of wa 
II. 
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„ fiieation, or Ju ſtifcation, or Redemption, 


” or Salvation; ſo long as he goes on to in- 


dulge himſelf in the heinous Sin of Adul- 
tery, F ornication, Uncleanneſs, or the like. 
But if he confiders, and gives it over, and 
| brings forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 


by leading a virtuous and godly Life ever 


after ; then, indeed, the Caſe is quite al- 


ter'd, becauſe he is become, as it were, an- 


other Man, or a new Man; and ſo, is in 
8 very hopeful, or ſure W ay. of Salvation, 
notwithſtanding all the Eyil that he hath . 
formerly done; which upon his Repen- F 
| tance, and Converſion, ſhall not be im- 
puted unto him. But without Repentance, 
and Newneſs of Life, there is no Hope, of 
Salvation, for any one that lives in the 
heinous Sin of Fornication. So much is 
the Sin of Fornication a Sin againſt our- 
ſelves, and W a Sin n Al- 
L ati God. 7 


It 1s moreover a a great Sin, and Offence 
againſt God, as it is a Sin againſt others, 
or a Sin committed with others. For a 
RI 4 can't be e this Way, without 


W 


" ms loin - - es 2 8 
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making another as wicked as e SE IN 


which adds much to the Guilt, and to 


the Burden of the Sin of Fornication: — — 


Becauſe it is a fad Thing to be Partners 
in Iniquity, or to be Partakers with other 
Peoples Sins; or to have other Peoples 
Sins to anſwer for, as well as their own; 
by making one, or two, or N W 
as bad as 9 


But . in n thoſe that are 3 
the Miſchief, and the Offence, and the 
Sin is the greater: Becauſe thereby a Man 
does a great deal more Miſchief, and grie- 
vouſly fins both Ways; both againſt the 
Woman, that he makes an Harlot of; 
and alſo againſt his own Wife, that he is 
ſo unfaithful, and unkind to, For it is 


Low, 4 


his Wife; 3 — the Treaelt 3 


that a Wife can give to her Huſband, to 


be guilty of criminal Converſation with 
another; which is ſuch an Injury, and 
Provocation, as ſcarce any Man can bear; 
yea, can ſcarce bear the Thought, or the 
Jealouſy of. For, as Solomon ſays, 71. 
* 16 the Rage of a Man; 3 therefore be 
will 


bs. of 
Sr RM.will not ſhare thee in the Day of Vengeance. 


II. He will nat regard any Ranſom; neither 
GA ill he reſt contented, though thou give many 


Cautions agu Whoring. 


Gifts, Prov. vi. 34, 3 5. 


Sin of Adultery, Fornication, Uncleans 


_ neſs, and the like; and ſeverely threatneth 


all thoſe that, after all, dare to indulge 
themſelves in any ſuch abominable Wick- 
edneſs. For the Scripture aſſures us, that 


W boremongers, and Adulterers, _ God will 
Judge, Heb. xiii. 4. And, indeed, God 


does ſometimes remarkably judge, or ſe- 
verely puniſh Whoremongers, and Adul- 


terers, even in this Life; by giving them 
over to their own Hearts Luſts, to follow 


their own vain Imaginations, till they come 


to be almoſt deſperate; and that, not only 
as to the State of their Souls, but alſo as 


to their worldly Eſtate. For ſuch evil 


Doers do very often grow careleſs in their 
Affairs, and waſtful of their Goods; and 


run themſelves into many Straits, and 


Troubles ; and bring upon themſelves many 


ud Pains, and Diſeaſes; befides. the 


"on 


For theſe, and many other geit Rea- 
| ſons, God ſtrictly forbiddeth us the great 


nie againſt Whoring. 


of all tack bam e e 0 


by if, * all this, 4 evil Doers 


can't be made weary of their Wickedneſs, 
and be brought to Repentance, and to 


leave off their Sins; then God will judge 


them, or puniſh them moſt ſadly here- 


| after. For, as the Scripture ſpeaketh ex- 
preſſy of Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- 


neſs, Laſeiviouſneſs, and all the other Works 


of the Fleſh ; that they, that do ſuch Things, 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, Gal. 
v. 19—22. And as Whoremongers, and 
Adulterers, ſhall have no Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of God; ſo they muſt, on the 
_ contrary, have their Inheritance, or their 
Portion, among ſuch evil Doers as them- 
ſelves; and in ſuch fad Things, as they 
deſerve; even in the Lake, and Torments 
of Hell. As it is written, that the Fear- 
ful, that is, ſuch as dare not do their Duty 


to God for fear of Men, or for fear of | 
coming to ſome Harm, or Trouble by it; 


that all ſuch fearful and falſe hearted Chrit- 


tia ns, and Unbelievers, and the Aominable, 


ad 


43 
| great Torture of a guilty Conſcience, which 8 E RM. 
is always the fad Companion of that, and 4 


—— PPP 
2 * 


cee againſt Whoring: 


87 ER M. and Murderers, and Wi 'boremongers, and 
II. Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Liars, © 
all have their Part in the Lake: which 


burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which 
is the e Datz, Rev. xxi. 1 The 


mw 7A God —_ 8 0 FRY Laine of 
the worſt Calamities of this Life, and does 
threaten the greateſt Torments of the next, 
upon Whoremongers, and Adulterers, and 
ſuch like evil Doers ; that, except they re- 
pent, they ſhall all periſh eternally. And 
therefore, as this is the great Crime, which 
you have been guilty of, and this the ſore 
Judgment, which you have made your- 
ſelves liable to; and which there is no 
eſcaping, but by Repentance, and a godly 
Sorrow for your Fault; it is therefore very 
adviſable for you both, to bring yourſelves 


to this truly penitent and godly e a8 1 | 


ſoon, and as ſeriouſly as 250 can. 


For 1 1 have all 8 directed 


my Diſcourſe chiefly to the Man; yet, as 

the Woman was in the ſame Tranſgreſſion, 
and as deeply concern'd in the Guilt; fo 
_ the 9 to be i in the Shame, and Sorrow 
| for 


ms Y rs 


— >. 


—. 


it, I may, after all, appeal to both your — 
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for it. And how great a Tranſgreſſion that S x K N. 
is, and how ſorrowful you ought to be for * II. 


Conſciences; Which would greatly con- 

demn you of much Guilt in this Caſe; if 

you would but put the Caſe to yourſelves, 

now that you are married. As, if ſhe, 

that is now your Wife, ſhould be kind 

with another Man, as ſhe was with you in 

your late Wife's Time; how ill would you 

take it of him, eſpecially of her; and 

how wrathfully would you look upon her, 

as a moſt perfidious and baſe Woman, for 

ſo greatly wronging you in ſuch a Man- 

ner? And yet, ſo greatly: did you both 

wrong your: late Wife, Or, on the other 

Side, if your Maid-Servant ſhould play the 

Whore with your Huſband, as you did 

with him before you were married, and 

even when his other Wife was alive; what 

an unfaithful Servant would you think her, 

and what a wicked Creature would you 

call her? And yet, ſuch à one was you 

do your late Miſtreſs. Such a Suppoſition, 
I fay, as this would convince you both, 

and perhaps more than any Thing elſe chat 

I can ſay unto you, how very wicked you 

were 


2 — — — 
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SE AA were both in this Thipg; even you, as 


. 


well as he. For, tho' you were not 10 


"a married Woman, yet, your. Crime was 


with a married Man; and fo, you are 


equally guilty of all the Breaches of his 


Marriage Covenant, and of the Violation 


of his ſolemn Vow at it; and of all the 


Injuries done to his former Wife, and of 
all the Sorrows brought upon her by it; 
and thereby, you are equally liable to all 


the ſore Judgments and Vengeance, that 
her on Cries and Complaints, or her la- 
; mentable Caſe, may cauſe 'to come: upon 

vou for it; if you do not equally repent. 
And you are alſo equally guilty of all the 


Evils and Offences, that may come to any 


others, from this ſhameful Deed of yours; 
becauſe thereby you alſo, as well as he, 


have given great Cauſe of Trouble to 


7 oſs that are good; and as great Encou- 


ragement to thoſe that are bad; and indeed 
have thereby laid a Snare, and a Tempta- 
tion, for all that would follow you, to do 


the ſame Thing; beſides the great Occa- 


ſion of Scandal that you have brought 


upon yourſelf, and your Sex, by your 


Lightneſs, and Lewdneſs. All which 


, 5 can't 
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can't but be a great Offence, and Treſpaſs 8E RM. 
againſt God; and muſt provoke his Indig= IL 
nation againſt. you, i you don't gs 8 
por of . tet, 


3 5 WE Bagg . an 1 of 
whey hath been ſaid, I intreat you both 
alike, to conſider with yourſelves, and 
with one another, what Wickedneſo, and 
Mliſchief, you have hereby done; and to 
lay it ſeriouſly: to Heart, ſo as to beget in 
you a godly Sorrow, and an utter Abhor- 
rence of it, with a great Indignation a- 
gainſt yourſelves for it, ſo long as you live: 
That, ſo often as you ſhall hereafter think 
pf it, (as you ſhould: often think of it on 

Purpoſe) you may be humble, N ex- 
Wir . for u. "vnoma.. vai? 


And: "WY as vou are now "martied to 
one another, which Was moſt proper for 
you to be; becauſe as you had been naught 
together, you wete-the fitteſt for one an- 
other; ſo you ought- to ſtrive together, to 
bring one another to a true Senſe. of your 
Sin, and of the exceeding Sinfulneſs of it, 
and to. a "thonpughy! Repentance, and a 
| godly 
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8E RM godly: Sorrow for it; and not, by any 


- Means, to encourage” and harden-one an- 
GL ther in it; which is a Thing, that you 
ought, above all, to avoid, and to be a- 

fraid of falling into; I mean, into a Shame- 
leſneſs, and an Hardneſs of Heart; which 
is one of the greateſt! Plagues, or Curſes, 
that one can be under, on this Side Hell; 


Ne 


f 
and is a certain Sign of great Enmity : 
with God, and of an Averſion, | to. that 4 

which is good; and is a ſure forerunning 8 
Sign n of God's Wrath; and, if perſiſted þ 
in, will lead at laſt to the great Day of 8 
Wrath. For when any Perſons commit a þ 
great Crime, like this of yours, and are 4 
not afraid, and greatly concern'd for it; : 

but rather think light of it, as a common | 

Thing among Men, which many have 

been guilty of beſide themſelves, and ſo, 3 
harden themſelves in it; it looks as if they F 
were paſt Shame, or paſt Grace; and ſo, 2, 


paſt all Hopes of eſcaping the Judgments 4 
of God, eſpecially the Judgment to come, WF „ 
Which, I ſay, you ought, above all Things, 8 
ey 
an 


to endeavour to eſcape, and moſt of all to 
be afraid of falling into; more than of 


bk to Decay, by Yn your Subſtance 
blaſted, 


Pg 


blaſted, and waſting away by ſome evil Sz, 
Accidents, or by your own Folly and Ex. H. 


tune àgainſt n 


travagance, till you be brought very low. 2 


But you ought to be more afraid of the 
Judgment to come, more than of any 


Thing that can happen wrong to you in 
this preſent Life; more than if you ſhould 


even meet with much Diſappointment, 
and Vexation from one another; or from 


any others; or ſhould have ſome other 


great Croſſes and Afflictions befalling you, 


as the natural Fruits, and Wages of your 


pop and which have been often known to 
befal many others in your Caſe, I mean in 
your Crime; and which you may well 


fear, will befal you alſo; if you will not 


ſeriouſly ſet yourſelyes to repent. But what 
you ought, I ſay, moſt of all to be afraid 
of, is the heavy Wrath of God, and the 
Judgment to come; and what does un- 
avoidably lead unto it, that is, an Hardneſs 
of Heart, and an Obſtinacy in Sin. For 


while any People wilfully perfiſt in their 


Sins, they muſt be in danger of meeting 


with ſome great worldly Trouble; or how- 


ever, they muſt be in a continual Dread, 
and fearful looking for Judgment. To 


avoid 
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Sen you can, to get your Hearts into a 
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4 Avoid a which you muſt repent, 


humble youtſdyes before God; and do 
Fight Frame; or, into à real Sorrow for 


= Uh, und forall Four 1 5 


even in this Life, God is often 
for ſuch 


Way of eſcaping che Judgment, or "ny 
Peer the On to come. 22 | 


It! 0 


End this 'is als vid ure Way 4 ef 
Ping all the Evils, that are due to you for 


this great Crime, and to eſcape all the 


upon the Wicked for their Sins; eſpecially, 


and Fornication; but alſo, is the only ſure 


(51 
be Wiel God foes! your ane an 


and your true Repentance, he will: be gra- 


cious unto you, and forgive you the Exil 


n yy your | doing; and may be' pleaſed to 


prevent any fore Judgment from falling 


upon you for it in this World; and allo to 


"fave, and deliver you, from the Tertibleneſ 


of the Wrath to come. So much Good 


may you get by being truly ſorry for your 
et po or 9 after a godly Manner; 


eee e 


einous' Sins as thoſe of Adultery, 


that 8 


* 
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that it will bring you to Repentance, and — 
Repentance will lead you to Salvation; and II. 
then, you will never repent, or be ſorry; © 
that you were put upon this Duty of re- 
penting, an forrowing towards God, for 


your Sins.” For, as it is ſaid in the Verſe 
following the Text, Godly _—_ avorketh 


Repentance to Salvation; not to be repented 
of. And thus I wiſh, that you would be 


ſorry for your Fault after a fincere godly 
= Manner; and make your ern —_ | 
5 as heed not tobe i md ow ene, 


f x Mie only one Thing r more 5 idee 
of you both, and which you [yourſelves 
may think very proper to perform; and 
that is, that you would forgive one anothet 
this great Crime, which you committed 
together; and that you would never re- 
proach one another with it. For as you 
would think it hard, to be told of it here- 

| after by any others; as indeed it would 
be uhjuſt, and uncharitable in any one, 
eyer to tell you of it, now that you have 
made all the Satisfaction for it, that the 
Law requires; and have confeſsd your 
Fault, and. profeſs'd your Repentance, and 
„ Soros 
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SERM. Sorrow for it, and that, as we may hope, 
II. after an hearty, and godly Manner; as it 
ould not, I fay, be well in any others, 
and as you would not take it well of them, 
to tell you any more of your Fault, after 
you have now fo publicly own'd it, and 
beg'd Pardon for it; fo, you yourlclve 
ſhould not do it to one another. You 
ſhould not ſo much as ever mention it, ex- 
cept it be by Way of Repentance, Sorrow, 
and Humiliation; but not, by any Means, 
to upbraid one another with it. But ſhould Wn 
fully forgive one another all that is paſt; N 
and, for the future, endeavour to live lo- 
ingly, and quietly, and honeſtly, and in- 
noeentiy together; as ye hope to be for- 
given, and. vin. beloved of God. 
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1 now; in the la 8 for 3 

4 Application, which may concern us all; 
and that is, that we ſhould carefully avoid 
all thoſe evil Ways, which may bring 
A pon us either Shame, or Sorrow; which 
are indeed the common Fruits, and Wages, 
and Effects of all Wickedneſs, to bring the 
Dioers thereof to Shame, and Trouble, and 
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ſeriouſly repented of. And this: made the 


after all, to the Death eternal, if it be not ny RM. 


Apoſtle think, that 1 it would be a good AS * V fo 
| gument with all ſuch who have any Con- 


| ſcience, or Conſideration in them, to turn 
them from their Sins; by putting them in 
Mind of the ill Effects of them. For ſays 
he, What Fruit had ye then in thoſe Things, 
whereof ye are nom aſbam'd? for the Ed 
of thoſe Things is Death, Rom. vi. 2 1. And 
therefore, let us all be careful to avoid 
all ſuch ſhameful, and hurtful Things. 
And if we have hitherto. been too careleſs, 
or rather wicked in our Lives; and have 
done too many Things amiſs, whether by 
Word or Deed; to the Shame of ourſelves, 

the Offence of others, and the Diſpleaſure 
of God, let us heartily repent of it; and 
ſtrive to live better for the future, by walk- 
ing circumſpectly in all our Ways; that 
ſo, we may blot out all our former Tranſ- 
greſſions, and wipe off all our Shame, and 
recover our Reputation, and remove all the 
Offences that we have given, and regain 
the Favour of God, with the Love and 

Reſpect of all good Men, and withal en- 
joy the Comfort of a quiet, and good 
Conſcience within ourſelves. 
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| Ms in like Mannes,/ K Ts eu n 
Folly and Wickedneſs, we have ſometimes 
brought ourſelves into great Danger and 


Harm, or have provok'd God to fend ſome 


Troubles upon us, let us be ſorry for it; 


and that, not after a worldly,” but after a 
godly Manner. That is, let us not at any 
Tims grieve, or fret ourſelves. for out 


"Troubles, ſo much as for dur Sins; and 


get us not fo often think hw gest Wer 
Troubles are, as 'how greatly we have de- 


them; and let us not defire fo 


are to get out of our Troubles, as th 


get out-of our Sins; or rather, let us ftrive 


to get out of our Sins, and that will be 
the k ne to e. er * Troubles 
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Pane to Messe if v we” wil but 0 


| ne for our Troubles, or rather for our 
Sins, which are the Occaſion of them; if 


we will but ſorrow for them to Repen- 
tance, or after a godly Manner, it may 
pleaſe God to remove them both 3 

from us; both to pardon our Sins, and to 
take 8 our Pune 1 0 to 3 4- 


1 


Ie; * 's "way 


iu | againſt * 


| way all Tears from our Eyes, and all nes 
row from our Hearts; and to make both I. 
our Lives, and our Conſciences, more cafy, , 
and comfortable to us, all the Remainder 
of out Days; and finally, tv give up good 
Hopes of being happy in the Life ever- 
| 2 thro' Jeſus: Chriſt our Lord, 4 | 
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Marriags is honourable in all, ad 
the Bed undeſled; But Whore- 
mongers, and eee God 


Wane . 


N this Chapter re are ſe- 
veral ſhort, and weighty 
2 Sentences, as ſo many Pro- 


all that would lead a vit- 
bun and a godly Life; and among the 
reſt, this of the Text is as remarkable, 
and uſeful as any; "towards the encou- 
raging, and promoting of * and Vir- 
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Fa dne worthy to be ob- 
= ſerv'd, and remembred, by 
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tue; eſpecially thoſe of Purity; Modeſty, —— : 
and} Chaſtity among Mankind; by ſhew- III. 
ing them the Heinouſneſs, and the Unhap -- 

pineſs, of the contrary Vices of Whore- 

8 and Adultery; by Reaſon of the 
Wrath, and Judgment of God againſt 
them ; how that God will certainly judge, 
and puniſh, either in this World or the 
next, all thoſe that are given to ſuch Sins, 
without a timely, and true RA 


And for the ßer „ of theſe Sins, 
the Text alſo ſhews them a Way to eſcape z 
by preſcribing, to all thoſe that ſtand in 
need of it, a Remedy allow'd, and or- 
dain'd of God, towards this End; that is, 
the honourable, and holy State of Matri- 
mony. That all thoſe * be W 
ble who live in Whoredom, or Adult 
. becauſe, there is no Occaſion: for 

doing; ſeeing that they might ma and : 
ſo might live comfortably, and incocently ; z- 
for, as the Text ſays, The Marriage-bed is 
undi d. Which therefore is much more 
_ adviſable, and commendable than to live 
in a looſe, and a lewd Manner; which is 


"NG Sin, anda * to prevent which, 
Mar- 


dee Martine is recommended a8 a buy. and 
ondqur, to 

—— thoſs thine baker — -fhr: it: For 
| Marriage is honourable in all. | hereag, 
on the contrary, for any Perſons: to ve 
Aiſorderly in Uncleanneſs, and Laſcivioul- 

neſs, without marrying, or befdre Mar- 
rage, they” make themſelves! guilty! ef 
Whoredom, and thereby liable to God's 
Judgments. For Whoremongers, and Au 

ny God will Jus.” : 
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Tbet Words of the Text Sem bs b 


en directed againſt the baſe Prinei- 
-ples, and bad Practices, of ſome Men of 
ungodly Minds, and of looſe Lives; Who, 
that they may live after their own; Hearts 
Luſts, do what they can, both by their 
Wotds and Actions, to diſcourage, and to 
diſparage the boly State of Matrimauy. And 
therefore the Apoſtle, in order to ſhe w ſuch 
Men the Sin, and the Danger, of ſuchla 
ſhameful lewd Way of living, and alſo 
the Remedy for it, he recommends to 
them the married State; by telling them, 
that Marriage is bonourable in all; that is, 
an n. that are inclin'd to it and 
260 2 os tht 
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PR,” are of Gfficient Aye, and Diſcretion; 981 RM. 


to undertake ſo great a Concern; whether 


they be rich or poor, or of what Condi- 8 80 
tion, or Calling, ſoever they be. For to 

this End, it is very wiſely order d, by the 
good Providence of God, that there ſhould . 


be ſo many different Degrees, and Condi- 


tions, of Men in the World; that all Per- 


| ſons, that are virtuous and honeſt, ' and 


behave themſelves well in their Places, eſpe- 


cially if they be religious, and good; tho, 


in other Reſpecte, they be but ordinary 


Perſons, or of mean Circumſtances; yet, 


if they be defirous, - they may provide 


_ themſelves with Helps meet for them, and 


may marry ſuitably enough to themſelves ; 
2 ſo . be under no . IG or 


5 "wy EP T0 


” Bur? if in ſome Caſes, or with ſome 1 
ſons, it be otherwiſe; that is, if ſome Per- 


ſons will be indiſcreet, and improvident in 
their Callings ; and will live idly, and ex- 


travagantly, to the Height of, or above 
what they have, even while they are ſin- 


| gle; all ſuch are much more unfit for the 
hs State, fo long as ny live thus, as 


5 it 


81 1 * M. it were 1 any Thought 5 abu 
taking any Pains: to get, or any Care to 

fſave; but rather waſte their Subſtance with 

Riotouſheſs, or. with a apps * ex. 


n wer of + 
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Circumſtances, are nevertheleſs of ſuch ill 
Conditions, or of ſuch unſociable Tem- 
pers, or of ſuch corrupt Manners, that 
there is no Hope of living comfortably 
with them: Or if ſome others be of ſuch 
high Minds, that they aim at too great 
Things for themſelves; and will not vouch- 
ſafe to marry, unleſs it be to ſuch as are 
above them; either more worthy in their 
Perſons, | or of much better Circumſtan- 
ces than themſelves: Then indeed it's no 
Wonder if ſuch Perſons, of ſuch high 
Minds, or of ſuch bad Characters, or of 
ſuch ill Tempers, or. of ſuch ſtrange Man- 
ners, can neither marry well, nor live well 
without it; but fall into Temptation, and 
the Snare of the Deyil; and into divers 
fooliſh, and hurtful Luſts; and fo, under 
The Wrath, and Js. of God. F or, 

| : | 5 
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as the Text ſays, rays and Aue 
| terers, God will judge. ue III 5 


| Tho even ſuch diſordedly, and wicked 
Perſou may alſo marry after. their Kind 
for there are 2 any Perſons ſo wicked, 
but there are others as ill; by which 
Means, the very gs People of all may 
be marry'd to ſuch as. themſelves; but 
then, they can't much expect to live hap- 
pily together, unleſs, they can reform one 
another, and leave off their evil Ways; 
Which, indeed, is ſometimes the good Ef- 
fect of marrying. But except ſuch diſor- : 
derly Perſons as theſe, all others. may marry 
well, if they, be mindful. As it greatly 
behoves all ſo to be, in ſuch a grand Con- 
cern of Liſe; eſpecially they that would 
live innocently,” and are ſometimes in Dan- 
ger of doing, otherwiſe, while, they live 
ſingly; to all ſuch. is the Marriage-State 
| moſt of all recommended, As it's upon 
this Account, that the Apoſtle here in the 


Text ſpeaks ſo much in Honour of Mar- 
riage, in Oppoſition to that wicked, and 
woful Way of living in Whoredom, and 

| Adultery: Saying, Marriage is bonourable ; 
in 
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2 ö 2. and, be B. mutgſutd; ee, 
III ane, and Adulterers, Cod wil I jugge. 
— 
Which Worls' * the Text I will treat 
- us well as I can; in ſuch a Way, as 
may be of moſt Uſe 05:65 all; both to 
thoſe that ate marry d, and to thoſe that 
re not; both to thoſe that hope in Time 
to enter into the marryd State, and to 
thoſe that have no Thought of it; and 
both to thoſe that refrain from it either 3 
cut of e good ot ont of an evil inci 
1 haelt ae key ſomething con the 


en and Youth ;\ of the great Care | 
0 War tach ih be ien of them, that they 
be virtitoully brought up, and at length 
prucently put but to fuch Bufineſßs, or ſet- 
Hed in ſoch a Way, as they may live wel 
All their Life,” All which Things, ariſing 
from this Dottrine of the Text, do make 
it a proper, and FOE TE to be 
Treated _—_ - 
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e The: eee of Se n 
 gainſt Sinners, particularly, thoſe that 


are vicious, and lewd ; that Whoremon- 


een ns | Adulterers, God will jacke. 4 


900 : 
"Js 1 am e the Be ongur, 1 
lnnocency of a N State z 3 1 dip that 
| 2 is hon 


| e 7 t 15 


Ws, 


* Martiage | is e in We” F 


Refpedts, eſpecially in theſe four. Firl 
For the Author of it; it being ordain'd of 
God. Secondly, For the Neceflity; and 
_ Uſefulneſs of it, towards the Support, and 
Comfort of Mankind. . Thirdly, For the 


Peaceableneſs of it; it being the very Bond 


of Peace, and Love. And, F outthly, For 


the Purity, and Innocency of it; the Mar- 


| riage Bed being undefild. 1 will "endeavour 


to Rune the Honour of Marriage in | all 
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enge Reſpedts; but FO in the two fit 


E | of Va W H r tw 


1 . 
„ 


N * * 2 
4 — 4 1 18 1 


3 Y : . wg 2. . 
* 2 wa ADL 3k 3 JAR * 2 


| And, Firſt, 15 am to oF wa 
riage is honourable for the Author of it; 
it being, by the great Wiſdom and Gobd- 
neſs of God, appointed in the Beginning 
of the World, for the Benefit of Man- 
kind. For as God at the firſt faw; that 
it was not fit, or good for Man, that he 
ſhould live Alone, but that he ſhould have 
- an Help meet for him; ſo the firſt Order, 


that God made among Men, e 


Marriage; that the firſt Man and Woman 
ſhould be join d together, as Man and 
Wife; or, as our bleſſed Saviour exprefleth 
it, that they twain OW be one bat Mat. 
BE Sic 


And i in its 1 Nabel Mat ü 

of ſuch an honourable, or high, and di- 
vine Appointment, our blefſed Saviour, 
when he Was upon Earth, was Pleas d to 
be preſent upon ſuch an Occaſion; and 
moreover, thought fit to do the. firſt Mi- 
, racle, chat he n at's Mop 
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Feaſt 3 menins a. great deal of Water Sx Abe 5 
into Wine, for the Entertainment of the — * 
Gueſts; as it were in Approbation, and "Yu 


Honour, of the holy State of Matrimony. 


And upon the ſame Account, moſt wiſe 


Men, in all Ages, have always ſpoken 
well of Marriage, as a very prudent, and 
good Inſtitution. And accordingly, all the 
civilia d Nations in the World have always 


accounted, and. eftabliſh'd, the State of 


Marriage, as a moſt ſacred, inviolable, and 
honourable. State among Men. And in 
Conſideration of the many great Benefits 
flowing from it, not only to the married 


| Perſons themſelves, but alſo to the Pub- 


lick ; therefore .moſt Countries have not 
only granted the Precedency to married 
Perſons before others, but alſo have ho- 
nour'd it with many Honours, Privileges, 


and Advantages; the better to 2 5 


and promote it among. their People ; 
whom it was uſually reckon'd a Diladren- 


tage, or a Calamity, to be kept from mar- 


rying. As we. read of the People of N 
rael, that, at one Time, they were in ſuch 
a calamitous Condition, that there was 


little heard among them, but Weeping, and 
4 - * ; 
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WYVV rientions, 1s one 1 ateſt Affi. 

min, or Judgments, that them at 

| that Time. For atnong the reft of their 

id Calatnities, he fays that, Their Mam 

63. Yea, when God was pleas'd forns. | 

times to threaten wicked People, that te 

Would feverely puniſh them, if they would | 

not turm from their Iniquities; he rept 

| Rents the Gritvouſheſs of the AMliQien, 

that he Would Rnd upon them for cher 

Wickedneſs, by the ad Want of Ma, 
Hages among them. As he does by the 

| Lord, I will cauſe to ceaſe from th Citles if 

Judah, and from the Streets of Jeruſalem, 

The Voice of Mirth, and the Voice of G 

neſs; the Voice of the Bridegroom, and th 

Vaice bf the Bride; for the Lund ſbal 

#jolate, Jet. vii. 34. And fo, on the en. 

trary, when God was pleas'd to deliver hi 

People again out of Captivity, and Mike 

ty; then their Joy, and Happineſs, is de. 

ſcrib'd by that of the Marriages, that ſhould } 

de again among them, As God peaketh 


R 


I 
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| in another Place by the fame Prophet, 82 * 
ſaying, Thereq/bull be beard again in this III. 


Place, the Voice of Foy, and the Voice of 

. Gladneſs ; the Voice of the Bridegroom, and 
= Voice of the Bride; and the Voice" of 

them that ſhall fay, Praiſe the Lord 'of 


Eg; for the Lord is good, and bis Mercy 
enter fr cr Jer. n oF 1 


And thus the Marrlage-State Una: 55 
ing the chiefeſt Happineſs * upon Earth, 
and bringing the greateſt Benefit to Man- 
kind, is highly eſteem'd of by moſt Peo- 
ple, and carefully ee by all Na- 
tions; and accordingly,” has always been 
very earneſtly defir'd, and embrac d, by 
all Conditions, and Degrees of Men in'the 
World 3 and Þ, i made Bowourable by af. | 


But that, which. makes it the moſt bo. 
nourable of all, is, becauſe it is approv'd of 
God, whoſe own Ordinance it is; and 
who hath thereby ſtamp'd his Authority, 
and Honour upon it. And therefore, as 


F LS ESSE EDS 


| 


thoſe married Perſons, whom God hath 
join d together, no Man ought to put aſun- 

der; ſo that holy State of Marriage, which 
bf * God 


68 Directions about "OA 


TC hath been pleas d to honour with he 
II. own Inftitution, no Man * to e 
or open his Mouth _ 


N ene is alſo 8 

; fir the Neceſſity, and Uſefulneſs of it, to- 
=_— ward the Increaſe, and Welfare of Man- 
=_— kind. As we may obſerve from the Scrip- 
=_ ture Account of the Creation of the World, 
that as Marriage was the one Thing moſt 
neceſſary toward the repleniſhing, or. peo- 
pling the World; ſo the firſt Bleſſing, thut 
Sad waspleas'd to beſtow on Mankind, Was 
by way of Marriage; that they ſhould in- 
creaſe, and propagate their Kind. As it i 
written, that God created Man in his oun 
Inage, inthe Image. of God created be bin, 
Male and Female created he them. And 
God bleſſed them, and God ſaid unto them; 

Be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the 
Earth, Gen. i. 27, 28. And upon this 
Account, toward the Being and the Well- 
being of Mankind, Marriage may be truly 
ſaid to be honourable; as the moſt. neceſ- 
fary and. uſeful, as the moſt natural and 
innocent, yea, as the wiſeſt and beſt Or- 
* chat could hae . made in the 

F Werld, 


„ß, 
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„ World, for the Benefit of Mankind. Ad 8 7d. 
ad that, not only for the Propagation of them, III. 
8 but alſo for the Propagating of Religion, 

Y and Virtue along with them. For Mar- 

5 riage is the beſt Way, that could be de- 

8 vis d, to eſtabliſh the World upon a good 

4 Foundation; to bring Families to be right- 

3 ly order d, and Children to be well educa- 
dead, and to propagate Godlineſs to Poſteri- 

E ty; or, as the Prophet argueth, to feek, or 


4 | propagate, a * godly Seed, by marrying, 

| and keeping the Marriage-Coyenant invio- 
hit i fable. Which good Things can't be ex- 
me pected from the evil Ways of Whoredom, 
* and Adultery; no, nor from the ſtrange 
Ways of Polygamy ; but rather, on the 
contrary, TOE Ungodlineks, * Lo Vahap- 
F 


For if Men were e löerd to Ride "_ 
dren at their Defire, without marrying ; 
and were let looſe to their Lufts, to live 
promiſcuouſly together like brute Beaſts ; 
then there would be a ſhameful Offipring, 
and a ſinful Generation; then the World 
N ve oth in e and would be 

33 9 
* Malachi ii. 14, 15. | 


= Nipations « „ ani 
«. ſhortly brought to Deſtruction. Or, what 
is almoſt as ill, if Mer! were left to their 
Yo Liberty, to have as many Wives as they 
would, and to turn them off when they 
pleas d, and get others in their Stead, this 
would breed Abundance. of ill Blood; even 
innumerable and endleſs Jealouſies, Hatreds, 
and Quarrels, if not many barbarous Mur- 
den. Yea this would breed abundance 
of ill begotten, and ill educated Children; 
who. had better neyer be born, than to by 
born, and brought up, after ſuch a fad 
Manner. Such Children, I ſay, had bet- 
ter never be born, than to be born to Mi- 
ſery, at they moſt likely are. For by be- 
ing conceived in Sin and born in Iniquity, 
and brought up in Rudeneſs, and Wick⸗ 
edneſs, without any Care taken of them, 
ſcarce as to their Bodies, and much les 
as to their Souls; but turned looſe into 
the wide and wicked World, with little er 
no Education ; without any Principles of 
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Religion, or Virtue, - iaſtill'd into them, Wl m 
they muſt needs be in great Danger of _ thy 
being ruin'd; of taking to evil Courſe, 4 
and .o, of bringing themſelves to Poner 7 


9 and Shame; [> er ey: to Do- 
. ſtruclion 


menen Shove n = - 


* 


firuQion at laſt. And therefore in com- Sg RM, 
_ pariſon of theſe, and ſuch like wicked * 
Ways of Licentiouſneſs, Marriage is much 
to be prefetr d, and honour'd, as the wi- 
feſt, and beſt Ordinance in the World; _ 
that is, when one Man, and one Woman, 
are 2 nd together ; and engag d, to ' 
e 
both ſhall live, For thereby they have an 
equal Right, and Intereſt in one another's 
' Perſons, and AﬀeRions ; they are alſo, by 
their Marriage-Duty, mutually oblig'd, and 
are generally of themſelves willingly in- 
clin'd, to promote one another's Welfare, 
and Happineſs; and they are both of 
| them jointly concern'd, both by Nature 
and Religion, to take good Care of their 
Children; and that, not only to cloth 
and feed them, but alſo to give them as | 
into good an Education, as they can. And 
this is one great Reaſon, which the Com- 
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or 

of WO mon Prayer Book, in the Office of Matri- 

= mony, ſays, that Marriage was ordained 
"of for; that is, For the Procreation of Chil- 


ſes | 4 to be brought up in the Nurture, and 
ver- Aunonition of the Lord, and fo the Proiſ 
De- ea „ ES” 
tiog wo F 4 8 85 1 1 And 
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And for this very e n , 


: only lawful Way of bringing, Children '* in- 


to the World; but alſo, as it is the mot 


| likely Way of having them well brought 


up; both as to their Bodies, with all necel⸗ 


ſary and conyenient Things ; and alſo as to 


their Souls, with 1 virtuous. and chriſtian 


Education: 8 Which may make them al. 


ways happy ;, not only ſo Jong, - as. they live 


| married State! Seeing that it is the bl 
ſed Means, under God, of, furniſhing the 
Vorld with. Inhabitants, even with Lords, 
and Maſters ;. and of ſupplying the Church 
of Chriſt TA, END: with. holy and 


and Maſter of all the Creatures upon Earth; 
and even now, is not much below the very 
Angels in Heaven, As the holy Scriptures 

#flyre ns, faying, 1 what 3 rs Mat, that 


in this WP. but al for. Vet, hereafl N 
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_ Angels, into h at ft. For Thy 


that 1 is born of a Woman, is made Lor 


"thay 
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honourable ; not only, as it is the | 


5 


V þ 


FF 
* \ : 


_ thou art "mindful of him," and 8 "Sort of Sn 
Man, that thou vifiteft bim? Fur thou hat 1 
made bim a little len than the Angels, and 
a crowned him with Glory, and Honour; ; 
tou madft him to have Dominion over the 
Works of thy "Hangs, thou haſt put all Things ; 


in h e, under bis Feet; all Sheep, and 


Oxen, and the ik LA the F fa. 2 : 


Plalm vill. 49. e * 
And if this be the Hand! of - Minkind 


in n general, to be Lords, and Maſters, of 

the whole Earth; then, ſurely, all. thoſe 
that are good, that are virtuous and reli- . 
glous, © when they come to die, and to riſe 


again at the laſt Day, they ſhall ſurely be 


very honourable, and glorious. | For then, 


 fays our Bleſſed Savicur, The Righteous ſhall 
ſhine forth as the Sun, in. the Kingdom of 
_ their Father, Matt. xiii. 43. Tea, . ays 
our Bleſſed Saviour, in another Plats; ; But 


they, that is, the Righteous ; they, fays he, 


which ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain 
the World to come, and the Reſurrettion from 
the Dead, they can't die any more ; for they 
wre equal unte the _ 2 are FIR CB. 
5 cen 


* q , 


. 


Sg den . being hs ee of te Be 
III. Anis. Luke xx. 35, 36. 5 


And . 1 fay, how 1 
is the married State! Seeing that, by the 


good Will and Blefling of God, ir is the 
appointed Means, or Way, to fo much 
Honour, and Happineſs ; in nat only rai- 
ſing up Children to the married Perſons 
themſelves, but alſo Sons unto God, Bre- 


thren unto Chriſt, Heirs unto Heaven, and 


Equals unto the Angels. All which being 
the bleſſed, and 1 Effects, or Fruits 
of Marriage, do prove this high Commen- 


dation of it, in the Text, to be very true; 


| Ky Marrioge © 35 bonourable i in all, 


Marriage 3 is 1 honourable upon two 


| her Accounts, that is, for the Peaceable- 


_ neſs of it; it being the yery Bond of Peace, 
and Love And likewiſe for the Innocen- 


cy of it; The Marriage- Bed being unde d. 
Which two other good Things, in favour 


of Marriage, I ſhall particularly treat of 
in the next Diſcourſe ; and ſhall now only 


make an Application of what hath been 
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5 Now, 
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News: as God hath | 3 blend . 
point this holy Ordinance of Marriage, to 


be ſo ſtrictly obſerv d among Men; and to | 


beſtow ſo many Bleſſings upon it, eſpeci- 


| ally that of the Procreation of Children, 


and the great Happineſs attending them, 
if they be good; then it is the Duty of 


thoſe that are married, to he very careful 


of themſelves, and of their Children. For 
by having a godly Care of your Children, 
by entering them into a religious State by 
Baptiſm, and by training them up after- 
wards i in the Ways of Virtue, and accord- 
ing to the perfect Rules of Chriſtianity; 
they ſhall, by the Grace and Mercy of 
God, be made Members of Chriſt, and 


Children of God, and Inheritors of the 


RO ao Heaven. 
This is as great Wars 14 4 Happi- 


neſs, accruing to you by Marriage; that 
you are thereby made capable of doing o 


much Good te the World, to yourſelves, 
and to your Children. For by keeping a 


watchful and tender Eye over them, While 


voy are young, and under your Care; by 
4 ; W 
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S ERM. . them a good Example in all Things, 
III. by correcting and amending the Faults 
w bich you find in them, and by giving 
ſuch prudent and pious instructions, upon 
all Occaſions, as may ſtick by them, and 
do them good, ſo long as they live; and 
when they go from you, by placing them 
with good Maſters, ſuch as are of good 
Report, and great Temperance, and ſtrict 
Truth and Honeſty; and alſo, if you can, 
with ſuch as make an open Profeſſion of 
Religion; ſuch, I mean, as make Conſci- 
ence of performing their Duty to God, 
both publickly and privately, both at Church 
and in their own Family; that your Chil- 
| dren may thereby learn no evil Ways, but 
only ſuch as are good; and may thereby 
be brought, not only to practiſe, but alſo 
to delight in all the Ways of Godlineſs and 
Honeſty: And withal, by taking care to 
put out your Children to neceſſary and 
uſeful Callings; ſuch as they may go a- 
bout with à good Conſcience, and with 
great Chearfulneſs; and ſuch as they may 
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ſafely commit to God, and look for his | 


Bleſſing upon; by theſe Means, with the 
Bleſſing of God upon them, your Chil- 


© dren. 
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| tion. 


Or if they don't grow rich, and 


great; yet if they do but prove wiſe and 


good, they will always have ſomething 


within their own Breaſts to comfort them; 
and will always be belovd of Men, and 
bleſs d of God. Or if they ſhould be ha- 
ted, and deſpis d, of ſome that are wick - 


cd; yet they will be always reſpected 


of 


thoſe that are good, and will be ſure of 
the Favour and Blefling of God, which is 
the beſt of all. Or if they ſhould come 
to be poor, and low in the World; yet if 
they be but rich in Grace, they ſhall be 
high enough hereafter ; even ſo high, as to 


be equal to the Angels in Heaven. 


And 


ſo, you will count it your greateſt Honour, 
and Happineſs, that you were marry'd, 
and that you have ſo much Comfort in 


your Children, 


For, in this Reſpect, it 
may well be faid for the Encouragement, 
and Honour of Marriage, as it is by the 
Pſalmiſt, who cries out in Admiration of 
the Greatneſs of the Blefling, ſaying, Lo, 
Chim are an Heritage of the Lord, and 

5 55 the 
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dren will be in the faireſt Way of proſper- & x R. 


ing; both of doing well for themſelves, III. 
and alſo of doing Good in their Genera- — 
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81 ke With Free! of the Web is his Reward * 4 
k. ur Af rows are in the Hau a mighty Man, 
= are Obildren of the Youth. Happy is the 


Man that hath his Quiver full of them, 


Palm cxxvil. 3, 4, 5. Yea, this is o M 
great a Bleſſing, that it is chiefly promis d 
to thoſe that are good; as it is faid, in 


the next Pfalm, that, Bleſſed is every one 
that feareth the Lord, and that walketh in 


bis Ways; for thou ſhalt eat the Labour of 


thine Hands, happy ſhalt thou be, and it 
ſhall be well with N Thy Wife ſhall be 
us the fruitful Vine, by he Sides of thine 
Houſe; and thy Children like Olive-Plants, 
wund about thy Table. Bebold, thus ſhall 


the Man be bleſſea, that earth the wat | 


Fm e cxxvlii. Lone 


80 that, it is thoſe that are good, 408 
fear the Lord, that do chiefly inherit this 


Bleſſing. For tho ſome others, indeed, 


that are wicked, may have as many, or 
more Children, perhaps, than the Righ- 


teous ; yet, they are not uſually ſo bleſſed 


in them. Becauſe the Children do often 
take after their wicked Parents, and are 
your” to evil — ; whereby they bring 


, , , , wie 


them- | 
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themſelves moſt commonly to Ruin, andSe x. 
their Parents to Shame and Trouble, and III 9 
their gray Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave. „ = 


Yea further, tho the Children of thoſe 


that are wicked, or even the Children of | 


Fornication, may ſometimes thrive as well 


in the World, as thoſe of the Righteous ; 
yet, if they don't prove better than their 
Parents, and eee ſo 
|  &s. to be hopeful to do well in the World 
to come; it is but ſmall Comfort, or Sa- 
 tisfation, to thoſe that begot them. For 
_ as Children, that are begotten in Marriage, 


and brought up in the Knowledge and 


Comfort to their Parents, that can be; ſo, 
on the contrary, thoſe Children, that are 
either Bᷣgſely begotten, in Whoredom and A. 
 dultery, or badly brought up in Idleneſfs, 

or Extravagance ; inſtead of any Comfort, 

they are rather a Shame, and a Grief to 
their Parents, fo long as they live. Which, 

one would think, ſhould be Warning e- 

nough to all that have any Conſideration 


in them, not to bring Children into the 


World after a finful, and ſhameful Way; 
* likewiſe to thoſe that have Children 
| | ae 
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Szn mlarbully begotten, to be careful in training 
NE chem up after a virtuous, and godly Man- 
* ner. For according as you bring up your 
Children, eithet well or ill; they will moſt 
probably prove, either good or bad, either 
happy or miſerable. Becauſe, if you ſet 
32 your Children an ill Example of 
diſhoneſt, or diſorderly, or ungodly living; 
or if you neglect them, and leave them to 
themſelves, to follow their on wild, and 
vain Imaginations; or if you humour 
them, and encourage them, in their Fol- 
lies, and Vanities; it is moſt likely, that 
they will fall into bad Company, and take 
to wicked Ways; which will be a great 
Vexation to you, fit to conſume your Eyes, 
and to grieve, and break your Heart: As 
the Sons of Eli did to him, for his bearing 
too much with wand in | their "ER 
EE b ie ot 1 2 


.. 1 | 22 
8 — d . o 22 SS. er 


2 F 


But, on the other Ty if you train up 
ud Children in the Way that they ſhould 
go, they will not eaſily depart from it; 8 
and moreover, the Grace and Bleſſing of 
God will not be wanting to them; and ſo, 
0 to "on CEO Joy and Comfort, they 
| | mf 


may ts gar hath. in this World _ cha Sane 


World to come. And they will alſo teach 
their Children after them, to do the ſame ; 
aud then, what a Comfort Will it be to 
you, when you come to die, to leave your 
Children behind you in a hopeful Way of 


III. 
— 


- 


being happy; eltly, What a Comfort 


will it be to you, when you come to riſe 
again from the Dead, to meet your Chil- 


dren, and your Childrens Children in Hea- 


ven; and there to enjoy them, and to be 
happy with them, for ever and ever! 
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how very Honourable i % and wha alſo 
It is hoes for. As, =Y Ko 
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"Firſt, That — is honourable, as 
I it is the Ordinance of God, and which be 
wn bath promisd bis Bleſſing upon; eſpecially, 
ww 1 10 choſe that behave. * well in - 
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Socemllly, That ; its al ho- 


_ nourable for the Neceſſity, and Uſefulneſs of 
it, towards the Increaſe and Welfare of 
| Mankind; it being the only lawful Way 
| of bringing Children into the World, and 
| ao the moſt likely Way of having them 
| well brought up; both with all Things 
neoeſſary to the Body, and likewiſe with 


all Things profitable to the Soul; and 


thereby, the beſt Way to their Well-doing, 
both as to this World and the next: Which, 
as it is the greateſt Bleſſing to the children, | 

ſo it is no leſs a Comfort to the Parents, 


and a Benefit to the Pablick, and alſo well- 


pleaſing to God; and all this proceeding 
oth and e to che ane of Mar- 


1 will FAY alſo 8 to die in 


the third Place, another Thing, which 


Marriage is honourable for, and that is, for 
the Peaceableneſs of it ; it being the very 


Bond of Peace, and Love, For Marriage. 
Is a © Bond of Love cloſer, and ſtronger, than 
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| DireQions about Manying 


By 8M. that of any other Friends, or a 
it whether Parents, or Children, or Brethren, 


or Siſters: And fo, indeed, it copy to BG 
by the Ban or Law * God. 


© Be 25 the 8 * of 
: God, at the Beginning, and expreſly men- 
5 don d by our Bleſſed Saviour, the married 
Couple ought to love one another better than 
any other Perſons whatſoever; yea, ſhould 
rather forget, and forſake all others, even 
the beſt F riends, and the neareſt Relations 
than leave one another, For, ſays our 
Bleſſed Saviour, For this Cauſe ſhall a Man 
leave bis. Father, and Mother, and claw 
unto bis Wife; and they twain ſball be one 
Pleſh : So then, they are no more Fwain, but 
e e Ns 


"Thoſe that are confiderately jo in'd roge | 
ther in Marriage, it does fo intirely unite 
them in their Perſons, and in their Hearts, 
| that they are no more two, but one: Even 
as it was. in the Beginning, the Man and 
the Woman being all one; the Woman 
being at firſt, taken out of the Man; Ind 
* the Bond of W made one * 
1 one 
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one „ and one Heart. ' Which l 
ſo faſt join them together in Union and. IV. 4 


| Love, that nothing ſhould part them but 
Death: And that nothing ſhould be like 


their Love for one. another ; ; which ſhould 
be ſo great, fo*true, and fo ſtedfaſt, as to 
be beyond the Love of any others ; even. 


next unto, or like the perfect Love of our 


Bleſſed Saviour Chriſt for us. For ſuch i is 
the firm Love, and Union, made by Mar- 


rage, that, above all Things, it has the 


Honour to repreſent che . of all 


Loves; that is, the Love of Chtiſt to his 


Spouſe, the Church; which is the Pattern | | 


of Love, that ought to be between every 


married Pair, For, fays the Apoſtle, Huf- 


bands love your Wives, even as Chriſt- alſo 


hved the Church, and gave im If for it. 
Even fo let every one of you in  particulgs,”- 


fo Tove bis Wife, even 5 1 Br FP 
2 25, and 334 Verſe. 5 
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80 that Wege is very Hoare ber 
this, that by it is ſignified the myſtical U- 


nion between Chriſt and his Church; 


thereby implying, that no Love upon Earth : 
= * cord of thoſe that are married; he- 
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86 Directions about Marrying. 
Sx RMI. tween whom ſhould be uninterrupted Love, 
IV. = Quietneſs.' For tho many 
es Things, indeed, may frequently fall out, 
offering to difturb it; yet they do but the 
more increaſe, and ſtrengthen the true 
Love, and Union, of thoſe that are hap- 
pily married. For, after all, they have 
the SatisfaQtion of knowing it within them- 
| ſelves, and of ſeeing it in each other, that 
they have, notwithſtanding ſome acciden- 
tal Differences, a real Love for one an- 
bother; which they do by all Means culti 
rate, and improve, by being more careful 
for the future, to ſhun all Occaſions of 
Strife; and by ſtudying all the Ways of 
obliging, and pleaſing one another, As | 
St. Paul mentions this, as a noted, or com- 
mon Thing, among thoſe that are marri- 
_ ed, fo to love one another, that their chief 
Care ſeems to be, how to pleaſe one an- 
other. For, fays he, The Mar. that it 
married careth for the og of the World; 
how he may pleaſe bis Wife; and the Wife, | 
how ſhe may pleaſe her Huſband, 1 Cor. vil. 
33, 34+ And if this be their chief Care 
commonly, then much more it is, o 

* be, after any; 3 
. Difference 
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Differences are made a: Means of renew- 
ing, and confirmi 
them upon giving freſh Aſſurances of the 


Sincerity of it, and of their earneſt Deſire, 


and of their greater Cale for the future, to 
preſerve it. And ſo their Love is renew'd, 
and improv'd, even by their Differences; 
as it is by all other Things, that do happen 
unto them. For their worldly Succeſſes, 


and Advantages, are doubled, by their be- 


ing married; becauſe they are both Par- 
takers of the Joy, which alſo is the greater 
to each of them, to ſee how joyful it is to 


the other. As, on the contrary, all their 


Troubles are greatly leſſen'd by each bear- 


ing a Part, and eaſing the other of it; and 


doing their Endeavour to ſupport, and 
comfort, one another under their Troubles. 
Yea, their own Infirmities, and Failings 

1 ren or of both of them, do but 


Difference between 8 that Fog he RM. 

ſhould; and thoſe that are wiſe: always do, IV. 

ſtrive more than ordinary, which ſhould *"* Me 
de the moſt complying, and obliging; that - 


ti; ht 8 and"! bar ch 
| IV. other the more; Ae e more deſirous 
Yall to adviſe, inſtruct, > antlvimprove-nd 


another. And then, egal Hatiede 


Revilings, and Abuſes, of any others a- 


gainſt them, they do only make them hald 


themſelves faſter together, and to love one 
5 another the better „ as if the - twofold 
(dro by a SO,” of thoſe that are well 


X be broken. 118 l 


1450 112 ; 11 10 Bro 78 at 1 Vit 14231 11 


0 1 it eee e 
able and happy for Love and for Peace; 
for Joy and for Comfort; it is becauſe they 
were not well made at firſt; either becauſe 


they were made between improper and 
unſuitable Perſons, of differznt Ages, or 


Citcumſtances, or 'Tempers, or Inelinati- 
ans; for when any two Petſons ſo greatly 
differing, in thoſe or in ſome other Things; 


Are ſo unequally yok d together, it is no 


Wonder, n, 0 unhappye in one an- 
; as ex 3 aff; FE 12.85 Berg n 8 5 Ji 


hn 1151} nan 


05 * t 4 ben any Want: Lone 00 


11 2 * r i : 
5 oli I'S 


esse, in ſome Marriages, it is becauſe 
17 were e n and unad- 


N : 
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Youth; not only without the Advice, and 


without conſidering what they do; it is no 


Wonder, if they meet with ſueh Troubles 
afterwards, a they did n not before Winke of. 

32 2521 e tor} ht: 221 2 24. Lad 

Or it the: We eee bunu 
| fil, it is becauſe they married at firſt” for 


ſome mean, and unworthy Ends; either 


i admiring the Wit, or doting on the Beauty, 
or eſteeming one another for their Worth, 
or Value in Money or perhaps, put upom 


it by their Parents,” which is very ill done 


of them For as it is a very ill Thing 1 in 


Parents, to hinder their Children from 


marrying at all, becauſe they are not will 
ing to part with their Money, or Becauſe 


they cant marry chem fo rich, or ſome 
other Way ſo well as to the World, as 
they would; ſo, on the other hand, it is 
very imprudent, if not very wicked, in 
Parents to force, or to perſuade their Chil- 
m_ to marry, contrary to thei on Will 80 
* and 


ſent; of their wiſeſt and beſt Friends; 

but alſo without due Conſideration in then- 

ſelves, of what they wete going about. 
For if thoſe that are young will matry, 
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TY; ſons, or of ſuch an unſuitable Age or Hu- 
enn a they can't love, and conſequently 
din never be happy with. Now when any 
| | Perſons, either thro their Parents Fault or 


their own, 84 do marry pay eiche 
— ee eee 


Diſappointments and Troubles, inſtead of 


5 1 Songs 


Ike do Wonder, 1 &, if tho&@ Marti 
5 ages are gen ſhameful inſtead of honour- 
able, and miſerable inſtead of happy, which 
aue made upon an indiſereet, and not a 
tight Love. A tight Love, 1 mean, of 
ſuch good Qualities in the Perſons to be 
married, as are really lovely, deſirable, and 
praiſe· worthy. As, when they are pru- 


manage their Affairs with Diſcretion ; ; and 
when they are ſober, and 1 


are af a patient, meek, and quiet Spirit; 
n the Sight of God, and alſo of 
4 | 0 hd 


is no Wonder, if they meet with great 
Love, eee e TO 


dent and careful in their Buſineſs, and 


gular, and 
temperate in all Things; and when they | 
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marry ſuch a one; ſuch as is of a ſuitable 
withal ſuch a one as is diſcreet, virtuous, | | 
and re it the nos Hows. and the | 
the only right Way of marrying in the Lord, 


which St. Paul means, 1 Cor. vii. 39. That 


is, to marry with Deliberation and Diſcre- 
tion, according to the known Rules of | 
Reaſon, and Religion; and to marry ſuch | 


as yourſelves; ſuch, I mean, as are of an 


** and that have a Senſe 
of Goodneſs, and the Fear of God in 
them; * wm__ # Ne Degree” of 


| — them, as who is there 
without? Yet, when two prudent Perſonz 
are married to one another, if they have | 
either, or both 1 they 


ho 


| Love to one another will cover them, or 
pverloolæ them, or make the beſt Uſe, and 
Conſtruction; that they can of them. Or 
if they have any Faults ; by the tender 
Advice, and Perſuaſions of one another, 
they will y amend them; each of 
them ſtrixing to amend e n 
X amend one anpther, 1 


A ele rt 8511 57 1 "F POO * 81 


| |thoſe that are prudent and pious, will 
never fail; but they will with great Good - 
e and Meekneſs of Wiſdom, bear with 


—— 


will adviſe, inſtruct, and edify one another, 


1 | | in Things relating to the common Salva · 
—_ on. And finally, in all Things they will 
= (promote, and provoke one another to Love, 


For all which good 
Things 


and to $909 Works, / 


= 5 — bre; . Faults "their 


yy thus, the een Lore, of 


one another in their Failings, and forgive 
bone another their Offences; and, to the 
[utmoſt of their Power, they will aſſiſt, 
and comfort one another in their Troubles; 


and, to the beſt of their Knowledge, they 
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Thipgs Marriage is much to my e ip 
mended, and honoured, for being ſuch a AP 
& Bond of JOS, and nes * 
Happinch, | [5 | 
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"a 3 is yet 8 Thing, which. 
| Marriage is honourable for; which we are 
now, -under the fourth Head, . to. conſider 3. 
and that is, for the Purity, and Innocency f 3 
of it: The Marriage-Bed * 9 7 


n is ſuch an undefiled, and in⸗ 
nocent State, that it was ordain'd for Man 
at the Beginning in Paradiſe, even * 5 

the Fall: Before any Lewdneſs, or any 
other Wickedneſs was got into the World ; 
when they knew no Harm, when they 
| knew no Shame, when they knew no Sin 
In this. State of Man's Innocency, was 
Marriage firſt ordain'd, as a pure and per- 
fect State. And even now, fince the Fall, 
that the World is grown ſo corrupt; yet 
the Marriage-State, as it is the moſt 'uſe- 
ful, ſo it is the moſt innocent, and in- 
offenſiye of all others. But eſpecially, .in 
Compariſon of the corrupt Ways of Whore- 
dom and Adultery, the Marriage-Bed is 
2s even 


FORD . 
* 


8 end undeßld- Ya, ts 6 | 
innocent, that it was ordain'd, and is here 


y—_ recommended to us, as a Remedy againſt 


| | have not the Gift of © Continency, par 
| marry; and Hep themſelves undefil'd Mem- 


Sin; eſpecially againſt the heinons Sins of 
Litiviculing, and Luſtfulneſs. 
any one finds himſelf under ſtronger Temp- 
rations thereunto, than he can well bear, 
| he may get married; and fo keep 
1 honeſt, and innocent, and undefild. And 
this is another great Reaſon, which our 
 Common-Prayer Book, in the Office for 
Marriage, ſays, that Marriage was ordain'd 


himſelf 


for, vi2. as a Remedy againſt Sin, and to 
5 Perſons, as 


avoid  Fornication ; that fuc 


bers of Chrift's Church. And for the fame 


” [Reaſon it is, that St. Paul does here ſo 
much commend it, as an honourable and 
Innocent State; in Compariſon of the un- 
clean, and abominable Life of Whore- | 


mongers, and Adulterers. 


" 


That if 


e 


Whereas Mt St. Paul would ra- 
ther have advis d ſome Perſons to remain 

unmarried, as he himſelf did; ſuch Per- 
ſons, I mean, as were under no Neceffity, 


WV © 
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— to the contrary) but S8 x26 


Chaſtity ; ſuch Perſons he always faid 
did well, yea rather better, than if they , 
married. For ſays he, That Man, that 
Aanderb fledfaft in bis Heart, having no 
Nereffityz but bath Power over his own | 

Will; and bath jo decreed in his Heart, that 
r wii} not marry, be doth well; yea Tee 

ſays * oe * e 1 . VB, 
. 


on 1 

ug a ſingle Life" to ſome was, not only 

becauſe ' of the preſent Diſtreſs, as he calls 
tit; that is, the great Perſecution of Chri- 
26. But alſo becauſe he found, that a, : | | 
and the. quieteſt Way of living; freeſt from | 
the Cares, and Troubles of this World; = 
and wherein a Man has his Time, and his ii 
Heart, moſt to himſelf; and is moſt at Li- 


C et il. at. nas 


20 enk he, The Man, that is a 
r | | careth 


IV. 


2 RM. carttb * the T] * that ee e 
| Lord, how| he may phaſe the Lond. But he 
that is. married, careth for, the Things of the 
. World; how be May ma OR Zor. 
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ag IN tho St. Paul 3 thus 1 


, 5 ſingle Life, to all thoſe that would live 
without too much worldly Carefulneſs; and 
that deſire to ſerve the Lord with the leaſt 


Diſtraction of Mind, or with the gteateſt 


Compoſure, Calmneſs, and Chearfulnek, 


as he did; yet, becauſe that all People 


could not do alike; 3 therefore as to tlioſe 
that could not ſo caſily refrain, and guide 


5 


ther than to come under the Temptation, 
or the Sin, of Fornication. For, ſays: he, 
 Neverthekſs, o avoid Fornication, let every 


Man bade his own M iſe; and we 100 
man er aer * * 2 
HS & IE. 3 20 

ind hk the Apoſtle; tho” held much 
for a ſingle Life himſelf, yet, for ſuch as 


vere not perfect Maſters of themſelves, 


that could not keep 
"os * he, he would have 2 


their Bodies in Sub- 
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W leſt they ſhould be dend, by 8ER. | 
IV. 


their own Hearts Luſts, into the baſe Sins - 
of Uncleannefs, of Whoredom, and Adul- 
tery; which are uſually attended with a 


great deal of Shame and Harm, both to a 
Man's Soul and Body. For, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, thoſe that are given to the Sins of Un- 


cleanneſs, or Luftfulneſs, diſhonour, that is, 
by defiling, their own Bodies, Rom. i. 24. So 
that, in Compariſon of all ſuch ſhameful | 
| Sins, Marriage may well be ſaid to be bo- 
 mourable, and the Bed undefiled ; becauſe by 
it, all conſiderate Chriſtians may timely 
prevent themſelves from running into ſuch. 


ſinful, and ſhameful Courſes; and may fo 


well, as the Apoſtle ſays, poſſeſs ofs their Bo- 
dies in Sandtification, and Honour ; and not 


in the Luſts of Concupiſcence, as the Gentiles 5 
which know not Gol, I | Thef. 1 v. 4 


And W as it is a els Virtue, 


Honour, and Happineſs, to keep ourſelves 


free from! Fornication, and the Sins of - 


Uncleanneſs ; ſo Marriage is truly Bonou- 


rable, innocent, and undefiled, in this Re- 
ſped; as it is a good Means to prevent a 


| Mah om falling into ſuch Sins, which 


H would 
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82 RM. mould be him into ſo much Di honour, 
IV. and Danger of Deſtruction. For Where. 
rv mongers, and Adulterers, God will judge. 
And ſurely the Sin of ſuch People muſt 
be very great, and their Condition very 
bad, who, by their lewd and vicious Lives, 
make themſelves liable to the Wrath, and 
Judgment of God: As I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, in the following Diſcourſes, from 
the latter Part of the Verſe. And, for the 
preſent, only defire, that the following Ap- 
plication may be made from the foregoing 
Conſiderations, concerning this common 
Duty and great Concern of Life, a mar- 
my; State. 1 that is, 


That if there be ſo much Honour and 
Innocency i in Marriage, then we ought all 
do be very careful, to do nothing contrary 
55 thereunto; eſpecially thoſe that are mar- 
ried ought to do their utmoſt, to preſerve 
the Honour of their Matrimonial State; 
by keeping the Bed undefiled and inviola- 
ted; by living in an honeſt and chaſte 
Converſation, coupled with Fear; with a 
Fear of doing amiſs, of offending God, 
and wronging one another : And alſo by 
E e N ka preſerving 


* >”. 
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Directions about 


55 preſerving your Love for one another entire Sx I” 
and undiſturb d, and beyond the Power of IV. 
any Thing in the World to break; that a 
| God hath join'd your Perſons together in | 
| Marriage, ſo nothing may be able to ſepa- 

rate your Hearts aſunder: And withal by 
having a continual, and Chriſtian Care of 
your Children; that you may have the 


Honour of making them the Children of 


the moſt high God, and Heirs of his ever- 
laſting Kingdom; and fo, of making both 


yourſelves, and your Children e in- 


deed. 


And likewiſe, : 12 all 43 331 Is 


tend to take this holy and honourable State 


of Marriage upon them; they ought to 
have ſo much Reſpect and Conſideration 


for it, as to take heed, that they run not 


headlong thereunto. As our Church's Mar- 


riage-Office wwell adviſes them, that they ſhould 
not go about it unadvifedly, lightly, or Watt 
| tonly; but, ſhould undertake it reverently, 
diſcreetly, and ſoberiy, and in the Fear of 


God; conſidering well with themſelves, 


what a great Concern Marriage is; and 
therefore, that they ought to uſe their own 


H 2 | utmoſt. 
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100 Directions nah nn, 
| 81 R M. utmoſt Care about it, and alſo to take the 
"Hy Advice of their Friends, efpecially of their 
Parents in it; and, above all, ought to ſeek 
and pray unto God for his Direction, and 
Blefling ; that their Marriage may be ho- 

- nourable and happy u unto them. 2 


5 wad finally, as for thoſe who. coli 
from Marriage, they alſo ought to do. it 
for ſome pious, or prudent, and not for 
any baſe, or wicked End. As, not out 
of mere Contradiction, and Diſparagement 
of Marriage itſelf ; which is an Ordinafice 
of God, and therefore, for any one to 
load a fingle Life, and alſo in a diſorderly 
Way, without any Regard to that Law of 
God, but rather in Oppoſition, and De- 
ſpite, to the married State; and both to 
act and ſpeak contemptuouſly of it, this I 
would be a wicked Thing, and an evil 
Principle indeed. For the Apoſtle cals 
4 forbidding 10 marry, even 4 Doctrine of 
Devils, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. Eſpecially, it 
= be an evil Principle indeed for any 
Men, as it's to be fear'd that many do, to 
refrain from marrying chiefly out of a 
| book, and lewd Principle; ; 12855 mey. may 
| be 


Digits about Marrying, 4 I 


be more at Liberty to indulge themſelves IF RM. 

in the evil Deſires of their Hearts, and. to| „ 

walk in the Lufts of Concup1 Hence, as the ——— | 

Gentiles which now nat God, ® Theſſ. ; 
| y. 5. 88 


But Mises all thoſe that are 8 
ought to walk the more circumſpectly, and 
unblameably, in all Reverence and godly 
Fear; cautiouſly avoiding all ſuch enticing 
Things, and evil Communications, as would 

| corrupt their good Manners, and tempt 
them to do wickedly; that fo, they may 
keep themſelves not only diſengag d, but 
alſo unſpotted from the World. And as 
they are nat yet ſa deeply plung'd, as thoſe 
that are married, into the diſtracting Cares 
of this Life; ſo, they ought to be the 
more mindful of the Things of another 
World; how they may pleaſe FE er 
and * yore own a 


: Which one Was, and er Thing 6 
ought to be the chief Concern, and the 
daily Prayer of us all; that God would be 
pleas'd to put us into ſuch a Way of living, 
as is moſt pleaſing in his Sight, And that 
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F 
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it 
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to 
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ay 


wy 8 in he hath L us; i Les us. s out | 
of 'thoſe Temptations, which we are moſt 
ſubect unto; and by forgiving us, and 

rning our Hearts from thoſe Sins, which 
we have been moſt guilty of, and which 
{we are yet moſt inclinable to; and by 
Cleanſing us from all F bing, beth of the 
Fleſh and Spirit ; that. we may grow terfes 
in Holineſs, in the Fear of God. And, in 
ſhort, that it would pleaſe the Lord, that 
our whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, may 
be preſerv'd blameleſs unto the Gaming * our 
6 Lord + oo 28 Amen. 
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VE alrede AY Nb eras 
= ths firſt Part of this Verſe, V. 
8 concerning the Honour Nees” 
| and Innocency of Mar- 
riage; wherein I have 
ſhewn, how honoutable 

ige Was 2 the firſt Inſtitution of 

it; Which made it an holy, and conſe- 
quently an honourable State, as it is an 
Ordinance of God. And alſo how ho- 
nourable it is for the Neceſſity and Uſe- 

H ” fulneſs 


1 104 ent 47 gainſt — 


S8ERM. ien 4 5 Town the fac. — 
- V. Welfare of Mankind. And likewiſe, how {| 
honourable it is for the happy, and peace-- 
able Fruits of it; it being the very Bond 0 
of Unity, Love, nad: Peace, between the | 2 
Perſons that are well married. And final- | 
ly, how honourable it is for the Purity, 
and Innocence of it; the Marriage. Bed 


being undefitd; and it being ordain'd of 
God, as a Remedy againſt Sin; even, a- s 
gainſt ſome of the greateſt of Sins; that is, ve 
againſt thoſe heinous Sins of Whoredom, nit 
and Adultery ; ; which do make all thoſe, V 
that are given to them, hateful to all-vir- 
tuous Men, and liable to the Judgments of 1 
. God. For, as the Text ſays, ae, ing 
1 4 4 and Adulterers, God will judge. This ers 


laſt Part of the Verſe. will gow be proper 
to be confiderd:_ In treating whoa 1 
will endeavour to, ſhew, 15 


0 5 

 Firſh How God does 3 a * 2 
markably judge, and puniſh Whore- Str: 
mongers, 50 W in n Ay 
And, 4 "FT NET 1 CI. $4 


Whoremongers and ö Adu t > 8 ers 


C 


been and repent, and humble them. 

ſelves before God for ſo great a Wick 

edneſs, and alſo utterly forſake, and 
abhor it; which unleſs they do, God 
will moſt ſurely and ſeverely judge, and 
ain them, in the Wodd to come. 
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Fut, 4 Sage IE ths Rn 
very juſtly and remarkably judge, and pu- 
. Adulterers, as 
| World. fs LET © 7 346 {Dd 


7 1 God hath SOR” Wan at. zudg- 
ing, and puniſhing, this * P reg . 
ers in 115 unn. | 8 Lat 


Fit, By Wingig ther — 55 | 
* them a * 1 A 55 


dh By dilaging: chemi into „eee 
Kris and . gin HOY 771 + 


"Thirdly; By ov * mw Sick 
neſs, and Weakneſs, and PRIN and 5 
caſes, and Death. And, | 


Fourthiy, 
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an all the reſt ; and at 3 is, e 


Fourhly; By aeg PO to be FRES 


* = on; by ſo great a Wickedneſs, into many 
other evil, and hurtful Things; as, into 

HFatreds, and iin and ſometimes to the 
u wk even to ter 12 


| All-thes/evil rinks, which Whore 


mongers and Adulterers ſuffer in this 
World; do chiefly relate to their Bodies; 
but God hath alſo another Way of puniſh- 


ing them in this World, which is u 


8 -Pikliby, By gewwvully ang ain 
their Souls; by making them bear the 
Guilt and the Burden of their Sins, ſo 


long as they live; unleſs they repent, and 


leave them off Which muſt be à very 

fad Judgment to theſe, and to all other 
| heinous Sinners; becauſe their guilty Con- 
ſcience: will not allow them to have much 


Satisfaction in their Minds, or comfortabl 


: Enjoyment of their Lives; but rather muſt 


give them a great deal 'of DER 
— and Doinien, . 


* * 2 


bes 


Wanne nd . 


N "SB RM. 
FF Vs. 
Judgments of God upon Whoremongers, 
and Adulterers, in this World. As I ſhall: | 
| ſhew in their Order; but only of three of 

| them 1 in this Diſcourſe. As, 
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- Fiſt, That God . WY 3 


E judge, and puniſh, Whoremongers and 
; Adulterers in this W orld ; by frequently 
E bringing them to. Shame, - os NO 
a then: a e 0 Mien.“ 252158 2d of 


"This indeed is one common Tl; 
or Brand, which God hath ſet upon all 
Manner of Wickedneſs, that it generally 

hrings thoſe that follow it to Shame, and 
to be a Reproach, For, as Solomon ſays, | 
Sin is @ Reproach to any People, Prov. _ . * 
34. Sin is a Reproach to any People; be- 
cauſe, it both debaſes them in the Sight of 
other Men, and alſo: makes them aſham'd, 
and confounded at themſelyes; when they 
come to ſee the Folly, and the Wicked- 
neſs of their Ways. When ſuch Perſons, 
as are much given to Wickedneſs, come 
| once to themſelves, to be made ſenſible of 


FP 


Gods Judgmie! its og”? 


By AN. their Sins, they can find no Pleaſure, but 
2 8 much Shame and Sorrow in then. Which 


. made the Apoſtle ſay, What Fruit had fa 
in thoſe Things, n 42 are now p aſhan'd 

Rom. vi. We” | 

But of all ths Sins, that's are a 3 

to any People, thoſe of Whoredom and 

Adultery are ſome of the moſt hateful, 
and ſhameful. For theſe are ſuch baſe 
and ſcandalous Sins, that they are fit only 
to be reckon'd among the ſhameful Works 


of Darkneſs. As it is. ſaid, Let us caſt of 


the Works of Darkneſs, and let us live lo- 
_ neſily, or decently, as in the Day; not in 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs, not in Chamber. 
ing and Wantonneſs; nor male Provifon 
Ei the Fleſh, to ful * es e Lee 


n Xill, 12, 13. Wy 


All thee Sins are ase 6 bored. and 

5 RinAion, or eee are bp call 4 
the Works of Darkneſs : Becauſe as thoſe 
that are drunken, are uſually drunken in 
the Night; ſo thoſe that are given to 
2 and Wantonneks, they com- 

- Hl | 9 95 monly | 


* 
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wee anus: 0 
monly chuſe ſuch Places and Seaſons, as 8E RM. 
are fitteſt for them, to hide their Shame; 


and therefore they love to be in ſecret, and 
in the Dark, for fear of being Eee 


According to that of Fob, ſaying, The Eye 
of the Adulterer waiteth for the Twilight, 

and ſays, that no Eye ſhall ſee him; and difs 

guiſeth bis Face; for the Morning is 10 


them, as the Shadow of Death ; and if one 
know them, they are in the Terrors of the 


| Shadrw of Death, Job xxiv. 15, 17. 


And well may all Whoremongers, and 


Adulterers, and all ſuch evil Doers, that 


are given to ſuch baſe Works of Darkneſs, 


be ſo much afraid, and aſham'd of the 
Light; becauſe their Deeds are ſo very 
evil. For, indeed, it 7s a Shame, even to 


ſuck of thoſe Things, wobich gre de of 
them in ſecret, Epheſ. v. 12. 


It is a 
Shame, indeed, that ſuch Things ſhould 
be heard of among Men, eſpecially among 


Chriſtians; who roll ſuch a pure, and 
For the Holy Scriptures 


holy Religion. 
would perſuade us, to keep ourſelves ſo 
Innocent, and undefil', and free from the 


Sins of Uncleanneſs ; as not to have fo 


much 
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82 RN. much as the Name, or the Remembtance 
V. of them left among ds. For thus faith 
che Apoſtle, But Fornication, and all Un. 
eine, or Covetouſneſs, let it not be once 


nam'd among you, as becometh Saints; nei- 


tber Filthineſs, nor fookſh 7. alking, and 
„ ing. which are not convenient, * 


v. . 


It is certainly very alba att a 


| Reproach to Chriſtians, who ſhould be all 

Saints, or a peculiar holy People, that there 
ſhould be any of them given to Whore- 
dom, and Adultery; a Chriſtian, and a 
Whoremonger, being very diſagreeable, 


and irreconcileable Terms. But if, not- 
withſtanding all the ſtrict Rules of godly 


Living, laid down in the Holy Scriptures; 
if for all this there be any, that call them- 


felves Chriſtians, that are given to ſuch 


foul Crimes, as Adultery, and Whoredom, 


or Fornication ; we are caution'd to mark, 


and avoid, all I; ſhameful wicked Peo- 
=_ For, fays the Apoſtle, I wrote to you, | 
in an Epiſtle, not to 33 e with * 


Kauer, 1 Cor. v. 9. 


. 2 


8 2s ggg. 
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uch filthy Perſons ought. to he: ſhan'd, 
* that they may be brought to Shame, to 


111 


8E RM. 
. 
— 


Sorrow, and to ſincere Repentance ; and 


| that others alſo may take Warning by 


them, to flee from Whoredom and Adul- 
tery, as ſuch ſhameful and hurtful Sins; 1 


which wound, and ruin a Man every 


Way ; both in his Soul and Body, both in 
his Perſon and Reputation; and which, if 


continued in, will ſoon bring a Man un- 


der more. Guilt, than can eaſily be wiped 
off; and under greater Reproach, than can 


be ſhortly worn out. As King Solomon, 
who had himſelf been too much given to 
this Kind of Sin, and had forrowfully felt 
the ill Effects of it, hath left us this, as 


one of his Obſervations upon it: That | 
whoſo committeth Adultery with a Wa oman, 


 lacketh Underſtanding ; he that doth it, de. 
Aroyeth his own Soul. A Wound, and Dif. 
' bonour ſhall be get; and his Reproach ſhall 
not be wiped off,, Prov. vi. 32, 33. And 
tho he indeed had never been fo N 
himſelf, as to be guilty of Adultery ; as 
his Father, King David, by the Violence 


| ofa ſudden Temptation, once was ; but, 
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As RM. tho he was clear of Fong ** wholly fe 
V. frain'd from other Mens Wives, yet he did 
Ms not keep clear of whoriſh Women; where. 
by he got ſo great a Wound in his Virtue, 
and hath left his Name under fo muck 
Diſhonour, or ſo great a Blot upon his 
Memory, as will never be forgotten, ſo 
long as the World laſteth. For he is 


branded in Scripture, as one that was 
much given to ſtrange ** Women, and 
that ſuffer'd very much many Ways by 


it. And tho he ſeems to have liv'd to 


have ſeen his Folly, and to have been 


greatly troubled at it, and to have left it 
off many Years before he died, and to 
have made all the Satisfaction for it that 

he could ; by the many ſerious Reflexions, 
that he hath left us concerning it; and the _ 
ſtrict Warnings, that he hath given us a- 
gainſt it; beſides the many excellent Rules 
of virtuous and godly Living, that he hath 
left us in his Book of Proverbs, and Er- 
 clefiaftes; all which is a good Proof, or a 


good Token, that he had fincerely repented 
of it, and left it off; ſeeing, that he hath 
done ſo . to ſet all others 0 n 

it, 
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it, and apainſt all other Wickedneſs. And 8E RT. 
yet, notwithſtanding all this, it will de V. 
ever remembred againſt him, that ſuch a | 
great and wiſe Man, ſhould be ſo much 
led aſtray by ſtrange Women'; ſo much tb 
his Diſhonour, and almoſt to the Ruin, 
both © of "himſelf and of his Pofterity. | 
Which alfo is a good Proof of this Truth, 
that this is one of the common and juſt 
Jadgmerits of God upon Whoremongers, 
and Adulterers in this World; that, by 
theſe baſe Sins of theirs, they do generally 
bring themſelves to great ins; even 1 19 

| oY N among Meet. - 5 3 950 
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For the World is not 0 grown ſo 
wicked, but that Adultery, and even 
Whoredom, is reckon'd a Reproach to 
any Man that is given to it. Vea they, 
that are the moſt given to it themſelves, 
and even make light, or a Mock of it; 
yet if any that are dear to them, as their 
Wives, or Daughters, or Siſters, ſhould 
happen to be abus d, and defil'd in that 
Manner; they would look upon it as ſo 
great a Reproach; and would take it for 

| {© great” ** and Provocation, as 
ons © _ they 


114 God's Judgments againſt 


Ss ass bey could Cares bear, but would be ft 1 
| | V. revenge it; and to giye the ſame Reaſon 
yes” for It; 2. Facol's Sons did to. their Father; 
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Saying, Shall be deal with our Sifter, or 
with our Daughter, as. with an Hark? 
Gen. xxxiv, 3 1. Now, if thoſe that are 
a the moſt viciouſly inclin'd. that 
Way, would be apt to think and to fay 
thus: of it; then, how much greater Re- 
proach, muſt it appear in the Eyes of al 
thoſe that are virtuous, and religious, to 
bave any of their own. Relations, or even 
to hear * any, that call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, to be given to ſuch a aan 1 
as . or Fornication, — 
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waltful Sins, which frequently, bring. 2 

Man, and all that he has to Deſt 
5 For ſome of the greateſt Waden of th 
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gality, do not ſpend more upon their Glut- 8 5 KM. 


tony, and Drunkenneſs; in wallowing in 
Plenty, and faring ſumptuouſly every Bay; 
neither” do ſome other high and haughty 
Perſons ſpend more upon their Pride and 
Vanity; in decking their Bodies with de- 
licate, coſtly, and gorgeous Apparel; and 
their Tables, and Houſes, with rich Fur- 

niture; ſuch great Waſters of their Sub- 
ſtance, I fay, as both theſe Sorts of Per- 
ſons. are known to be, do not ſpend more, 
the one upon their Extravagancies, and 
the other upon their Pride and Vanities, 

than ſome Whoremongers, and Adulterers, 
do conſume upon their Luſts. By which 
Means many Families have been ruin d, 
and many Men brought into great Trou- 
bles, and Diſtreſſes; even ſome Perſons of 
large Eſtates, of of much Riches, have by 

this Means been brought very low, or into 

hard Straits, and to do mean Things, 

much below them: And many others, of 
more ordinary Circumſtances, - have by this 

led Way of living been brought to ſuf. 
fer very much for it, even ſometimes to 
ſuffer Hunger. And which is no new, or 
| ſtrange Thing; for it was long ſince ob- 
| "T2 erde 
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85 R M. ſerv 4. by Salomon, to be common with ſuch 4 
V. Men, as were given to: Whoredom, to be | 
DE thereby often brought to ſo much Diffl. I 
culty, and Scarcity, as to be almoſt fit to 0 
want Bread; or that, By Means of «a Wl t 
whoriſh Woman a Man is brought to a Piec⸗ t] 
of Bread, Prov. vi. 26. As a Man may = 
_ eaſily be brought to a Piece of Bread by 0 
a whoriſh, Woman; not only becauſe ſhe 5 
is, lige the * D always crying, F 
Give, give; but eſpecially becauſe that, by 
Means of ſuch baſe Women, ſuch Men 4 
as follow them, are led thereby into many N 
other evil Ways; eſpecially, into an Ha- A 
bit of Idleneſs, Careleſneſs, and Extrava- Wl 8 
gance; to the great waſting of their Time, Wh = 
neglecting of their Buſineſs, conſuming of ji 

| their Subſtance, and impoveriſhing of them- 
ſelves. And all this according to the juſt = 
Judgment of God upon the Sins of Who] .: Wt — 
dom, and Adultery; that if ſome Men 2 
will be ſo fooliſh; as to take ſuch ei has 
| Courſes; and to follow ſuch vain Perſons; - hin 
PEY 2 * in . of = Into 4 "om 
1 15 f. 
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himſelf to N | 


Whoremongers and Adulterers. 
Snare and a * Pit, which will quickly de- 8 


vour them, and all that they have. And 
by that Means, they may ſoon get enough 
of their Sins, by getting enough of the 
bitter Fruits thereof; even at the End 


thereof, by meeting with Sorrow, and Po- 


verty enough: According to that Proverb 
of Solomon, faying, He that followeth after 


vain Perſons, aps have N a 
Proy. XXVU. 19. 


1 


Nom n no > Parks are i nor 405 


Convetſation worſe, nor any Ways more 


wicked and waſtful, than thoſe of lewd 


Women. As Solomon: ſpeaks more plainly 
to this Purpoſe, in another Place; ſaying, 
He that keepeth company with Harlbis, end. 


eth bis Subſtance, Pr Ov. xxix. ' . 2 And as 


our Bleſſed Saviour alſo intimateth in that 
' Parable; of the Prodigal; who, among his 
many other prodigal and waſtful Ways ; 
was giyen to Wharing ; whereby he _ . 


brought all that he had to nought, a 


a frrange Waonan is a narrow Pit. She alſo lieth in wait 
45 for a Prey ; and increaſeth * Tranſgreffors among Men. 


or to the mean See 
| | 13 1 e 
| '* Ka XXiii. 27, 28. e is 3 bp Didi; ali - 
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5 


10 a aw; an, Herd of Swine, - and 
to eat Huſks with them, for want of 


* Bread. For, he is repreſented, as having 


waſted his. Subſtance with riotous Living, 
and _— dit n 


18 W 


"Which Way, of waſting one 8 e Subſtance 


by Whoredom, as as it is a moſt wicked 
Way, ſo it is ſometimes a very ſpeedy. one, 
For when Men are once fallen into this 
Way, to mind nothing ſraroe but their 


Follies, their Pleaſures, and their Sins, 
and, in a great Meaſure; to throw off the 


Cate of all their other Concerns, "they 


iſt needs bè in the ready Road to Ruin; 


: becauſe they' put thetyſelves out of all 


of God's \Blefling ; bat rather barg down 


his Curſe, and his Judgment upon them 
by letting them alone to go on in their 


own evil Courſes, and to follow their own 


Hearts Luſts; which will ſoon lead them 


headlong into their own. Sorrow, and De- 


ſtruction. For this is one of the juſt Judg- 
_m—_ of God * nee, and 


Adee 
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Who 


Adulterers, to make 3 e e ul n RM. 
and frequently to find n, i 


ble enough, fo long as they live jen this 
World ; and without any 


Hopes, unleſs 
22ͤ ˙ Ry 


| ee en, 


Thirdly, God alſo Fe 8 4 puniſh 


ks Whoremongers and Adulterers in this 


World, by making their Sins bring upon 
them many Pains, and Infirmities, and 
Diſeaſes, and 1 e A A un- 
as 5 Sit, Ed 


"Jem Med pda a a 


i dechrd i in the Law of Mes, that who- 
ſoever committed Adultery ſhould ſurely be 


put to death, both the Man and the Wo- 


man *. Which is worthy to be made a 
ſtanding Law in all Nations, which pro- 


{:{ any Religion, eſpecially the Chriſtian; 


| becauſe, Adultery. is as great a Sin, if not 
greater now under the Chriſtian, than it 
was formerly under the Jewiſh Religion. 
But tho the 45 of ours, and perhaps of 


Th. 15. NN 


7 IM yo” xx. 10. 
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ſt o 8 Jud gments : gal 


SERM, 8 other Nations, may be too 5 I 
V. ble to ſuch evil Doers, Jet they are cruel 


ö — enough to themſelves. © For the ſtrange 


Courſes, that they take, will certainly draw 
many Evils upon them; and in Time, even 
before their natural Time of dying, will 


moſt probably bring them to Death, and 
Deſtruction. For Whoredom, and Adulte- 


ry, have ruin'd many Men this Way; by 


bringing them to be greatly diſorder d, and 


diſeas d in their Bodies; which, not long af- 
ter, has ended in their Death. Vea, Multi- 
tudes have been weakned, wounded, and 


lain thereby. And therefore Solomon adviſes 


all thoſe that are young, and all others that 


would do well, carefully to avoid all ſuch 


Ways of Wickedneſs, and Deſtruction; 


ſuch as are the Ways of an Harlot. For; 


ſays he, Let not thine Heart decline to ie 


Mays of. an Hart, FO not "aferay in ber 


Paths. For fhe hath caſt dun many wound- 


ed, yea, many flrong Men have been flain by 
ber; For ber Houſe is the Way to Hell 


or the Grave; going down 10 the 3 
9 Death, * v. . 26, 27. 


we 
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"Which 5 is — 46 a ee to thoſo * 
that are well, and would continue ſo, 
keep themſelyes from the Ways of the D J | 
ſtroyer; ſome of the worſt of which Ways, 
are thoſe of Whoredom, and Adultery. 
Becauſe they are ſo very deſtructive to the 
Innocency, Happineſa, and Continuance of 
a Man's Life upon Earth. Upon which 
Account it is ſaid, That the Adultereſs bunt. 
eth for the precious Life, Prov, vi. 26. And 
therefore they that loce Liſe, and think it 
precious, and would gladly ſee many and 
good Days, they are 'advis'd not to give 
themſelves unto Whoredom; beeauſe it 

uſually ſo greatly impaireth the Health, 
and conſumeth the Strength, and ſhorteneth 
the Life, of thoſe that are given td It, "As + 
the Mother of King Lemuel, or "Solomon, 
| wiſely advis d him in Time to bewat, of 
it: Saying, har, - ny Son, give” mt thy 
Strength unto Women ; nor thy Ways "unto 
that which KA Kee 2 Prov. ee | 


1, on. I 


— 
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80 . a8 Lite, _ Health, Gen en 
are a * Bleflings of God, too valua- 


. 


> 60 e res 4 ras CY 


Bux u. ble to be waſted, _ worn away in Wick. 


edneſs, and to be conſum'd upon one's 
Luſts; ſo all they that are wiſe will take 


bed to themmſelves, not to be tempted, and 
ſeduced that Way, to their own Ruin. 
For, as Solhmon fays, I is only tbe fimple 
ones, that lack Underflanding, which frequent 
the Hari Houſe, and liften to her, when 
RN” Stoln Waters are feet, and Bread 


taten in fecret is pleaſant. But they know 


1⁰ that the Dead are there; and that her 
Gugſis are in the Depths f Hell, Prov. ix. 
13, Sc. No, thoſe that are foolifh, that 
de wholly ruf d, and led by their Senſe, 
their Pleaſures, and their Sins, they do not 
] know; zor will not conſider, till they: come 
to. feel, and be forc'd to confeſs indeed, 
that the End. thereof. is as bitter as Worms 
Wood. And therefore King Solomon, When 
be would deſcribe ia Whoremonger, or an 
| Adulterer, to the Life, he repreſents him 


as one of the ſimpleſt among Men; # 
* the Underſtanding: of a 


Man, but had degraded bimſelf in into the 
Senſeleſneſs of a Beaſt, which hath no Un- 
derſtanding; becauſe he runs ſo heedleſſy 


nn a 
_ | Perſons, 


T 


—_—— dae M 
Aecern d, amung the Youths," u young Man 
void , Undenſtunding, paſſing. through the 


2 not, that If is 0 
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Perſons; aa hon Women And bes Sn RN. 
fore he compares à Whoremonget, for his 


| great Simplicity, unto a ſilly Bird haſting — 
into a Net ot a Snare ; and for Stu pidity, 

to an Ox led to the Slaughtet-houſe; and 
for Shame, to a Knave, or a Fool, - trail' 


to the Stocks. For, ſays he; Al the Min. 
drw of my Houſe, I hot d\chrough"  Caje- 
mple ones, T 


Street; there” met bim a Woman, with the 
Aftire of an Harb ; he went Fig her 


 ffraightway, as an erb to the Slau 5 
e 5 


Correction 0 0; if the 
Stoeks. Till A Dart ftrike thro his 20 
as a Bird bafteth- to the 1275 „ an Bnou 


18 . Life, Prop. = | 


24 
5 „ 
| in uin 


* PTC FRO their Sin . We . 
out, when the Dart frrikes thro their Li- 


ver, when their Heart is pierced thto with 
: Pain and Grief, when their Strength is al- 
moſt | waſted, and their Body Juſt worn 


out, and their Life nigh to its End; then 


their Conſcience i8 alſo prick d, and they 


begin 


Ss R M. begin to regret; od ths their a 


8 the Miſchief -.of their Whoredoms ;. and 


> wiſh, then, that they had | hearken'd to 


good Advice, and follow'd- better Ways. 
As Solomon counſels every young Man, to 
take Warning by them, before it be too 
late. For, ſays he, My Son, remove thy 
Way from the ſtrange Woman, and come 
not nigh to the Door of. her. Houſe ; left thou 
give thine Honour to others, and thy Years 
wnto the cruel; and thou mourn at the laſt, 
when thy Fleſh-and thy Body are conſumd; 
and ſay, How have I hated Inſtruttion, and 
my Heart deſpiſed Reprogf ; and have mt | 
they'd, the Poice Lf my 3 * inclind | 
ET 2 I But, n the juſt 
Judgment of God upon Whoremongers, 
and Adulterers in this World; that they 
are frequently brought by their Sins into 
5 a.) weak and diſeas d Habit of Body, unto 
2 tedious Sort 0 Life, N unto an un- 


N neh = : | we £2 3 a ; A W 1 I * 
M 7 F 8 1 
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"There, is & "3 ES common n Way, 7 
hich God often judgeth, and puniſheth 


e „ and eee in thy 
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World ; and chat is, by ſuffering them to 8E N. 


be drawn in by their Sins into many other V. 


evil, and hurtful Things; as, into Hatreds 


and Strifes, and ſometimes to the worſt of 
Deaths, even to Murder itſelf. The Con- 
fideration whereof I ſhall leave to the next 
Diſcourſe; and, for the preſent, ſhall only 


make an 2 8 1 cg Ul mew 


1 


„be brad ek bath b bag fad, con- 
cerning the ſeveral Ways of God's judging, 
and puniſhing Whoremongers, and Adul- 


terers, even in this World; from hence we 


may ſee ſo much of the Miſchief, and 


_ Heinouſneſs of theſe Sins, as not to think 


lightly of them; as if there was but little 


Sin, or Harm in them. For tho they are 
indeed but too much practis d by many 


Men of baſe Manners, of prophane Prin- 


5 ciples, and of inconfiderate Minds; who 
Eknoy not, or conſider not, that they are 


following ſuch Courſes, as will bring them 


to Deſtruction at laſt; And tho theſe 
heinous and hurtful Crimes, of Whore- 


dom and Adultery, are but too commonly 
* 18 0 ol and made a Sport, or a l Jen 
of 


x26 


Sn ef OY yet, it is only by ſuch elt 


V. 


D in Miſchief, and nale s Bt at 
Lin, Prov. xiv. 9. And 'tho' there ate 
many others in the World ſo deſperately 
wicked, as not only to commit theſe fad 


80D Judgments: — 


ones, or Ful, as Solombni calls them, who 


ſhameful Sina, but even to make their 


boaſt therenf; yet they ate only ſuch 
| ſhameleſs, and wretched Reprobates, 'as 


neither fear God, nor regard Man, nor 
ſem to Mug ung Concern for themſelves, 


what will become of them, either in this 
World or the next. And therefore they go 


en glerying: in their Sbame, and ſporting 


_ themſelves with their oon Confuſion; and 5 


u ebe e 4 e own 


nn theſes wrap es RI 
ed Sort of People fully deſerib'd in the 
Epiſtle g St. Jude. Tho! there are, I fay, 
ſhameleſs, and. deſperate: Perfons ;- yet, we 
ought not to be Partakers with them ; nor 


to be led by their bad Examples, and evil 


| * * wou — the utter 4 of our⸗ 


Communications, into ſuch wicked Ways, 


a8 would corrupt our good Manners; and 


ſelves. 


: f Ws 5 


5 ku” ome rm (4 e ww. 
f ; > 


Whoremongers and Adulterers. 


| Gs.) For, ſurely, God would not have 8E RN. 


in this 


ſat ſo many fad Judgments, e 


World, upon Whoremongers and Adul- „ 
terers, if their Ways had not been very 42 


grievous, and abominably ſinful ;, ſo as to 
bring, them under the Wrath, and Judgs 


ment of God. And for this Reaſon-the 


Apoſtle wiſely adviſes us, not to keep ſuch 
bad Company, nor to follow; their evil 
Ways, nor to mind their idle Words, to 
do wickedly like them, who lie ſo much 
under the Wrath of God. For, ſays he, 


Let no Man deceive you with vain Words z 
| for becauſe of theſe "Things, ſome of which 
are Pilthineſs, and Fornication, or Whore- 


dum; becauſe of Which Thing, ſays he, 
the Wrath of Gad cometh upon the Children 


n he not ye r Par- 


And 1 2s, we 8 * * 


and the Bleſſing of God, and the Happi- 
neſs of ourſelves; the Welfare of our Bo- 
dies, and the Salvation of our Souls; let us 


avoid all ſuch hurtful Luſts, and follow 
ſuch Things as are contrary thereunto: 


Such Things, I mean, as tend to a holy, 


128 
8 RN. ba [ ee and intiocent kk 3 ſuch 
V. as Temperance and Soberneſs, N = 
I Chaſtity, Godlineſs and ' Honeſty, | . 
| when we have fought the good Fi * 2 « 
f Faith, againſt all the Temptations of tb 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh; we 
may at laft obtain the Reward, which the 

Lord hath promis'd to all them ! kead 

= ee __ Amen. Amen. 
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8 E R M o N VI. 
Gov's ue OY Whore: | 
mongers and Adulterers. : 


HEB, xiil. 4. 


——ID horemongers, and Adulterers, 


Sad will judge. 


os 7 + Fang may be ſeen — 

from the ſore Judgments 

of God, which uſually at- 
Vwdend them; and which al- 

ſo are moſt juſt. For as Whoremongers 

and Adulterers are ſome of the worſt of 


| Sinners,. and do the moſt Miſchief in the 


World; ſo it is but juſt, that ſomething 


extraordinary ſhould be done unto them; 


= jp in 


Fa. 30 - Gov's Judgments acid; 
S2 NN. in order to ſhew them, how aboininalth | 
VI. their Ways are in the“ Sight of God, and 
to make them the more odious unto Men; 

by ſome remarkable Judgment attending 
them, even in this preſent Life, As hath 
been ſhewn i in the laſt Diſcourſe, how that 
God hath ſeveral remarkable Ways of judg- 
ing, and puniſhing, Whoremongers and 
Adulterers in this Life; both as to their 
Bodies, and to their worldly * As, 


F irſt, By E them to Sud and 
making them a Reproach among Men. 
As it is very common for ſuch evil:Doers, 
to get to themſelves a Blot, and Diſhonour, 
and even to be deſpis d among Men. And, 


Secondly, By bringing upon them man 
Troubles, and great Diſtreſſes. As they | 
that follow vain Perſons, and haunt Har- 
lots Houſes, or keep Harlots in their own 

_ Houſes, do frequently bring themſelves 
into great Troubles, and ſometimes into 
_ great Straits, if not to Poverty itſelf. And, 


Thirdly, By making their foolilh ad i 
| hurtful Luſts, of Whoredom and Adul- W 


Whoremon gers aud Aae 


tery, bring upon them many Pains, and 8 AI. 
Infirmities, and Diſeaſes; and ſometimes VI. 
alſo bringing them to a miſerable untimely 
Death. For their loathſome Sin does fre- 


quently turn to a Sore in the Fleſh, and to 


Rottenneſs in their Bones; which makes 


them ſometimes not to live out half their 
Days. Theſe are ſome of the common 


Juodgments of God upon Ware 


and Adulterers, even in this World; 
hath been ſhewn” in the  foregding” Dis 


. 


But God Ban alſo 9 a+ Wi of Toag- 


ing, and puniſhing, Whoremongers and 


Adulterers in this World, as to their Bo- 
dies, or as to their Perſons ; and that is, 
By ſaffering them to be drawn on, by their 


fooliſh and hurtful Luſts of Whoredom | 
and Adultery, into many other evil and 


hurtful Things; as, into Hatreds, and 
Strifes ; and ſometimes to the worſt of 
Deaths, even to Murder itſelf. As I ſhall 


now, under the fourth Head, endeavour to ; 


Sl es. © 


a 
VI. 


3 ous Sins, and fo full of Evil, that they are 
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Whose and 8 are uch 5 


often ſeverely puniſh'd ; according to the 


Greatneſs: of the. Wickednef, and of the 
Farm, that is in them. For to commit 
Whoredom, or for two ſingle Perſons to 


be diſhoneſt, and naught with one an- 


other; they do thereby endanger the utter 


Ruin of themſelves, both as to this World 


and the next. For they thereby deſtroy 4 


one another's Modeſty, and Virtue ;' and 


quite blaſt the Reputation, and good Name 


of them both; which they will ſcarce ever 


be able to recover, or to be well look'd 
upon afterwards by any Perſons of Credit, 


and Virtue; but their Whoredom will be 


temernbred to their Prejudice, ſo long as 


they live. Which, alſo. will be a great 


Hinderance to their Proſperity in the 
World ; which muſt be a great Diſcou- 


ragement to their Induſtry, and Honeſty; 


if they would live orderly, and virtuouſl 
for. the future. But the worſt of it is 
that many of this Kind of Sinners do. ra- 


ther grow deſperate, and harden'd in their 


Wickedneſs; and come to be moſt care- 
| 5 Fb., 


that many Harlots, and Whoremongers, 


any two Perſons, that are ſo wickedly in- 


3 

ö 

N - clin d to be naught with one another, do 
greatly endanger the Ruining of one an- 
: other for ever; by tempting, and leading 
x one another into ſuch a Sin, as they may 
: not eafily leave off Scored or perhaps 
: may never truly repent of, ſo long as they 
4 | live,” Or if one of them, either the Man 
4 or the Woman, ſhould come to be ſenſible 
# of the Helnoltheſl of their Sin, and to re- 
4 pent, and leave it off; yet it would grieve 
% him, and the more penitent he 1 is for his 
be own Share of the Guilt, the more it would 
= grieve him ever after to think, that he had 
| 4 been the Occaſion of leading the other, 


e and perhaps ſeveral others, into ſuch a 
Wickedneſs, as may be the Ruin of them. 


£ All which fad Things are 9 the il 
ty; Effects of Whoredom. = 

ally | e 

1 Bot eſpecially to commit Kia that 


is, with one that is married to another, is 
= far more ſinful, and hurtful; and 1s 
K 3 the 


ds frequently come to. Whereby, I lay, 
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ch, and ſhameleſs, And miſerable — SEM. 
many Ways: As this is what we Know, VI. 
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Sx RM. 1 _ Way of parting Man and Wife, 
* by dividing their Hearts; by withdrawing 


che Wifers Love, and Reſpect from her 


Huſband; and by ſetting him as much 
againſt | her: By bringing a ſhameful Wick- 


edneſs upon the Woman, a Jealouſy and 


Rage upon the Man, and Baſtardy upon 


the Children; which does wrong, and 


vex a Man in the higheſt Degree; to 


Have - his Wife diſhoneſt, his Children fuſ- 
pected, and all his Labours and Profits 


diyiced between legitimate and baſe Chil- 


'dren; or "wholly enjoy'd by a ſpurious, 
and haſe Brood. There are theſe, I fay, 
and many other Wounds made by Adul- 


tery, which are incurable ; whereupon it 


may | be accounted one 1 oY moſt n 


Pars pernicious 1 


2111 


And as OR and aa 


*thus remarkable for their exceeding 2 


nes, and for the Abundance of Miſchief 


many Ways done thereby; & they are ge- 


nerally for ſome great Puniſhment, or for 
ſome notorious Judgment attending them; 
not only by great Hatreds, Quarrels, and 


| Diſturbances; | but enen by Blood, and 
. 


7 


„ 


2 


Whoremongers and Adulterers 


Murder, often following thereupon; by 8 E RNA. 
their murdering others, or 'by their RE VI. 
e themcives, 11 


As to Whoremongers, and Adaticrets 
murdering, or attempting to murder others, 
for the Sake of their own Luſts, is no very 


_ uncommon Thing: For they are eaſily 


ſtir'd up by their Luſtfulneſs to Wrath and 
Revenge, even about their Sin, or about 


an Harlot; and thereby "ey maim, and 
murder o one another.” 5 8 


But the laineſt'P Proof of this Caſe, is 


5 the abominable wicked Practice of many 
Harlots themſelves; who frequently uſe 
Means to kill their Children within them; ah 


and if they fail in that, then, as ſoon as 
they have brought them forth, to ſtifle, 


and murder them; or by ſome Shift to ex- 

| Poſe, and make away with them. Which 
 ſhews what a ſhameful Sin Whoredom is, 
and how exceedingly ſinful, or how full 
of Wickedneſs and Miſchief; ſo tb harden 
Mothers Hearts againſt their own Off. 


ſpring; and to make them ſo cruel, even 


yo Nature, as to lay violent Hands 


K4 upon 
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SRERN. upon their own tender innocent Babes, as 


"YE 


ſoon as they have bore them : And all this 


8 to conceal their Shame, to eſcape Puniſh- 


ment, and to go on till in their Sin; which 
is ſuch an ill Effect of Whoredom, as is 
ſcarce to be N a ** other Wick. 
edneſs. 


= 5 But What 1 chiefly F to prove un- 
der this Head is, What great Miſchief 
Whoremongers, and Adulterers, do often 
bring upon themſelves; ſo as to be ſome- 
times even murder'd, or ſome others that 


are dear to them, for their Wickedneſ, 


A full Proof whereof we have in the Caſe 


of King David; whoſe Adultery brought 
Hatreds, and Strifes, and Murders, and 


manifold other Miſchiefs, upon himſelf 
and his Family; and thoſe too very noto- 


rious, both for Kind and Degree. For 
by his Abuſe of Uriab's Wife, and the 


Eilling of him, his own Sons learn'd to 
hate, and quarrel, and kill one another; 


and alſo to commit Whoredom, and Adul- 
tery ; and even to riſe up in Rebellion a- 
gainſt David himſelf, who was both their 


Father, and their * 80 that from 


that 


2 K 7 
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that very Time, and for that very Thing, SE * 


that he committed ſo great a Crime with 
the Wife of Uriah, he ſeems to have had © 


but little Peace, or Pleaſure, all- his — 


after; except what he had within himſelf, | 


from his own Heart; from his ſincere, 


broken, and contrite Heart; from the Teſ- 


timony of his own. Conſcience, of his un- 


feigned Repentance, and from his Aſſu- 


rance of God's Favour, and Forgiveneſs: 


But as for any outward Comfort, he had 
not much, either in his numerous Family, 
or in his large Dominions ; either. from his 


Subjects, or from his own Children; but 


rather, as a juſt Judgment upon him for 
his late great Tranſgreſſion, he met with 
much Trouble from them both. For not 
only that Child, which he had by Adul- 
tery with Uriab's Wife, died ſoon after ; 


according to God's * threatning him, as 


Part of his Puniſhment for that Wicked- 
neſs ; but alſo his eldeſt Son + Ammon N 


viſh'd his Daughter Tamar, the Siſter © | 


 Abſahm ; for which Abſalom ſoon after 
flew him. And this ſame Ab/ahbm, who 
thew'd ſo much Concern for Ammon's * 


» Sim. xii, 14. + Ibid, xiii, 


S8 ERM. ing with his Siſter; yet he eK not to 
VI. lie with his Father's Wives *, or Concu- 
— bines; and that publickly i in the Day- tim 

nin the Sight of the Sun, and of all the 

17 ; and alſo to raiſe a Rebellion of ; 

the Subjects againſt his Father, King De | 
wid; to take away his Kingdom, and his 

| Life too from him, if he could; in Proſe- 
cution of which evil Deſign againſt his 

Father, he was caught, and hang'd by the 

Hair of his Head on a Tree, as he de- 

ſeryd. And when King David himſelf 

drew nigh to his Death, two of his Sons 

| trove for the Kingdom, and + one of 

them flew the other. And even his belo- 

ved Son Solomon was viſited with ſeveral 


SFS Zuges S882 


| great J udgments from God t; who rais'd tai 
many Enemies againſt him, to puniſh _ the 
him; not only for this great Iniquity of al 
Bis Father, but alſo for his own Wicked- 80 
neſs that Way, in being given to ſtrange the 
W omen; who were fit to alienate bo fect 
Heart from the true Worſhip of God. Ir 
11 
| PREY to conclude all, after King Soh- =o 
: n Death, ten Parts of the Kingdom 
| | were ſo 


0 * 2 Sam. xvi. 21,22. Fl Kings ii. 24, 25. Þ 1 Kings 


| . Loh Ge ph 


- avas never to depart from his Hoe. 


Houſe, as a juſt Judgment of God upon 
him, for the great Injury done to Uriah 


Uriah, the Hittite, 0 be thy Wife, There- 
fore, bebo bebold, 1 avill raiſe up Evil againſt 
thee, out of thine: own Houſe; and I will 
take thy Wives before thine "Eyes, and give 


fahm, who did not deſerve to be call'd his 
Son; and be ſhall lie with thy" Wives, in © 


| ſecretly, but I will do this Thing before all 


17, 12. 
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were taken from David's Houſe; and given 8 K RN. 
to another; whereby his Poſterity were en- VI. 


gag d in many Wars; as if they were ne- 
ver to live long in Peace, 3 ; 


theſe fad Things befel King David 2 > : 


and his Wife ; according to the Word of 
the Lord, which he ſent to him by VN, 


never depart from thine Houſe ;\ becauſe thou 
haſt deſpiſed me, and haſt taken the Wife of 
them unto thy Neighbours ; that is, to . 


the Sight of this Sun. For thou did'ft it 


| Urael, and N the Sang, 2 17 xii. 10, | 


Now if King Z David 15 Saya ahh 
0 much Miſchief would have come of it; 
that | 


ob's Ju dgments againſt 


S8 g. * he ſhould ſuffer ſo much in his oun 
VI. Perſon, and in his Family, and in his Pol. 


terity, for medling | with another Man's 
Wife, he would ſurely have forborn it; 1 


not out of Shame and Abhorrence Ws o 


great a Crime, yet out of Fear of ſo many 
ſad Things falling upon him, and his 
Houſe, becauſe of it. And yet, how 
could he expect any other, but that his 

Sons would ſtick at no Wickedneſs, nei- 
ther at Whoredom, nor Adultery, nor at 

Murder itſelf; when he had ſet them ſuch 
an ill Example? And that his Subjects 
alſo might be eaſily tempted by one of his 
Sons, to riſe up in Arms | againſt him; 
| when they found that neither their Wives, 
nor. their own Lives were ſecure from him; 
if they might judge from what he had 
done to Uriab and his Wife. However, 
from what he had ſuffer'd, he could not 
but be convinc'd of this, What a great 
Wickednefo Adultery is, to deſerve ſo ma- 


ny grievous Judgments from God, And 
from which all other great Perſons may = 


_ convinc'd, even the greateſt Kings upon 
Earth, what a dangerous Thing it is for 


9" of them to do likewiſe,” And ſo-may 
, E's take 


* 


n 


wr. 


d 


3 
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take this as a Warning to themſelves, not 81 * 
to abuſe their Wealth, or their Power, to VI. 
ths corrupting, and ruining of others, for 


the Sake of fulfilling their own unrea- 
ſonable Wills, or gratifying their carnal 
Luſts; leſt they alſo be brought to ſuffer 
by ſome of thoſe Ways, tho perhaps not 
ſo „ as Hop WW _ = 


For David being a very b ;" King, 
and withal a very * good Man, excepting 
this Caſe of Uriah; therefore this Sin of 
Adultery. was the greater in him, and ac- 


cordingly was the more remarkably pu- 
niſh' d; becauſe it gave great Offence to the 


People of God, that is, to all virtuous and 
religious People, both then and ever ſince; 
and alſo gave great Occaſion to the Enemies 
of the Lord to blaſpbeme, 2 Sam. xii. 14. 


As we may be ſure, that the Enemies of 


the Lord, or the Generation of the Wick- 
ed in thoſe Days, would make the worſt 
Reflexions they could upon it, as they do 


in theſe evil Days of ours. As it is very 
remarkable, what a bad Uſe the Profligate, 


and the Ee rake of it at this Ae | 


* 7 Rings xv. 45 


e 


Sz R M. even ſo _ afterwards, to cry. down all 
VI. Religion; as if Religion was nothing but 
Name, and the Profeſſion of it nothing 


| 8 a Pretence; ſeeing that ſo religious a 
Man as King David ſeem'd to be, was 
dultery. For which, I ſay, he was the 
more ſeverely. puniſh'd ; as a Warning to 
all others, that make a ſtrict Profeſſion of 
Religion, to walk the more circutnſpedtly, 
and to live as innocently, and inoffenſively 
as they can; that the Enemies of the 
Lord, or the Enemies of Religion, may 
have no Occaſion to blaſpheme; or may 
have no ill Thing to ſay of them, ot ol 
the re which they profeſs W 


1 his is the Acros; which a. Seri 
ture gives us of King David's Adultery, 
and of the many terrible Judgments of 


God, which fell upon him, and his Houſe 
for it; which, I ſay, fell the heavier 7 
him, becauſe he was ſo great a King, and 

& good a Man ; except that he once gave 
way to this moſt heinous Sin, with the 

evil Circumſtances of it; upon which God 
| 3 fit to * bim worſe for it, 
chan, 
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than, we may ſuppoſe, he would have SE 2M. 


dune to a meaner, eee : 
| Perſon, „ - 


"Tit Adele laden leaks EE 


ful and hurtful Sin, that it will not be ex- 


cusd, and paſs unpuniſh'd in any Body. 
But like Fire in a Man's Boſom, ſo will it 


upon him. For a Man might as eaſily 


or getting any Harm by it; as commit 


Adultery, without a Blot, and Blame, and 
ſome ſore Judgment of God hanging over 

bis Head for it. As Solomon obſerves, ſay- 
ing, Can @ Man fake Fire in his Boſom, 


and his Clothes not be burnt; or can à Man 


80 upon hot Coals, and his Feet not be burnt? 


carry Fire in his Boſom without feeling it, 


So be that goeth to bis Neighbour's Wife; 


any one be innocent, who is guilty of ſo 


much Wickedneſs and Miſchief, as lying 
Vith another Man's Wife? For thereby he 
cauſeth the Woman to ſin againſt het own 
Huſband, and againſt the Lord God; he 


maketh her allo a Thame to all her Rela- 
tions, 


 whoſcever toucheth her, fhall not be inno= 
cent, Prov. vi. 27, 28, 29. No, how can 
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Sx RM. tions, and a Reproach to all her Sex, eſpe- 
| 3 _ cially to all virtuous married Women; be- 
1 des the Guilt, the Shame, and the Ha- 
Wil  tred that he brings upon himſelf, by his 
1 gteat Wickedneſs in ruining another Man's 
Wife. And moreover, he raiſeth a great 
deal of Sorrow, and Diſturbance in a Fa- 
mily; he maketh ſuch wide Breaches be- 
', tween the Wife's Kindred, and the Huf. 
band's, and the Adulterer's, as are ſcarce 
ever to be reconcil'd ; and eſpecially, he 
ſtirreth up ſuch a furious Spirit in the in- 
jur'd Huſband, as is not eaſily to be ap- 
peas d but by Revenge, to the great Da- 
mage, or Deſtruction of the Adulterer. 
For, as Solomon ſays, Fealouſy is the Rage 
of a Man; therefore will he not ſpare in the 
Day of Vengeance ; he will not regard any 
Ranſom, neither will he be content, tho thou 
give many Gifts, Prov. vi. 34, 35. Adul- 
tery is ſuch a Wound, and Injury, as is for 
not to be heal'd, or repair d; and as no 
Satisfaction can be made for the Miſchief f 
of it; and therefore the Adulterer does WM 
ſometimes fall a Sacrifice, to male an 
Atonement: * it. e 


e nab, 
And ; 


A 
— 1 MS, 
3 2 ” _— — 
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A0 not vel [A Jutareny but alſo Whore- 
menge do ited ſo much Miſchief, that 


- Sw. 
VI. 


ſome of it does commonly fall upon their | 


own Head. For it is not only for the 
Sake of a Wife, but alſo for the Sake of 
A Daughter, or a Siſter, or any other Re- 
lation, or a Friend, that is thus abus d and 
tempted to Whoredom, that {6 many im- 
placable Hatreds, anch Quarrels do ariſe; 
which do frequently end in the Murder, 


the Hurt of the Offender. As there 


is a remarkable Inſtance in Scriptare; con- 
cerning Dinab, the Daughter of "Face; 


who being defil'd*by Secbem the Son of 


Hanbr, the Prince of the Country; two 
of her Brethren,” Simeon and Leb, went, 
and flew both Hai, and Serbem His Son. 
and alf the Men in the City. And the 


Reaſon which they gave to their Father, 
for ſuch: a bloody Maſſacre; was this; the 


abuſing of their giſter. For, ſay they, 


| Should be deal 40ith ani, "ar unh an 
Horlot? neg Weg NN A 


— 5 . . 841 E dne 


| Now'this Caſe: between Secbem and DL 


nab, was the more remarkable, becauſe ir 


dun. was between two, who were deſign'd to 
VI. be married together, if this Murder had 
got prevented it; which, was occaſion d by 
the Whoredom of Sechem with Dinah. be- 
dre Marriage. For her Brethren were en- 
rag d, that he had dealt with their Siſter, 
before they were married, as with an Har- 
lot; and he himſelf was. infatuated,” to 
make an Harlot of ber, whom he intend- 
ed to have married. Fot tho this be a 
Thing too common in our Days, 9e 
one would think, that: ſcarce; any body 
could he guilty of ſo much Sin and Folly, 
as to make the Woman an Harlot, whom 
be deſir d, and deſign d for his Wits 
For a virtuous and conſiderate Man would 
neyer tempt, and lead a Woman into fuch 
N a ſhameful Sin; whom he deſir d 25 
be honeſt, and innocent ever after. But 
is, I ſay, was Sechem's Crime, and Foly 
1 with Dinab; whom he greatly loy'd; and 
| ould, gladly have married. -. For it is {aid, 
in che third Verſe of has Chapter, Not 


4 
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- pms ig eee 9 rode he, Ne his 
ws made eames Suit, to . ber for 
E | : 5 P ar- 
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yi itil 1 this If: 37. 


dy letting them be drawn on 


Win and A 


and Conditions or Articles made; but then, 
this-overthrew! all, and brought fo much 
Miſchief inſtead of a Martiage, that he had 
before time Him with her, and defil'd here 
Which made her Brethren” very wroth, 
becauſe, as it is ſaid in the ſeventh Vetle, 
He had": wrought Folly in Iſrael, in Tying 
21th Jacob's! Dawghter ; which Thing 01 
not to be- dons; And this was it, Which Gs 
caſion'd ſuch a\Breach, and-ſo much Blood-= 
lied afterward:'"As.we may read at large 
io als * fourth . of” Onan” 


not 37 oF 4 . 


w ee 
the juſt Judgment" of God, and his com! 
mon Way of. puniſhing ſuch wicked Men, 
by hilt 
Whoredons "ito Hatreds, and Quarrels, 


and” Murders; which commonly fall hea- 


vieſt” upon thelthfelves : And Wut 5 
C. 


need not Wonder at, how il ſoever fi 


People faffer” for their Wickedneſs. For 
Whoredony”is fo 


great an Iniquity, as t0 


be the moſt like to Idolatry, or the moſt 
proper to repreſent it, as it frequently does 


in Scripture ; 5: t it is going a whering ; 
2 after 


Parties ivereaigited; and Paretits N 
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S ERM. after ſtrange Women, as Idolatry is ans 


VI, 


A 
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ſtrange Gods; and eſpecially, becauſe it 


does ſo much eſtrange ſuch. People's Hearts 
from God, and God's Heart from them, 
as ſometimes to bring down his Vengeance 


upon them, by a great Deſtruction. A 


is recorded in Scripture, in that noted Caſe 


of the People of 1/rael, concerning the 


with Coſbi a whoriſh Midianitiſo 
1 whereupon ＋ Phineas, the Son of Eleazar 


the Prieſt, went and ſlew them both, by 


Matter of Peor *, that is, their Idolatey, 
and the Matter of Coſbi, that is, tbe Whore- 
dom of Zimri . 4 Prince 


Fa a chief” Houſe 
among the Simeonites, who was caught 
Woman; 


running a Spear through , their Bodies; 


which is call d an 9 executing Judgment, the 


juſt Judgment of God upon them. And 
moreover, God was ſo very angry with 


them, what for their -Idolatry and What 


for their Whoredom, that he Nlew, many 
Thouſands of them by à Plague at|that 


Time. And this is the Ground of that 


Caution, which the Apoſtle gives us againſt 


| Wenden 9 or K ee for fear of the 


.. Wrath, 


Numb. my 18, © + Ibid! re; 15. TE: 1 
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Wrath, or Judgment of God falling uponiSz RN 


our Heads for it: Saying, Neither let us VI. 
commit Fornication,” as ſome of them com- 


mitted; and fell in prong; mY 1 5 


FE cr 
300 : | 


Tbeſe are r of the chief Judgment ; 
of God upon Whoremongers and Adul> 
terers in this Life, as to their Bodies, and 
their worldly State ip that they are frequent- 
ly brought by that great Wickedneſs into 
Poverty, and Shame, and Trouble, and 
Pain, and Sickneſs, and to an * 


Death; and moreover into Hatred, 


Strife; and e to n or t A 


| Re OR 


But thy ſevere 'Punithimeits or 1 
ments of God, which Whoremongers and 


Adulterers do, or can ſuffer in this World, 


are thoſe which they feel in their Souls; as 
Jam now, r ene e to 


» 25 
Tr 1 


Cod d n 88 had 4 hed 
all wicked 4 Dor and particularly Whore- 
* and Adulterers, as much or more 

N 3 than 
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$2.2 than any others, by grievouſly afflicting 
VI. them in their Souls4 by cauſing them to 
hear the Burden of their Sin and Guilt, ſo 
' long as they live; until they repent, and 
leave it off. Which muſt be a ſad Aillic 
tion, or ſore Judgment of God upon them; 
to carry an exil Heart, or a wounded Bpi- 
rit, and a guilty Conſciende always alogg 
with them, whereſoever they go. And in 
Compariſon. of which, all thoſe other Judg 
ments of God, upon Whoremongers and 
Adulterere, before mention d; I mean, thoſt 
worldly Afflictions, and bodily Puniſhment 
which, God! often lays upon this Kind of 
evil Doete for their Sinfulneſt; ſuch « 
Poverty and Shame, Trouble and Pain, 
Strife and Hatred, Sickneſſes and Diſeaſe, 
and ſuch like Evils. of the outward Man, 
which ſuch. wicked Doers frequently bring 
upon themſelves in this World, by ther WM 7. 


r ˙ ec... 


| ſp Wh Luſtfulneſs; vet, all theſe Pr 
gutward Evils of the Body are little, ot WW he 
nothing, in Compariſon of thoſe inward 801 
Afflictions of the Soul; of that horrible we 
Dead und Anguiſh, of that inward Oref I T.. 
and Pain, af that Load of Guilt and Sin, Co 

* VIGAED anc: * lie under, dul 


wot 


Things which they ſuffer in their Souls, 
for their Sins of Whoredom and Adultery, 

all thoſe other common Calamities, relating 
to the Body and to the World, which are 
uſually ſent of God, as a natural and a juſt 
Judgment upon Whoremongers and Adul- 
terets; yet all ſuch evil Things, which 
chiefly concern the filthy and diforder'd 
Body of a Whoremonger, are nothing to 
thoſe which his defil'd and wounded Soul 
ſuffers, and is heavy laden with. And 


which indeed a Man muſt be very much 
harden'd in his Sin, to be able to bear; or 
which, however, are harder to be borne 
than all the other Troubles, Which any 
Man can meet with in this World; yea, 
much harder than all the Cllithitics 'of 
Job. For tho' Fob was remarkable to a 


Proverb, for the Loſſes and Troubles that 


| he met with in the World, and for his 


Sores and Suffering in the Body ; yet they 


were all tolerable 'in Compariſon of the 
Troubles, and. Torments, of the guilty 
Conſclence of an Whoremonger, and A- 


dulterer, or any other notorious evil Doer: 
. — 


ntil they repent, and leave off their Wick-Sx RM” 
eliiely in Compariſon, I fay, of theſe fad VL 


* 32 : Gop's Judgments, "I 
82 RM. ** tho all Job's worldly Goods were 8 
VI. deftroy'd and loſt, yet he had not loft the 8 
comfort of a good {063 ang and tho C 
all his Children alſo. were dead, yet his hi 

Hope was in the living God; and tho his fo 
Body withal was full of. Sores, yet. his Soul * 
was ſound, and his Life was whole within MV 
him; Which Soundneſs and Integrity of or 
his Heart, with the Comfort that he had bl 
in his Conſcience and i in the Lord his God, hi- 
made him the eaſier, and to bear his world- of 
ly Troubles the better. For worldly Trou- is 
+ þles, and bodily Sores and Sickneſſes, how wi 
great ſoever, are not nigh fo grievous, as Pa 
- thoſe of the Soul; which, I ſay, made Ju ore 
bear his outward Loſſes, and the Sores of I 
bis Body the better, becauſe he was well 
within; becauſe his Heart was ſound, his Pu 
Soul unhurt, and his Conſcience perfectly bre 
eaſy, becauſe of his Integrity, and that Op 
he had kept himſelf unſpotted from the der 
World. Which Condition, I ſay, of. Job | WE 

in all his Troubles, was much more toler- cat 
able than the vain and miſerable Life of the 
Whoremongers, and Adulterers, and ſuch like 
like evil Doers, in all their ſinful Luſts and lear 
Pleafl urs, becauſe of 1 Wounds and Haj 
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Sores within; by reaſon. of the Filthines Sx RW. 
of their Lives, and the Guiltineſs of their VI. 
Conſciences. And therefore St. Paul, when Yrs, + 
he was once paſſing Judgment upon a Man, 
for a moſt heinous Kind of Whoredom, 
or Fornication, he thought fit, that the 
Man ſhould be put to ſome outward Shame 
or Trouble, that his Heart might be hum- 
bled, and turn'd from his Iniquity; and fo 
his Conſcience might be heal d, and eas d 
of the Guilt and Burden of it. And this 
is the Way, that we ourſelves alſo take 
with evil Doers, by putting them to ſome 
Pain or Shame, or Charge or Trouble, in 
order to break them of their Sins ; as right- 
ly judging, that it is much worſe to let a 
Man go on in his Wickedneſs, than any 
Puniſhment that can be laid upon him, to 
break him of it. And this was St. Paule 
Opinion in that Caſe ; and therefore he or- 
der d, that the Man, who had done ſuch 
a wicked Thing, ſhould be excommuni- 
cated, or turn d out of the Church, from 
the Society of the Saints, and be made 
like a Publican or Heatlien; that he might 
learn to know What a bleſſed Privilege, or 
Heppineſs i was, to be a true or a good 
Chrif⸗ 
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82 411. rant of of the Communion of TY 
IA. And therefore the Appſtle order d that wick- 


ed, inceſtuous Perſon, to be deliver'd over 


unto Satan; to be ſome Way or other tor. 


mented, or afflicted in his Body, to the 


puniſhing” and mortifying of the Fleſh; | 
that by ſuch a Suffering he might be hum- 
bled, "and made ſenfible of. his Sin, and 


faving of his Soul. 7 5 — Fx 4 om, 
fays the. Apoſtle, unto Satan for the De- 
 frrudtion of the F. ls oh, that the Spirit may 
be ſaved, in the Day of the Lord Ye efus, 
1 Cor, v. 1—6. And indeed it fignt- 
fies not much, how ill the Body fer, in 
this World, ſo long as the precious Life 
be but ſpar'd; 7 6 the Soul be but 45. 
whole, and WR .. : . 


"And. 1 3 Sins of et 


and Adultery are the more grievous, not fo 
much for the common Miſchief, and Trou- 
ble, that they often bring a Man to in this 
World; not ſo much for the Blot that they 
bring upon his Name, nor for the Waſte 
that they make of his Goods, nor for the 
Farm that they do him in my * 2s 


for 
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which ſhould bear his Infirmities, or which 
ſhould enable him to bear up againſt his 
other Troubles; when that is caſt dowyn, 


Whoremongers and Adulterers. reg | 


for the-Dvils which/ they bring upon his Sx vr: 
Soul. For when a Man's Soul, or Spirit, VI. 


or has greater Troubles of its own, and of 4 
its owh bringing upon itſelf thro" the Guilt 


of its Sins, ſuch as Whoredom and Adul- 


tery, blech it hath given way to; then, 
ſuch "one's Caſe muſt be very ad, and 


hard to be borne, For, as it is ald. The 


Spirit of a Man will fuftain' bis Infirmity 3 


| but @ wounded Spirit who can bear? Prov. 


xviii. 14. This is a fad Caſe indeed; when 
a Man's Boſom- friend, which ſhould” be 
the Plague of an evil Conſcience, or, what 
the Scripture: calls, the Plague of a Matt's 
on Heart; which is the greateſt Plague 


Sims, particularly thoſe of Whoredom and 
_ Adultery, that they do not only wound, 


and weaken, and diforder the Body; but 


eſpeeially that they greatly diſorder, and 


wound, and endanger the utter Deſtruc- 
„Kings viii. 38, 1 


eating n | Andeticrafors: the- Apo. 
as tle. Sansa Künne if wee 3 wad 
ke care, for the ſmall Tins * — We. 4 
journ in this World, to keep ourſelves un- 
potted from it, or from the evil Cuſtoms 


of it; and, while we live in the Fleſh, to 
keep ou rſclves as blameleſs, and as harm. 


leſs, as we can, from the Luſts thereof. 
For, ſays he, Dearly Beloved, I beſeech you, 
as Strangers and Pilgrims, abſtain from 

Peſhly 9 which He; Fee * Fo 


1 Fer. i Ul. . 
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"The Luſt of the Fleſh do 0 N 
againſt the Soul, and are ſuch utter Ene- 
mies to it, that they are co inually weak- 
ning and wounding it; for the Soul of 

| Man is of. ſuch a pure and ſpiritual n | 
of itſelf, that by being 'defil'd, and tainted, 
with filthy and fleſhly Luſts, it muſt re- 
ceive a great deal of Harm, if not a the 
rough Change, and an utter Deſtruction; 
as if there was left no ſuch Thing as A 
pure Spirit, or a heaven-born Soul, in the 
filthy Body of a Whoremonger, and Adul- 

terer. And therefore that ſhort TL 
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of the Prophet ſhould be noted a8 a Pro- 97805 
verb; where he ſays,” that, Whoredom, and, 1 


Vine, "and new Wine, take aw "the Heart, 
Hoſ*iv.” 11. Fot as we may often ſee, 
that Exceſs of Wine, or of ſtrong Pink, 
does tale away 2. 2 0 
3 $ 
1 e benpen or Bolneß, as if he had 
not ur Soul of 4 Man in him 7 6 Whore- 
dom and Adultery do fo Fay diſorder, 
and dull, and ſtu Pify a Man's Soul, 4g to 
all Matters of Religion and Virtue, that 
he can't rightly ſavour any Thing that ! is 
good; and thereby do take apray the Heart 
of a Man from Gd, and God's Love from 
him. For, as Ju. aid unto Forem, 
What Pete, that 1s, for thee, and thy 
Houſe, /6 long as the 2 boredoms of thy Ma- 
ther Jeſabel, and ber Witchcrafts.. are. fo 
many? 2 Kings Ix, 22. So what Favour, 
or Peace, can a Man expect, either from 
God or in his own Conſcience, ſo long as 
be indulges himſelf. in the offenſiye Sins 
of Whoredom and Adultery? Which there 
fore ought to be avoided, not ſo much for 
the Hurt that they do 15 the Body, as for 
the — that n EV to the Soul; and 
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Sym 3 much for the Shame among Men, . 
VI as for the Offence of them, and Sin againſt 
God. And this is the Reaſon which, Fo- 
pb gave to his Miſtreſs,- when ſhe baſely 
tempted him to lie with her. How; fays 
be, can I do this great Wickedneſi,: and. fin 

| againſt. God? Gen. xxxix. 9. By which it 

| ſeems, as if Joſeph thought that the world- 
ly Shame, or bodily. Puniſhment, or pain- 
ful Death, that he might have been brought 
to, if he bad been Bund guilty of ſuch. a 
foul Crime, were not. worthy to. hermen- 
tion d, or compa rd to the Sin of, doing 


uch a baſe Thing; Þo difpleaſing to W 
| e Neal. 4 5. 


l 
as God is a moſt pure and holy Shi 
tit himſelf” fo he. did. make' the Soul . 
| Man in his own. Image, after his *, Like- 
neſs; "fo that, nothing can be more con- 
traty to God's perfect, ſpotleſs Nature, nor 
| doth more defile and deface the, Image of 
God in Man, nor "doth worſe grieve the 
holy Spirit of God, than the Luft of, Laſ- 
civiouſneſs. For theſe were the very Sins, 
"that * * that . N to * 
| 2 
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| Torment all their Life, fo long as they lie 
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and ſo ſorely grieved his holy Spirit, that TIT 
he even repented, that he had made Man VE _ 
2 Faris As it is faid, that, The 


Sons of God ment in unto the Daughters of 
Men, and they bare Children unto then, 


And God jaw, that the Wickedneſs of Man 
vas great in the. Earth'; and that every 


gination f the Thoughts" of | his Heart 5 


0. only Evil continually ; and it refented 


the-Lord, that. be had made Man nb le 
Barth, Fa | 


Goat. vi. +4 306% e ee ob val. 


Pha all. Rh. it appear, ZW thas - 


keingny Sins, of Whoredom and Adultery, 


are ſo grievous to God's holy Spirit, and ſo 


prejudicial to a Man's own Soul, that there 
can be no Peace to ſuch wicked People? 


no Quiet or Comfort in their Minds; ot 
rather, nothing but Confuſion, Terror, and 


in their Sins. And at laſt, if they will 


not repent and amend their Lives, there 
remains nothing for them, but a fearful 
looking for of Judgment. As I will ne, 
in the next Diſeourſe; that the moſt terti- 
ble 8 of God o judging! rye” 
2 an 
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Whoredom and Adultery, 
ing 'Sinfulneſs of them; for the great Of. 
- fence they are unto God, the great Injury 
they do unto others, and the great Mik 
chief they bring upon ourſelves; and that, 

not only to our Bodies, but at" to our 

Souls; which we ought to be more tender 


50 vj 8 nt 2 


or .. and Adulterers, will be in the World to 
VI. come. And, for the preſent,” ſhall” ye 


” add ſomething more, by way of Applica- 
Lon, per the Matter that hath now 


Ls 4 * 3 1 EY N 5 * < 
1 treate And that i wo oO 
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That we e mould benen as 188 
1 we can of all Sins, eſpecially thoſe of 
for the exceed 


of, than of our Bodies. We ought, I fay, 


10 be more tender of our Souls, than of 
our Bodies; und mote afraid of every 
5 Thing that we 
of any Thing that can only h 
Or, as our Bleſſed Saviour adviſes us, Ne 

jo much to fear them; which are able only a5 = 


yould wound dhe Soul, "thin 
ir the 1 


burt, or kill tb Body; as to fear him, that 
is, Almighty God, w0bo is able te dur u 


torment the Soul eternally in Hell, Matt. x. 


28. So, we ſhould not be ſo much afraid 
n happen to us in this 
1 World; 
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World; as, of being brought into Straits, 8 Reeg 
or into any out ward Calamities ; or of any VL. 


Thing that we can ſuffer in the Body, ei- 


ther by Pain, or Sores, or Sickneſſes; as of 


the Troubles of the Soul; of the Pain; 
and Grief, and Dread of a 0 Conſci- 
ende. For if we can but 28 
Conſcience, and a true Faith within us, it 

will be like a ſtrong Mountain unto us; 
and will make us able to bear any Thing, ; 
and even to overcome every Thing, how 


hard or troubleſome ſoever, that we. may 


meet with in the World ; for it will 6 


greatly eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, and comfort 


our Hearts, that we ſhall be above the 


World, and every Thing that can happeti 


to us in it. As St. Jabn aſſures us, laying; 
Thi is the Vittory that overcometh the World, 


even our Faith *, that is, a true Faith, which | 


worketh by + Love, and is accompanied 
with good Works, and with a good Con- 
ſcience, This is the Victory, or this is the 


Defence, and Armour of a good Chriſtian ; 
| wherewith he is able to bear up againſt the 
Bi and even. to overcome all Oppoſi- 
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8 23M; my whether of the World, the Fleſh, 1 


- the Devil. As St. Paul encourages Timo- 


2 with it; ſaying, That thou by. them 


mighigſt war a good Warfare ; bolding az 
and a good e 1 Tim. i, 18, 19. 


And therefore let us all Arrive; as wy” | 
as lieth in us, to keep always a good Con- 


ſcience in us, void of Offence; that is, 


of all Wickedneſs, both of the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and of all the evil Cuſtoms of the 
7 World. And then all the Afflictions, that 
ve may meet with in the World, will ſeem 
| light unto us; and all the Pains and Dil- 
orders, that we may feel in the Body, will 


be made eaſy, by the ſuperior Power and 
Peace of our Minds. Or if any Tempta- 


tions, or Troubles, do ſometimes ariſe in 
our Minds, the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
. - ſcience within us will quite remove them; 

or will enable us to reſiſt, and overcome 
them; or will make us tolerably eaſy under 
them. For how can our Souls bel caſt 
down, or diſquieted within us; what can 
we be afraid of, or what can we be much 
' troubled at? when our Hearts do not con- 
demn, 80 comfort us; - and when God 
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ſpeaks Peace to our Souls; 1 — us, N. 


that while our Hearts are right towards 


him, and our Ways pleaſing unto Him, he 
will love us, and bleſs us, ſo long as we 


live in this World; and when he thinks fit 


to take us out of this World, he will take 


us into a much happier Place above. And 


therefore; to conclude with that Saying of 


the Apoſtle; Let us —— OY 
with theſe Wards. 


| * 1 Theff, iv. 16. 
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HEB; i. 4. 
. boremongers, and Adulterers, 
God will judge. . | 


= HAVE already ſhewn, find 
chis latter Part of the Verſe, 
GO) how much 'Whoremongers 
A > F and Adulterers do frequently 
iiuffer by their Sins, even in 
this Life; what Troubles 
they bring upon themſelves in this World, 


what great Diſorders in their Bodies, and 
what Damage to their Souls; by defiling 
the pure Soul, with their polluted Bodies; 
: and by loading it with Guilt, and —_ | 
MW 


1 


and Sorrow; whereby they can't but be often g x NU. 
very uneaſy in their Minds, and unhappy me” | 


For beſides the many Ways which Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers are puniſh d > 
their Wickedneſs in this World; yet, if 
theſe Things will not break them off their 


255 


them in the World to come. And this is 
what the Apoſtle chiefly means in the Text, 
that Whoremongers and Adulterers God will 
Judge; that is, that by theſe wicked Ways 


8 ger of God's Judgment, and of everlaſting 


that is, The great Danger that Whoremon- 
| gets, and Adulterers are in of the Judg- 


to do; that then, God will moſt ſeyerely 
judge, and puniſh them in the World to 


8 2227 Particulars: 


Gos Judgments againſt, &c. abs 


in -their Lives; to think of their ſtrange 
Way of Living, and of the' End of it, 
which is the terrible Judgment of God. 


Sins, they will be moſt terribly puniſh'd for 


of theirs they do bring themſelves in Dan- 
Puniſhment; And this is all that now re- 
mains of the Text to be treated of; and 


ment to come; that if they will not break 
off their Sins, which they are ſo unwilling 


come. Which Doctrine I will endeavour _ Mi 
to explain, and prove 9 5 theſe two 1 — | 


M ä rug, = | 


8 D's 118 enen + again 


. ria. Wen en 01 n 
and Unwillingneſs, or the great Diffs 
. ey that Whoremongers and Adulte- 
ers, as much or more than any other 
_ © evil Doers, do make of RY 84 
| E off their wrath n 
e Prem * ert a 
that, if they will not repent and 
Wanchd their Lives, they ſhall ” 
1 . 1 to the Judgment -Seat of 
ii God; to be eren and 1 
1 e. e 368 2 
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« Biiſt; I am to > and rate ga Deny 
all Whoremongers, and Adulterers, are in 
of the judgment to come; from their 

great Backwardneſs and Unwillingneſs, or 
the great Difficulty that Whoremongers and 
Adulterers, as much or more than any other 
'evit- Doers, do make of e and 
leaving off their Sins. 19431 R 


1 «Ip: is adesd no o Wonder, that they are ef 
= 1 er to give it over; when they were 
28 1 3 ſo Bon as to 80 about 4 great a 
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| Whoremongers and Adilterers. 88 = 
Wickedneſs; and that they are not much SER. MW 
| aſham'd' of it afterwards, when they had VII. | | 
ſo little Shame in them as to commit it. — 
For a Man muſt be very viciouſly inclin 'd, a 
and daringly wicked, that dates venture 
upon ſuch an heinous Sin, againſt all the 
Reſtraints that are laid upon us all to the 
_ contrary ; not only by our holy Chriſtian 
Religion, but even by our Reaſon ; and 
alſo by that Principle of Modeſty, which 
ſeems to be purpoſely planted in our Na- 
tures, to reftrain us from all ſhameful Ac- 
tions, eſpecially from the Sins of Whore- 
dom and Adultery ; which are directiy con- 
1 trary to Modeſty, as it has a Regard, to 
ger Purity and Innocency ; and likewiſe as it is 
in WW inclin'd to Fear, and to have ſome Regard 
Neir to a Privacy in Sinning. But Whoremon- 
0 gers and Adulterers can't Sin ſo privately, 
ane as no Body to know it; becauſe a Man 
her 
and 


can't be given to Whoredom, and Adultery, 

without a Companion i in Iniquity; beſides 
other Agents, and Promoters of his Wick- 

edneſs; which is a great Aggravation of 


0 | "this Sin, above moſt others, that. a Man 
cis Lge be guilty of it by himſelf; that he 
a can't be wicked alone, but muſt make 


>k WM e M4 another 


166 gos 5 Judgments 1 
Se RM. nates as wicked as himſelf ; that he can't 
go about to ruin himſelf, but he muſt draw 
bn another to Ruin with him: Which, I 
ay, is a great Aggravation of theſe Sins of 
2 Whoredom and Adultery, . above moſt 
others. For it is a ſad Thing, to be Par- 
| takers of other Mens Sins; and a worſe 
Thing, to draw in others to be Partakers 
With ps in ours; which all Whoremongers 
2 and Adulterers do. And therefore, I tay, 
when they are ſo bold, and ſo wicked, as 
| to do this; it is no Wonder that they go on 
in their Wicked neks, and rather grow worſe 
. and worle in it; even fo far, as to ſtick at 
no other Wickegnes chat lies in their Way 
to it, or that their Heart luſteth after, And 
fo this King David had too ſad Experience of 
in himſelf; for tho he had all 4. ſhewn 
himſelf a ,ood Man, and a merciful King; | 
till that Time that he gave Way to the 
{| "Temptations, and Inclinations of this Kind; 
= whereby he was not only drawn into the 
A great Sin of Adulcery, but his Adultery did 
1 put him upon committing Murder. allo. , 
5 we may read in the 11 Chapter of the 
7 2d of Samuel. And thus was King David 
ge e on from one Sin to another, from leſs 
85 to 
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to more, even to greater and greater; as 8E RIU. 
from looking and luſting after a Woman's VII. 


Beauty, he fell to Ns and _ — 
ns 8 850 


eſpecially thoſe of Whoredom and Adultery; 
that when any Perſons are once given to 
them, they know-not when they ſhall give 
them over, nor what other Sins they may 


be drawn into thereby; even to grow more 
and more wicked every Way, ſo as to fall 
from one Wickedneſs to another, till they 
be quite overrun with Iniquity. For one 


Iniquity, and one. Miſchief, generally fol- 


lows another ; eſpecially, when they are 
led on by Laſciviouſneſs: As the Apoſtle 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans tells them, 
what a fad ſinful Condition they were for- 
merly in, before they turn'd Chriſtians, by 
Reaſon of their Whoredoms, and their 


other * abominable Acts of Uncleanneſs. 


For ſays he, 2? have yielded your Members 
Ser vants to Uncleanneſs, and to N unto 
* pe vi. * 5 
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Sr. 
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of Wickedneſs;;"yct it is a moſt dangerous 
and deſperate State of Soul, to be thus 
 wickedly inclin d, to add Sim to Sin, til 


by Job's E 8 * 


An 5 FED V We too e a 
are deſperately wicked, that chuſe and de. 
üsght 3 in this endleſs Way of Sinning, as it 


were with a Cart. Rope, as the Prophet 1 


calls it; that is, in an high Degree, or in 


a continual Courſe of Wieleddes; to be 
dran on, as it were with a Chain or a Cart- 
Rope, from one Sin to another; and to 


have their Liberty, and to take their Fil 


there be no End; till there be no Time 


or Place for Repentance, no Signs of 
Amendment, and no Room for Gods 
| HBPſalmiſii mentions. as one of the greateſt 
Judgments, or Curſes of God upon Sin- 
ners; to give them over to themſelves to 
ive after their own Hearts Luſts; 70 adi 
Tniquity t Iniquity; and not to let them come 


into bis Ribüu uf, Plato Ixix. 2 


8, 


oF; Jet, when any pr arent Sir ” 


| 785 R and Adulterers, and 


4 4 1 3 1 « _ any | 
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many others, are leſt to themſelyes, to fol- SER 
low their own vain Imaginations, and to bags 
be drawn away by their own Hearts Luſty; "7 
they often get ſuch an Habit of Sin and 
Corruption, that they can never leave off 
their ſhameful Way of Living, or have no 
Heart to do it. As the Holy Scriptures 
take Notice, that there are ſome ſo lewdly 
and viciouſly. inclin d, that they cannot, or 
will not, give over ſinning; but rather Sin 
every Way, both with their Souls and Bo- 
dies, both with their Hearts and Eyes, and 
all: Saying, They have Eyes full of Adul- 
 tery, which can't ceaſe from. Sin, 2 Pet. ii. 
14. That is, they have been ſo much us d 
to it, and have ſuch a Delight therein, to go 
on in their Wickedneſs without Controul, 
and from one Sin to another, that thoyare 
even enſlav d and harden'd in their Sins; fo 
as to be paſt all Thoughts of Repentance, 
and all Hopes of Happineſs. Which is the 
worſt Condition under the Sun, or on this 
Side of Hell. | 
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This is hee So of Gin; 
_ eſpecially of ſuch heinous Sins as Whore. 
ery, that they do ſo griev- 


ouſly 


= $52 G Jadgments againſt 
811 Ru. ouſly burden the Soul with Guilt, untl 
VII. they repent; and do fo ſadly afflict and caſt 
own the Soul, when they come to repent; 
„„ what is wort of all, do often ſo 
deeply wound, and defile, and corrupt the 
Soul, that they cannot repent, and leave 
off their abominable finful Luſts: And lo, 
they have nothing left them to look for, 
but the fearful Looking for the Judgment 
to come; which is the laſt, and terribleſt 
Judgment of God, hr ee eee 
— Adalterers. 


| AST WER from te aft Thin 
to be conſider'd; and which is the chief 
Thing, that the Apoſtle means by theſe 
Words of the Text;  Whoremongers and 
Acdulterers God will fly: - That is, if 
they will not repent and amend their Lives, 
God will bring them at the laſt Day to hi 
Judgment-Seat, and will condemn ther to 
everlaſting Torments. ty 


Almighty God, our heads Father, 
5 hath ſo great a Regard for the Work of his 
_ own Hands, eſpecially for Man, the Ex- 


. . 80 of” his Works; and that, not only _ 
: for *: 


dom; him will God deſtroy, and that, * 


 Whoremongers and; Adulterers, ” on of | 
for the Soul of Man, which he hath made 8E nM; 5 


in his own Image; but alſo for the Body, VII. 


which he made his Temple, for his Holy 


Spirit to dwell in; that whoſdever doth 
pollute himſelf with the filthy Sins of 
Whoredom and Adultery, God will be fo 


very angry with him, as to be fit to caſt 
him away from his Preſence, or out of his 


Fayour, and to take his Holy Spirit from 
him. However, if he goes on indulging 
and defiling himſelf in his Wickedneſs, fo 


as to grieve and drive away the Holy Spirit 


of God from him; then he will be in great 


Danger of the Judgment, and of being 
win d for ever; by making himſelf fit for 


the unclean Spirit to enter into him, and 


fill him full of all Iniquities, and bring him 

to Deſtruction both of Body and Soul. 

For ſays the Apoſtle, Know ye not, that ye 

are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit 
| of God dwelleth in you. If a Man defile the 


Temple of God, him «will God deſtroy; for the 
Temple of God 1s holy, which Temple ye are, 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. By which is meant, 


That whoſoever defileth the Temple of 


God, which is his own Body, by Whore- 


an 


5 N 5 1 3 5 
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S8 AE. an __— Deſtruction; not ſo much with 
— the Deſtruction of his worldly Goods, or 


with the Decay and Death of bis Body, as 
with the Deſtruction of his Soul eternally, 
For thoſe Judgments, which God frequent. 
ly takes upon Whoremongers and Adulte- 
5 bers in this World, do not ſuffice for the 
"Puniſhment of their Sins; but, except they 
repent, they ſhall be deſtroy'd for ever, 
Even, ſays St. Jude, as Sodom, and. Go- 
morrah, and the Cities about them, giving 
themſelves over to Fornication, and; going 
after ſtrange Fleſh, are ſet forth. for an 

Example ;  fuffering the Vengeance of eternal 
Fire. As we read in the 7th Verſe of the 
: Epiſtle of St. Jud. So that it ſeems, as if 
the Fire, which fell down from Heaven 
upon thoſe lewd People, were not all the 
Puniſhment, that God propoſed to take 
upon them; but only was the Forerunner 
of the Vengeance of eternal Fire; which 
they ſhould feel afterwards in Hell. Even 
as thoſe few righteous Perſons, Lot and his 
Relations, who, by the Grace and Mercy 
of God, were deliver'd out of the Tempta- 
tions, and Sins, and Sufferings of that evil, 


and adulterous Generation; were 1 
SY 5 * 


Whoremongets and Adulterers. #79 
preſerv'd, as Veſſels of Mercy, unto the 8E MM. 1 
Bleſſedneſs of the Kingdom of Heaven. * — 
80, on the contrary, all thoſe abominable Is 
wicked People that were deſtroy d, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe which walk d after the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, which brought down the Fire from 
Heaven upon them, they were not puniſh'd 
enough thereby; but are ſtill reſery'd to 
undergo the Judgment of the great Day, 
to be then condemn d to everlaſting Flames. = 
As it is more fully, and plainly expreſs'd .Y 
by St. Peter, to this Purpoſe; faying, God Cr 
turning the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah = 
into Aſhes, - condemn'd them with an utter 
Overthrow ; making them an Example unto 
thoſe, that afterwards ſhall live ungodly. 
And deliver d juſt Lot, vexed with the filthy 
Converſation of the Wicked: For that righ- 
teous Man, dwelling among them, in ſeeing 
and hearing vex'd his righteous Soul, Day by 
Day, with their unlawful Deeds. The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the Godly out of Temp= 
tations, and to reſerve the Unjuſt unto the Day + 
Judgment to be puniſtid; but chiefly, ſays 
he, them that walk after the Fleſh, in the 
Luſts of Unclearinefs, 2 Pet. ii. 6—11. 
ve which we may ſee, that how ſorely ſo- 
I ever 
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Bn x m;ever Whoremongers and Adulterers, or any 
VII other evil Doers, may ſuffer for their Sins | 
i this World; yet if, forall this, they will 
ill go on in the ſame lewd Courſes, or in 

any other wicked Ways, they ſhall ſuffer 

nevertheleſs hereafter, with the People of 

| Sodom and Gomorrah; the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire; reſorting to their Brethren in 

| Iniquity, and going to their own Place: 

For without the Purifying of Repentance, 

and the Waſhing of Regeneration, no filthy 
lewd People are fit to be receiv d into that 

holy Place, into the Divine Preſence f 

Almighty God in Heaven. For there, 2 
St. John ſays, There ſhall in no wiſe enter © 

into it any Thing that defileth, neither what- 

foever worketh pan or maketh a 


EF 


* Rev. xxi. 27. — 

Fs is indeed but 4 = juſt wich | -- 
God, that thoſe vicious and vile Perſons, in a 1 
whoſe luſtful Hearts there is left no Room 1 
for the Grace, and Holy Spirit of God to a a 
abide; that they ſhould have no abiding | * 
Place, or Portion in the Kingdom of God. 2 
As the Apoſtle puts us in Mind of it, as a 5 K 


eee or well known T ruth; dying 
e This ; 


CEE 


= . . 


2 
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This ye hnow, that no W horemonger, nonbs Alu. 
unclean Peron, nor covetous- Man, ho is JEL 


an Idolater, bath any Inheritante: in th 


Kingdom of God, and of | Chriſt;\Epheſ. v. 
Vea, how can any ſuch Perſons, who 


EN after their fleſhly Luſts, expect it; or 
think themſelves worthy to be receive d 
among the innumerable e ee e 
and Angels in Heaven; into that bleſſed 


Aſſembly of juſt Men 3 perfect, and 
of Jeſus, the immaculate Lamb, the great 
judge of all? No, there ſhall never any 
ſuch come thither, without a ttue Repen- 
tance, Who walk after the Sins of the 


Fleſh; among which the Sins of Unclean- 


neſs, of Adultery and Fornication, are 
reckon'd the firſt, or the chief. For, ſays 
the Apoſtle, The Marl of \the Fleſh: are 
nanifẽ ft, which are theſe; Adultery, Forni- 
cation, Uncleanneſs, Laſcruouſneſss” Tdolatry, 
| Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, -Eninlations, 
Wrath, Strife, Seditions, | Herefies,' Envy- 


ings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Reveilings, ads 


fuch like; of tbe which I tell you befora, as 


I have. alk told pon in Time: paſt;' 2 


which do ſuch Things ſpall not inherit 
Lud of Cod, Gal. v. . 2 * 
N Here 
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=” VII. V | ira 
1 al inherit the Kingdom of God, who Str 
| © "are guilty of any of the aforefaid Crimes; in 
that is, who live, and abide in them with- ſe] 
out Repentance, and Newneſs of Life. fay 
For this, we may be ſure, is the Meaning WW fin 
of the Apoſtle in this Place; or elſe, we the 
might all ſorrowfully ſay; #ho then can le 
Javed As our Bleſſed Saviour's Diſciples 
once {aid unto him upon another Occaſion. i 
For when he was plainly telling them, 
How hard a Thing it was for them that bud 
: Riches, or | that truſted in their Riches, h 
enter into the Kingdom f God ; they "were 
_aftoniſh'd above Meaſure, and ſaid, Who 
-then can be ſaved? For the Diſciples knew, 
that tho all People were not rich; yet thit 
almoſt all People did greatly labour, and 
long after Riches; or did envy thoſe that 
were rich; or that there were ſcarce any, 
but who would be glad to be rich them. 
ſelves. And therefore ſaid they, Mo tben 
can be ſaved? Our Bleſſed Saviour anſwerdd 
them, ſaying; With Men it is impoſſible 
bur not with God; for with God all Things 
are Fall * 3 For tho' 


| Wikheaongen and Adulterers, 


{rail mortal Men have not fo much Help or SE KM. 
Strength, or ſo much Grace and Goodneſs VII. 

in them, as to be perfectly able of them 
ſelves to moderate their Inclinations, and to 

fave their Souls; but have all ag often. 


fin'd, and do yet fin, or come ſhort of 


their Duty, and of the Glory of God; 


tho all Men, I fay, are ſometimes commit 


ting ſuch, Crimes, ot overtaken in ſuch 
Faults, or ſubject to ſuch Failings, or loving 
and longing after ſuch Things, as would 
endanger their Salvation; yet by the Grace 
of God aſſiſting, and promoting their pious, 


tho weak, Endeavours, any People, that 


are well inclin d, may repent, and leave off 
their Sins: And 5 by the Mercy of God, 
and the Merits of Chriſt, they may poſli- 
bly, yea, they will moſt certainly be ſav d. 
Or elſe we might ſay, in the Caſe before 
us, as our Bleſſed Saviour's Diſciples then 
faid unto him; Who then can be ſaved? 
For if all tht, that ever did any of theſe 
Works of the Fleſh, were to be ſhut out of 

the Kingdom of Heaven, whether they te- | 
pented fincerely, and left off their Sins en- 


| tirely, or not; then, indeed, we might well 


lay, W 2⁰ then can be ſaved? i tho fer 
. 2 Per- 9558 
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SERM. Perſons, eſpecially few Chriſtians, are vile 
VI. of thoſe moſt abominable Sins of Idolatry, 
or Witchcraft, or | ereſy, or Murder; and 
tho all People are not given to thoſe other 
'very heinous Sins of Adultery, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Drunkennefs, 
 Revellings, and the like; yet, who is there, 
even among the beſt Chriſtians!” that one 
Time or other hath not been guilty, more 
or leſs, of ſome of thoſe other Sins there 
 mention'd; ſuch as Hatred, Variance, 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Envying, and 
the like; which alſo are great Sins, and yet 
there is RP any one, but what hath been 
guilty of ſome of them in his Life- time. 
And therefore, if every one, that hath evet 
been guilty of any of them, tho“ he hath * 
forrowfully repented of them, and hath quite 
left them off; if he was, notwithſtanding, df 
to be debarr'd the Kingdom of God; then A 
we might with Aſtoniſhment ſay, ho then Ml mn 
can be 1 ? But the: Meaning of the A 
Apoſtle, in that Place, muſt be this; That if 


| whoſoever is given to the leaſt of thele Mi by 
Works of the Fleſh, except he repent, and th: 
leave them off, ſhall moſt certainly periſh. gr 


* on "the CY; N that do 
| 7 "bring 
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bring forth Fruits meet for R Repentance, 8 x At. : 
tho hay haye been very great Sinners, ſhall VII. 


es certainly be ſav d. For this is the Bur- 

den, or the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, 

even the comfortable Doctrine of Repen- 

tance, and Remiſſion of Sins; that whoſo—-—ꝛ 
ever believeth, and repenteth, and amend- 

| WM his Late; a ve ved. FO 


This is our great Happine in x Chriſt; 
that as St. John ſays, If any Man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus 
Chrift the Righteous; who is the Propitia- 
tion for our Sins. That, if we will but 
forſake them, they ſhall be forgiven us, for 
the Sake of our Bleſſed Saviour's * Blood; 
which was ſhed for many; even for all true 
penitent Sinners; as an Atonement, or for 
the Remiſſion of their Sins, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
And tho' ſome Sins, indeed, are much 
more heinous than others; ſuch as Murder, 
Adultery, Fornication, and the like; yet, 
if thoſe that have been guilty thereof will 


AH but truly repent, and forfake them, they | 


ſhall be fully forgiven them. As our moſt 
gracious and merciful God, the better to 
| 555555 . en- 


Matt. xxvi. 28. 


f 
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Sx Rk encourage us in this moſt neceſſary Duty 
VU. of Repentance, þath plainly declar'd by 
W one of his Prophets; ſaying, Waſh ye, 
"a put away the Evil of you = 
Doings from before mine Eyes; ceaſe to db E 
11 Evil, learn to do well; come then, and ii v 
1 your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be a: n 
1 wybite as Snow; and the they be red, lik WW < 
Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool, Iſaiah i. 16, tl 
= 17, 18. And tho' ſome Sing alſo, eſpeci- WW 
ll aally thoſe of Uncleanneſs, ſuch as Whore- 
1 dacm and Adultery, are much more filthy tl 
1 and odious than others; yet all thoſe that V 
have been guilty thereof, by a true Faith, | F 
= and a ſincere Repentance, may be cleans d, fi 
_ and may be ſanctifyd, by the moſt preci- 


2 


8 
ma ous Blood of Chriſt. For, it is that Fun- . 
18 tain, which the Prophet foretold, 2pas 10 be tl 
1 1 2 * for Sin, and for VF, Ta c 
= * * | 0 
| LE þ 


| | BV all which we may. ſee Fr Virtue, 5 
= the Value, of the precious Blood of out 
4 leſſed Saviour Chriſt; whereby all thoſe | 
= that have been the greateſt Tranſgreſſors, if 
1 ttmhey will but repent, and amend their iſ 
| Lives, (hall not t only be forgiven, but alſa 
made 


aA 2 mw wwe on = 
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made clean from all their Iniquities; bow S 
heinous, and odious . ** are. 


And hereby alſo we may ke the 1e | 


Goodneks and Mercy of God, towards 


vile and finful Men; that he would have 
none to periſh, . but rather, that all ſhould 
come to Repentance, and be aud from 


their Sins 


And, finally, hereby 41 we may ke 


a exceeding Sinfulneſs of 'theſe Sins, of 


Whoredom and Adultery, and the extreme 
Hatred of God againſt them ; that without 


fincerely forſaking them, there is no For- 
giveneſs of them with God. That if ſuch 
ſhameful wicked People will not leave off 


their odious Sins of Uncleanneſs, and Laſ- 
civiouſneſs, of Whoredom and Adultery; 
God will moſt certainly judge, and moſt 
ſeverely puniſh them. And that, not fo 


much in this World, as in the World to 


come; which is the moſt proper Time, and 


Place, for Judgment. And this is what 
| we are to underſtand, and believe, by this 


Saying in the Text; that V boremongers, 
and Auulterers, God will judge. 


„ 


4 
oy 
* 
lets wm i. - . _— 
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ds e the ihe Application of chis Doo: | 
= trine is this; That we ſhould all be brought 


1 to hate, and avoid, all ſuch heinous 
Sins, ſuch as Whoredom and Adultery, 
which do bring all thoſe that are given 
thereunto, in ſo great Danger of God's 
Judgment. And therefore it more nearly 
concerns all ſuch, as have been guilty of 
any Sins of this Kind, to take the greater 
Heed to themſelves; to follow the good 


, Advice, which our Bleſſed. Saviour once 


gave to a Woman taken in Adultery; To 
go, and fin no more; and then, neither 
he, nor any Body elſe would condemn her. 
* all thoſe, that have ſometimes ſin'd this 


5 Way, ought to be the more careful of 


themſelves, to do no more ſo wickedly; 
that they may eſcape the Judgment of 
God. Yea, the more that any Perſon has 


been guilty this Way, the more penitenk, 


he ought to be, and the more given to Se- 
riouſneſs, and Godlineſs ever after. As 
penitent King David was; and as St. Paul 
adviſes the People of Rome; who, before 
they turn'd Chriſtians, had been a very vi- 

Dy | clous 


* John vill bs; 175 
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cious People, given. to all Manner of Sz ans; 


| Wickedneſs *, eſpecially to the Sins of VII. 
ght Vncleanneſs; 2 therefore adviſes them, for 
N the Time to come, to give their Minds ſo 
TY, much the more to Righteouſneſs, and Ho- 
ven BW lincks: Saying, 4s ye have yielded your 
od's Wl Members to Uncleanneſs, and to Iniquity unto 
arly WW Tniquity; even fo now yield your Members 
of Wn to Righteouſneſs 5 unto Holineſs, Roos, vi. 19. 
ater 
ood And as for all others who: are yet inno- 
once cent, and free from theſe baſe Sins, of 

To Whoredom and Adultery ; they have great 
ther | Cauſe to be very glad, and have the greater 
her, Encouragement to keep themſelves ſo; from 
this the great Comfort that they have in their 
| of WW own Virtue, and Innocency ; and from the 
ly; fad Condition of thoſe, that are enſlav'd to 
2 1 theſe Sins; which ſhould be a Warning to 
has all others, to look the more diligently to 
ten themſelves; leſt they alſo fall into the ſame 


ous 


Crime, and pn tn agen 


For all Men are ind of the ſame cor- 
rupt Fleſh, and deceitful Hearts; yea, the 
bel Chriſtians of all are of the ſame Paſ- 
_ 

® Rom. i. 21 Sn; 
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82 ** and Inclinations with other Men; 


which does keep them humble, and makes 


chem careful of themſelves; when they 


find by themſelves, how the Fleſlf warreth, 
and luſteth againſt the Spirit ; which, 1 


fay bn 
n 0 be but if Men; and there- 
fore are not ſo apt to grow proud of their 


own Righteouſneſs, or 'Goodnek, As St. 


Paul freely makes this Confeſſion for him- 


ſelf; faying, Left I Spould be exalted above | 
Meaſure, there was given me a Thorn in the 
Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Satan, to buffet me; 
4 1 Poul be exalted above Meaſure, 2 Cor. 


And all other Men, even of the 
33 Virtue, and of the ſtricteſt Piety, 


have ſuch Thorns given them in the Fleſh 


do humble them, and to prove them; and 


to make them che more watchful over their 
Hearts, and Lives. Or elle, they would 
be like other wicked Men; but that, by 
their own great Carefulneſs and Diligence, 
together with the Grace and Bleſſing of 


God, they do keep their Luſts, and Paſſi- 


ons, and their Bodies in Subjection unta them. 
. St. Paul hath told us, what a great deal 


of 
* Gal. v. 17. 7 
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of Care, and Pains, he took with himſelf 8 E RA 


this Way: Saying, But I keep my Body II. 
under, and ala it into Subjection; beſt tha, 


| by any when I have preach d to 
= * I 7 ſhould be a Caft-away, 1 
1 Cor. ix. 29. And, in like Manner, all 1 


other virtuous, and prudent Men, have 
been always very careful to keep under 

their Bodies; and even to keep a ſtrict 
Guard over all their Senſes. As holy 75 
alſo declares, that he did; ſaying, I made __ 
4 Covenant with mine Eyes; why then ſhould 
. T think on a Maid? Job xxxi. 1. And well 

might he, and all others, that would live 

innocently, make a. Covenant with their 

Eyes; becauſe many Men, even the good 
King David himſelf, was firſt led into | 
Adultery by his Eyes; which might be te 

Occaſion of that humble Petition of his - 
unto God; faying, Turn away mine Eyes 

from bebolding Vanity; and quicken thou me 

in r thy Wa, Pfalm cxix. 37 


And therefore, I a. it FO behoves 
us all, to be very watchful over our whole 
ſelves ; as, over our Souls, that they incline 


not to any evil Thing; and over our Bo- 
Re "es 


I Gods Jodgments againſt” 


8 1 M. dies, that we Keep them in Subjection; and 
VII. over all our Senſes, that they lead us not into 
ER Sin. Or elſe, it is not eaſy for any of us to be 
kept innocent; yea, it would be ſtrange, if wa 
ſhould.” For it is no Wonder, if ſuch Peo- v 
ple as are careleſs of themſelves, or rather, v 
tempt themſelves to Laſciviouſneſs; by giv- C 
ing themſelves up to Eaſe, and Sloth ; by WW tc 
indulging themſelves, and pampering their tt 
Bodies too much with Meat and Drink; b 
by entertaining idle Thoughts, and vain in 
Imaginations, in their Hearts; and by let. ſe 


ting their Eyes luſt after evil Things; and or 
by defiling their Ears with trifling Songs, pi 
and Ballads of Vanity, and Wantonneſs; tu 
and by giving their Tongues to filthy Com- a1 
*munications, and to frothy, and foolih WU an 
Talking, and Jeſting; and by letting their an 
Feet run to Riots, and Revellings, and in 
Balls, and Maſquerades, and Stage-Plays, Ti 
and ſuch like Incitements, and Provoca- gre 
tions to Vice, and Prophanenefs; and, in do 
thort, thro' their whole Converſation lead- ly 
ing a diſorderly Courſe of Life : It is no  fle 
Wonder, 1 ſay; if ſuch People as theſe, 4 Af 
that run themſelves into ſuch Temptations, we 


d ofen fall ! into the fooliſh, and hurtful. 
5 hs Luſts | 


* 


Were and Adulterer. 


Luſts of Laſciyiouſneſs; and that even 35 RM, 
Marriage itſelf is not a Curb, or a Cure for VIE" 


N 
ſuch vain, Rs on” Perlons, - 5 


But, on the cdhiiify, ill Möse Ulk ws 


well diſpos d, and very deſirous to be kept 


virtuous, and chaſte; their great Care and 
Concern is to live regularly, ſoberly, and 


temperately in all Things; and to keep 


themſelves, as much as they can, out of 


bad Company; and withal, to be diligent” 


in their Buſineſs, and fervent in the Spirit, 
ſerving the Lord; by ſometimes meditating 
on good Things, and reading prudent and 


pious Books, eſpecially the Holy Scrip- Is 


tures ; and by keeping the Commandments, 
and obſerving the holy Ordinances of God; 


and, above all, by committing Mole, 
and their Ways unto the Lord; and truſt- 


ing alſo in him, and praying unto him in 
Time of Temptation, and upon all other 
great Occaſions. And thus ſhould we all 


do; we ſhould all of us walk circumſpe&- | 

I; in all our Ways; that we may not only 
| flee all youthful Luſts; but that, by the 
Aſſiſtance of God's Grace and Holy Spirit, 
we 12 2 e pare; and blameleſs 
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